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The texts you read have ideas and facts. If you are reading a 

story, it probably has characters, events, and settings in it. As a 

reader, it is your job to figure out how these things work together. 

Sometimes they work together to help you understand what is 

happening as you read. But sometimes they work together to help 

you figure out what is going to happen next in the text. How? You 

use the facts and information in the text as clues. The clues can 

help you predict, or guess, how an idea in a text might change, or how a story might end. 

 ► Read this paragraph. Look for clues that will help you predict what will happen next.

A group of boys dreamed of being soccer stars. They wanted to form a team. But how 
could they? They lived in a small village that floated on the water. Their little village was 
known for fishing, not soccer. There was no grass and no fields. They had no place to play. 
One day, the boys had an idea. They found old pieces of wood. They found nails. They 
found old fishing rafts. They got together after school to work on their idea.

What idea did the boys have? Take a look at the clues in this paragraph. You know the boys 

wanted to play soccer.  You also know they lived in a village on the water and had no place to 

play. You know that the boys started to collect things such as old pieces of wood, nails, and old 

fishing rafts. Wood and nails are used to build things, and rafts can float. You could predict that 

the boys’ idea was to build their own place to play that could float on the water.

 ► Read this paragraph from a story. Look for clues that will help you predict how this story 
ended.

The king was worried. His daughter, the princess, never laughed. The king said any man 
who could make the princess laugh could marry her.  Many men in the kingdom tried to 
make the princess laugh. They all failed. One day, a man named Hans went to the king’s 
home. Hans had a magic goose. The magic goose stuck to anything it touched. Hans was 
stuck to the goose. A shouting old woman was stuck to the goose. A barking dog was 
stuck to the goose too. The princess heard the noise this group was making. She came to 
see what was the matter. When she saw Hans, the shouting old woman, and the barking 
dog all stuck to the goose, she started to laugh!

Take a look at the clues in this paragraph. What information did the author give? You know the 

king wanted someone who could make his daughter laugh. You know many people tried, but 

could not do it. You know Hans had a magic goose that stuck to people and things. You also 

know that when the princess saw Hans and the people stuck to the goose, she laughed. Based 

on these clues, you can predict that the king probably allowed Hans to marry the princess. 

An author gives a lot of information in a text. Read carefully and pay attention to the clues. They 

can help you predict what will happen next, and can even help you figure out how a story ends.

When you read, ask 

yourself, “What might 

happen next?”
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Simon the cat was hungry. He was quietly sitting on the floor in the kitchen. He watched 
Julia make herself a tuna sandwich for lunch. Suddenly the phone rang. Julia left an open 
can of tuna on the table and ran to answer the telephone.

1. What probably happened when Julia came back into the kitchen?

A. Julia wrote a message about the phone call.

B. Julia sat down and ate her lunch.

C. Julia gave the cat a bowl of water. 

D. Julia saw that the cat had eaten the tuna in the can.

Ned thought that he might like to paint portraits. A portrait is a picture of a person. But 
Ned lived in a small town that didn’t need a portrait painter. One day, he talked to a farmer 
who was visiting from out west. The farmer said that he wished he could have a portrait of 
his wife, but there were no painters where he lived. “What we need,” the farmer said, “is a 
good portrait painter.”

2. What did Ned most likely do after talking to the farmer from out west?

A. Ned found another job in his small town. 

B. Ned painted the portrait of the farmer.

C. Ned moved out west to paint portraits.

D. Ned became a farmer out west.

The newest animal at the zoo was a dolphin named Whittles. He wasn’t eating and was 
getting very weak. One of the scientists suggested Whittles might be lonely. They thought 
Whittles might be calling for other dolphins. The scientists brought another dolphin from 
the ocean to join Whittles.

3. What probably happened after Whittles was joined by the other dolphin?

A. Whittles escaped from the aquarium.

B. Whittles ate food and became stronger.

C. Whittles ignored the other dolphin.

D. Whittles acted sad and upset.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

My sister and I spent the day cleaning the house. Everything was put away. “The next 
thing we need to do is cook dinner and bake a special cake for Mom,” I said. My sister and I 
went to work in the kitchen. As we finished, I heard Mom come into the house.

4. What probably happened when Mom came into the house? 

A. Mom was surprised by a birthday celebration.

B. Mom set the table and served dinner.

C. Mom was annoyed that the stove was on.

D. Mom asked the children what they had done all day.
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