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Have you ever heard of the fairy tale, “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”? It is a very popular 

fairy tale. Suppose a friend tells you about this fairy tale. Your friend might say who was in 

it, where it took place, and what happened. You would learn a lot about the story from this 

information.

Characters are people (and sometimes animals or objects) who take part in a story. In the 

Goldilocks fairy tale, the characters are Goldilocks, Mama Bear, Papa Bear, and Baby Bear. 

These four characters take part in the events in the story.

The setting describes where and when a story takes place. The Goldilocks story takes place 

at the bears’ house. It also happens “once upon a time,” or a very long time ago. These two 

pieces of information make up the setting of the story.

The plot is the action of a story, including the beginning, middle, and end. In “Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears,” Goldilocks tastes the bears’ porridge. She sits in their chairs and lies on their 

beds. Then the bears come home, and she is scared. These events describe the plot of this 

story.

You can look for the characters, setting, and plot in any story you read. 

 ► Read this example.

Last autumn, Josh went on a trip with his friends. They stayed at a large and beautiful 
old hotel on a hill. Josh’s friends liked to play jokes on one another. Josh did not want 
anyone to play a trick on him while he was sleeping. He got an idea. He dragged his 
mattress into the very middle of the room. He slept on the floor facing the door, ready for 
any trick his friends might try to pull.

The next morning, Josh woke up when he felt someone fall right on top of him! A 
member of the hotel staff was sprawled over his bed on the floor. The man had come to 
bring breakfast and a pot of hot tea. He tripped on the edge of the mattress on the floor. 
Going to sleep in the middle of the room had seemed like a good idea. Yet it had caused all 
the trouble Josh was hoping to avoid. Josh had accidentally played a trick on himself!

Who are the characters in this story? Let’s look at the text. First we have Josh and his 

friends. The story also tells about a hotel staff member who trips on a mattress. These are all 

characters in this story.

What is the setting of this story? The text says “at a large and beautiful old hotel on a hill.” 
That is where the story takes place. The text also says “last autumn.” This is when the story 

takes place. Both of these facts make up the setting of this story.

What is the plot of this story? In the beginning, Josh and his friends go to a hotel. Then Josh 

worries that his friends will play a joke on him. Josh moves his mattress onto the floor. In the 

end, a hotel staff member trips on Josh’s mattress on the floor. These events make up the 

plot of this story.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions below. 

Many years ago there lived a farmer in a small village. He invited all the wild animals 
from the nearby fields and woods for a feast. At that time, all animals were wild, and none 
of them lived with humans. The bear was the first to get up to go to the feast. He met a 
boy along the road. The boy told him not to go to the feast because the people would 
want to steal his fur. They would want to use it as a rug. So the bear stayed home.

1. The farmer is one character in this text. Who are the other two characters?

A. the bear

B. the feast

C. the boy

D. the village

E. the rug

2. What is the setting of this text?

A. last year on a road

B. three days ago by a river

C. many years ago in a small village

D. in the spring under a bridge

3. Choose the answer that best describes the plot of this text.

A. A boy learns to get along nicely with others.

B. A small village holds a special holiday every year.

C. A farmer helps others by giving away half the food from his crops.

D. A bear does not go to a feast because people might steal his fur.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions that follow. 

Myles couldn’t fall asleep. He decided to go out to the lake by his house. There were 
rumors about a ghost on the lake, so most people didn’t visit it alone. As he looked out 
over the water, Myles saw something glitter near the middle of the lake. Myles could see a 
face with black hair, and arms rising and falling in the water. He soon realized that it was a 
girl. He cupped his hands to his mouth and shouted, “Hello! Hello!” All at once, she stopped 
swimming and remained perfectly still. Myles was not sure if she had seen him. Just then, 
there was a small splash. She was gone. Myles waited for her to come up again, but there 
was no sign of her. Had he just seen the ghost?

4. Who are the two characters in this text?

A. the lake

B. a girl

C. Myles

D. glitter

E. a splash

5. What is the setting of this text?

A. a lake at night

B. a campsite in the afternoon

C. the ocean in the morning

D. a pool at noon

6. Choose the answer that best describes the plot of this text.

A. Myles can’t fall asleep and decides to sleep outside.

B. Myles sees a girl in the lake and thinks she might be a ghost.

C. Myles meets a new family that moves in next door.

D. Myles and a girl learn how to swim in deep water.
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