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An analogy is a figure of speech. It compares two things that have something in common. 

There are different types of analogies. One type of analogy is a metaphor (MET-a-for). A 

metaphor is a phrase that states a direct comparison between two things. In other words, a 

metaphor explains how the two things are alike. Unlike a simile, which is another type of analogy, 

a metaphor does NOT use the words “like” or “as.” 

A metaphor is usually visual. This means it makes a comparison that helps a picture form in your 

head so that you understand the comparison clearly. A metaphor might also make a comparison 

to help you understand something in a new or different way. 

For example, take a look at this metaphor: 

I really need to clean my room. It is a disaster area.

In this metaphor, a person’s room is being directly compared to a disaster area. What is a disaster 

area? It’s a place where something big has happened, and not in a good way. A disaster area 

might be a war zone or a place where an earthquake has hit. Buildings might be ruined. There 

might be broken things everywhere. Roads might be blocked by things that have fallen down. In 

this metaphor, the person’s room is not really a place where a war or earthquake has happened. 

But comparing the room to a disaster area gives the idea that things are tossed about, nothing is 

in the right place, there is probably stuff all over the floor, and it would take a lot of work to clean 

it all up.

Here is another metaphor: 

What a wild year it’s been! Life is a roller coaster.

This metaphor describes life by comparing it to a popular ride at an amusement park. What 

does a roller coaster do? It goes up and down. It has high points and low points. It can be fun 

one minute and scary the next. It can make your heart race with excitement. It can also make 

you cry out in fear. Life is not an actual roller coaster, of course. But life is filled with high points 

and low points. Life can be both fun and scary. Life is filled with both excitement and fear. Life 

can get “wild” in that way. Comparing life to a type of ride shows that the two can have much in 

common.

Now read this metaphor: 

An army of volunteers came to help clean up the park.

This metaphor is a little trickier. What is being compared here? Hint: it’s not the park. Here, the 

“army of volunteers” is the metaphor. It compares the group of volunteers who show up to help 

clean the park to an army. What are some details about an army? An army is usually very large. It 

has people in it who are well trained to do a certain job. It also has the tools and supplies to get 

that job done. An army is also highly organized. So what idea does this metaphor give about the 

volunteers? They are in a very big group. They have the tools and the knowledge to get the job 

done. And, they are organized and ready to help.
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 ► In the following examples, the metaphors are in bold. Read these examples and answer the 
questions that follow.

We need to finish this project, and soon. Time is money.

1. What two things are being compared?  and  

2. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

You make me so happy. You are my sunshine!

3. What two things are being compared?  and  

4. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

The classroom was a freezer! I had to wear my coat all day.

5. What two things are being compared?  and  

6. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

I always make sure there are snacks in the house when Jason comes over. His stomach is a bottomless pit.

7. What two things are being compared?  and  

8. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

A blanket of snow fell yesterday. The outdoors looked so quiet and peaceful.

9. What two things are being compared?  and  

10. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.
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