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I N T E R M E D I AT E

Writers often use an organizational technique called a cause-and-effect relationship. An effect is 
something that happens. A cause is what makes an effect happen.  
 
The cause-and-effect technique helps readers get the “why” of a text. It’s important to identify 
and understand both the causes and their effects to get the gist of a text’s meaning or purpose. 
This writing technique is equally effective in informational texts as well as literary works. 

There are a number of variations in cause-and-effect relationships. Let’s look at them individually. 

1. Simple Cause and Effect

The hot sun melted the child’s ice cream cone.

In this relationship, one cause results in one effect. The heat from the sun (cause) resulted in 
melted ice cream (effect). 
 

2. Cause and Multiple Effects

 
 
 

Riding my bike to work provides a great workout, reduces pollution, and saves money 
because I don’t need bus fare. 

In this relationship, one cause can lead to multiple effects. Riding a bike (cause) results in three 
separate effects: exercise, reduction of pollution, and cost savings. 
 

3. Multiple Causes and Effect

 

I reviewed my class notes, joined a study group, and got extra help from my teacher, 
and these all helped me get an “A” in chemistry class.

 
In this relationship, multiple causes result in one effect. The “A” grade was an effect achieved by 
three causes: reviewing class notes, taking part in a study group, and going for extra help. 
 
4. Cause and Effect Chain

A heavy rainstorm led to road flooding, which forced the closure of a major road  
and resulted in the traffic jam that made me late for school.

 
In this relationship, the causes and effects form a chain. A cause produces an effect, which in 
turn becomes a cause of something else. The heavy rain caused the road to flood, which caused 
the road closure, which caused the traffic jam, which caused the delay. 

As you read, look for cause and effect relationships. The authors of the texts you read use this 
writing technique to provide you with structure for understanding why things happen.
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 ► Read each of the following text excerpts. Then indicate which kind of cause-and-effect 
relationship is being used in the excerpt.

A. Simple Cause and Effect   

B. Cause and Multiple Effects

C. Multiple Causes and Effect

D. Cause and Effect Chain

1. The recent drought has damaged crops, resulting in shortages of some foods that has 

led to higher prices at the supermarket.

2. Scientists report that the recent spike in air pollution is attributed to an increase of cars 

on the roads, higher outputs of factory pollutants, and emissions from coal-burning 

facilities.

3. I had to get the mop and bucket when my younger sister spilled her glass of grape juice 

on the floor.

4. The blizzard knocked out power, made roads slippery and dangerous, and forced most 

people to stay home from work and school.

 ► In each of the following examples, the first sentence is a cause. Circle A or B to indicate 
which is an effect of the cause.

5. Energy demand is growing faster than resources can be found.

A. Electricity usage has doubled in the last decade.

B. Gasoline rationing is being implemented.

6. The American Bald Eagle was saved from extinction.

A. Bald Eagle nests have been spotted in all 50 states.

B. Bald Eagles eat small rodents and fish.

 ► Read the following text, then complete the Cause-and-Effect Chain.

The eruption of the volcano produced at least eight ash flows, which covered much of 
the island in ash up to 40 inches thick. The acidic ash destroyed crops, clogged irrigation 
ditches, and entered lakes, rivers, and streams. Water evaporated from the bodies of water, 
then returned to the Earth in the form of acid. 

7. Cause           Effect/Cause           Effect/Cause   

Effect  
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