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Writing Prompts for Anchor 3: Interaction of Ideas  

3B Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe a character from a selection, including how he or she looks, 
something the character might say, and the kinds of books this character 
might like to read. 

Basic Explain why you agree or disagree with the behavior of a character. 

Basic Describe how a character from a selection is the same as or different from 
you. 

Basic Does the main character in a selection seem to be real to you? Why or why 
not? 

Basic Imagine you are the main character in a selection. Explain how you would look, 
act, and feel as that character. 

Basic Describe the mood of the characters in a selection. Why did the characters feel 
the way they did? 

Basic How can the way a character feels about something in a selection tell you 
about the nature of the character? Provide examples from a selection you 
have read. 

Basic Give an example of a character in a selection whose feelings change. Describe 
the clues that signaled the characters feelings had changed. 

Basic Think about a selection where a character's behavior surprised you. Explain 
why you expected the character to behave in another way. 

Intermediate Think about the characters in a selection. What motivates these characters to 
act the way they do? 

Intermediate Describe a character with whom you empathize, and explain why you feel this 
way. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Retell the main idea of a selection from the perspective of a character in the 
selection who is not the narrator. 

Intermediate Imagine a character from a fictional selection has a Facebook page. Describe all 
of the details associated with the page. 
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Intermediate How could an author use a change in setting to show the journey of a fictional 
character from innocence to maturity? Give an example from a selection you 
have read. 

Intermediate What are some methods an author can use to let readers know how a 
character is feeling without overtly stating the feeling? Give three examples 
from selections you have read. 

Intermediate Imagine you are the main character in a selection you read. Would your 
emotional reactions to events in the selection be the same as those of the 
actual character? Explain why or why not. 

Intermediate Identify a static character (one that remains unchanged throughout a selection) 
and describe how the selection would be different if that character had 
demonstrated a change in attitude, personality, or behavior. 

Intermediate What alterations in feeling or mood might you expect in a selection if a 
character experiences a moral conflict or significant life change? Provide 
examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


