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B A S I C

An analogy is a figure of speech that compares two things. An analogy can help you understand 

how things or ideas work together. You’ll find analogies in all kinds of texts.

There are different types of analogies. One analogy might look like this: The stale, dry bread was 
as hard as a rock.

This type of analogy is called a simile (SIM-a-lee). A simile is a comparison that uses the words 

“like” or “as” to show how two things are the same in some way. In this example, the bread is 

not really a rock. But the simile helps you understand what the bread looked like or felt like by 

comparing it to a rock.

Sometimes a simile compares two things that don’t seem to have anything in common. In this 

way, a simile helps to connect two things in a way that might be new or different. It helps you 

understand a new thought or idea by comparing it to one that is already known and understood. 

 ► For instance, read this example of a simile. 

My brother offered to drive me home from the airport. He picked up my suitcase and 
let out a cry of surprise. “Did you forget to pack?” he asked. “Your suitcase is as light as a 
feather!”

At first, a suitcase and a feather seem to have little in common. One is a large piece of luggage 

and the other is a fuzzy part of a bird’s outer covering.

So how do these two things compare? What does the simile as light as a feather mean? Think 

of a feather. It is very soft and has very little weight. A breeze or light wind can carry it easily 

through the air. If a feather landed on your arm, you might not even feel it or know it is there. The 

simile as light as a feather means that something is so soft or easy to carry, it’s as if it is not even 

there at all.

Now, go back to the example: “Did you forget to pack?” he asked. “Your suitcase is as light as 
a feather!” What is being compared here? A suitcase and a feather are different in many ways. 

But this simile compares them in a certain way -- based on how light they feel when carried. The 

example explains that someone is returning from a trip. A piece of luggage that is packed for a 

trip would have many items in it -- clothing, shoes, and other personal things. The luggage would 

most likely be very heavy. However, in this example the luggage is very light -- so light, in fact, 

that the brother wonders if there’s anything in it at all. Saying the suitcase is as light as a feather 
is another way of saying it does not weigh much and is easy to carry.

An analogy shows how two things are the same in some way. A simile is a type of analogy that 

uses the words “like” or ”as” to compare two things. When you read, pay attention to analogies 

an author may use. They can help you understand new thoughts or ideas by comparing them to 

things that are already known or familiar. 
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 ► Read these paragraphs and complete the tasks that follow.

“Ouch!” Jen yelled as she stubbed her toe on a rock.

“Are you okay?” asked Michelle.

“Yeah,” said Jen. “I didn’t see that rock. My glasses broke yesterday. I’m as blind as a bat 
without them.”

1. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?

My two cats are sisters, but they’re as different as night and day. One cat, Snowball, is 
pure white. She loves to be carried and held. She often spends the whole day sleeping. The 
other cat, Coco, is black. She prefers to be left alone. She likes to spend the day playing 
with toys and hunting for spiders.

 
2. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?
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 ► Read these paragraphs and complete the tasks that follow.

Sarah called out to her brother Darryl. “Hey, don’t just sit there like a bump on a log!” she 
said. “Come over here and help me rake leaves!” 

3. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?

Bryson and Miles had been best friends since elementary school. Bryson’s mom hoped 
they remained friends after high school graduation, since each was going to a different 
college. “Being far apart won’t be easy for them,” she thought. “They’ve been like two peas 
in a pod for more than ten years.”

 
4. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?
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