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When you read a text, the author gives you information. It is 

important to use this information to “think ahead.” This means you 

think about what might happen next. When you use information to 

think ahead, you predict something.

What does it mean to predict? It means that you think something 

might happen based on information that you know. For example, 

suppose it is a bright and sunny morning. You plan to meet your 

friends at the park that afternoon. But then the sky starts to fill with dark, gray clouds. You can 

predict that meeting your friends at the park might not happen. Why? You know that dark, gray 

clouds bring rain. You know that you planned to meet your friends at the park, which is outside. 

That makes you think that the rain will probably ruin your plans.

To predict the outcome of a text, it is important to look for clues. Many times, the clues will give 

you an idea of what is going to happen next.

 ► Read this paragraph.

The students wanted more vegetables in their school lunches. They decided to plant a 
garden behind the school. They asked their teachers to help them dig up the ground. Many 
students brought seeds and planted them. Everyone helped give the seeds water and pull 
weeds. It was like a garden club. Soon, small green plants began to grow.  

What do you think might happen next? Look at the clues the author put in the text. You know 

the students wanted more vegetables in their school lunches. You know they planted a garden. 

You know that everyone helped, and small plants began to grow. You can then think ahead and 

predict that the students grew fresh vegetables in the garden. Then they used the vegetables to 

make school lunches.

 ► Read this paragraph.

Ethan sat down at the kitchen table.  He saw that there was a new, white rug on the 
floor under the table. He poured a glass of juice for himself. It was purple grape juice, his 
favorite. As he reached across the table to take a piece of bread, his arm knocked over the 
glass.

As you read, think about what might happen next. Use the clues the author put in the text. You 

know Ethan sat at the table. You know there was a new, white rug under the table. You know 

Ethan knocked over his glass, which had purple grape juice in it. When liquid is spilled, you know 

it drips down, not up. You can then think ahead and predict that the grape juice will drip onto the 

rug. So, the new, white rug will most likely have a purple stain on it.

Thinking ahead to predict what will happen makes reading more interesting. Thinking ahead also 

helps you remember important parts of the text. 

When you read a text, 

look for clues about 

what might happen 

next.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Ben loved looking at drawings. He wanted to try drawing something. But he was not 
sure what. One day, his baby sister was taking a nap. He looked at her round face and small 
hands. He had an idea. He knew where he could find some paper. He also knew there were 
pencils in a drawer in the kitchen. 

 
1. What most likely happened next?

A. Ben woke up his baby sister.

B. Ben took a nap next to his baby sister.

C. Ben drew a picture of his baby sister.

D. Ben became bored watching his baby sister. 

Peter ran down the steps. It was his birthday. His mother and father were having 
breakfast. “Happy Birthday, Peter!” they called. Then his dad said, “Your birthday surprise is 
out in the yard. You can take it for a walk!”

2.  What was Peter’s surprise?

A. a bicycle

B. a puppy

C. a baseball

D. a snake

The gray wolf stopped running at the top of the tall hill. He had come a long way from 
his home deep in the woods. The sun above him was hot. It was hot enough to bake the 
ground as hard as stone. The wolf was very thirsty. Off in the distance, he could see a 
rushing river.

3. What most likely happened next?

A. The wolf rested in the sun.

B. The wolf cooled off in the woods.

C. The wolf ran back to his home.

D. The wolf drank water from the river. 
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

Kelvin Doe started a DJ business. He played music at parties in his community. But every 
time he earned some money, he had to use it to buy batteries. He was not able to give the 
money to his family. Then, Kelvin had an idea. He would build his own batteries. Then he 
would not have to use his money to buy them.

4. What most likely happened next?

A. Kelvin gave the money he made to his family. 

B. Kelvin stopped playing music at parties.

C. Kelvin had to look for a new job.

D. Kelvin bought CDs for his business.
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