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B A S I C

When you read a story, it is important to keep track of what happens in the beginning, middle, 

and end. The plot is the action of a story from when it starts to when it ends. It helps to think of 

the plot of a story like a pyramid.

            

The beginning of the story tells you about the characters (who the story is about) and the 

setting (when and where the story takes place). 

The climax is the most important part of the story. It is the most intense part of the story when 

the action reaches the highest point. Sometimes it happens right in the middle of a story. 

Sometimes it happens closer to the end of a story.

The end is when the story stops, usually because a problem has been solved or an event is 

finished.

Some stories also have rising action and falling action. Rising action is the events that happen 

to lead to the climax. Characters might find a problem or get ready for something to happen. 

Falling action is the events that happen after the climax and right before the end. This is when 

the story begins to wrap up but has not finished yet.
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 ► Read the paragraph below. It is a famous fable by an author called Aesop.

A shepherd’s boy was tending his flock near a village. He thought it would be great fun 
to trick the villagers by pretending that a wolf was attacking the sheep. He shouted out, 
“Wolf! wolf!” and when the people came running up, he laughed at them for their pains. He 
did this more than once, and every time the villagers found they had been tricked, for there 
was no wolf at all. At last a wolf really did come, and the boy cried, “Wolf! wolf!” as loud as 
he could. But the people were so used to hearing him call that they took no notice of his 
cries for help. And so the wolf had no one to stop him from taking the sheep.

In the beginning, the story tells about a shepherd’s boy and his flock near a village. These are the 

characters and the setting.

The boy tricks the villagers by pretending to see a wolf in the rising action. This event (tricking 

the villagers) leads to the climax.

The climax of this story is when the boy sees a real wolf and cries out for help. This is the most 

important part of the story because the action is at the highest point.

During falling action, the villagers do not come to help the boy because they think he is lying. 

This happens after the climax, but it is not the end yet.

In the end, the wolf takes the sheep. The story is over after this event.

You can look for these parts of the plot to help you understand any story you read.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and follow the directions. 

A farmer’s daughter had been out to milk the cows, and was returning to the dairy 
carrying her pail of milk upon her head. As she walked along, she started thinking: “The 
milk in this pail will provide me with cream, which I will make into butter and take to market 
to sell. With the money I will buy a number of eggs, and these, when hatched, will become 
chickens. When I sell the chickens, I will use the money to buy myself a new gown, and all 
the young fellows will admire it.” Forgetting all about the pail, she tossed her head. Down 
went the pail, all the milk was spilled, and all her fine daydreams in the air disappeared in a 
moment!

 

1. Draw a line to connect each part of the plot on the left with the matching sentence on the right. 

The first answer has been done for you.

A. Beginning 1. The farmer’s daughter forgets about the pail and tosses her head.

B. Rising Action 2. The milk spills out of the pail.

C. Climax 3. A farmer’s daughter returns to the dairy carrying milk on her head.

D. Falling Action 4. The farmer’s daughter thinks about turning the milk to cream, and 
buying eggs and a gown.

E. End 5. All of the farmer’s daughter’s daydreams disappeared in a moment.

A Hare was one day making fun of a Tortoise for being so slow upon his feet. “Wait a 
bit,” said the Tortoise, “I’ll run a race with you, and I’ll bet that I win.” “Oh, well,” replied 
the Hare, who thought the idea was funny, “let’s try and see.” It was soon agreed that the 
Fox should set a course for them, and be the judge. When the time came both started off 
together, but the Hare was soon so far ahead that he thought he might as well have a rest, 
so down he lay and fell fast asleep. Meanwhile the Tortoise kept going, and in time reached 
the goal. At last the Hare woke up with a start, and dashed on at his fastest, only to find 
that the Tortoise had already won the race. 

2. Draw a line to connect each part of the plot on the left with the matching sentence on the right. 

The first answer has been done for you.

A. Beginning 1. The Tortoise kept going, and in time reached the goal.  

B. Rising Action 2. The Hare and the Tortoise decided to run a race.

C. Climax 3. The Hare found that the Tortoise had already won the race.

D. Falling Action 4. The Hare woke up with a start.

E. End 5. The Hare was so far ahead that he lay down and fell asleep.
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