
Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 3

Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Cause and Effect
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B A S I C

The actions and events in a text are usually connected in some way. How? One action or event 

might cause another action or event to happen. This type of connection between actions and 

events is called “cause and effect.”

A cause is why something happens. An effect is what happens. When writing a text, an author 

might use clues, such as signal words or phrases, to let you know that actions or events have a 

cause-and-effect connection.

CLUES AN AUTHOR MIGHT USE                                         SIGNAL WORDS PURPOSE

 to show “cause”
because, since, as, due to,  

the reason for, when
These help you find why 

something happens.

to show “effect”
so, as a result, therefore,  

thus, then, hence
These help you find what 

happens.

 ► Read these example sentences. Pay attention to the cause-and-effect signal words that are 
underlined. 

A big snowstorm was coming, so the principal closed the school.  

What happened (effect)? The principal closed the school.

Why (cause)? A big snowstorm was coming.

Due to the rainy weather, the family could not have a picnic. 

What happened (effect)? The family could not have a picnic.

Why (cause)? There was rainy weather.

The college decided to offer online classes. As a result, the number of students who  
signed up for college classes increased.

What happened (effect)? The number of students who signed up for college classes increased. 

Why (cause)? The college decided to offer online classes.

Since Teri does not like big crowds or roller coasters, she stopped going to  
amusement parks.

What happened (effect)? Teri stopped going to amusement parks.

Why (cause)? She does not like big crowds or roller coasters. 

When you read, look for the connection between actions and events in the text. Look for signal 

words that can help you find out why something happens (cause) and what happens (effect). 
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 ► Read these examples and answer the questions that follow.

For questions 1-4, the cause-and-effect signal word or phrase is underlined.

Meg was thrilled when she found out that her science project had won first place.

1. a. What happened (effect)? 

b. Why (cause)? 

“The reason for my visit to the Grand Canyon is simple,” Don said. “I heard there were aliens and I 
came to look for them.”

2. a. What happened (effect)? 

b. Why (cause)? 

“The squirrels keep eating the cherries, hence the fence around the cherry tree,” Jamie explained.

3. a. What happened (effect)? 

b. Why (cause)? 

Brandi had trouble seeing the words on the whiteboard at the front of the class, so her mom took 
her to the eye doctor.

4. a. What happened (effect)? 

b. Why (cause)? 
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 ► Read these examples and answer the questions that follow.

For questions 5-7, the cause-and-effect signal word or phrase is not underlined.

Olivia was asked to be part of the school’s jazz band because she was the only student who knew 
how to play guitar.

5. a. Underline the signal word or phrase in the sentence above. 

b. What happened (effect)? 

c. Why (cause)? 

The flood washed away the bridge, therefore, people could not cross from one side of the river to 
the other.

6. a. Underline the signal word or phrase in the sentence above. 

b. What happened (effect)? 

c. Why (cause)? 

Luke started jogging a few months ago. As a result, he feels stronger and has more energy.

7. a. Underline the signal word or phrase in the sentence above. 

b. What happened (effect)? 

c. Why (cause)? 
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