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B A S I C

An analogy can help you understand how things or ideas work together. You’ll find analogies in 

all kinds of texts. Often, an analogy shows how two things compare by listing them in pairs. You 

have to figure out how the pairs are connected.

 

An analogy may compare two things based on how they are used. 

For example: A glove is to a hand as a sock is to a foot. 

How are a glove and a sock the same? A glove is used to cover a hand. A sock is used to cover a 

foot. This type of analogy shows how two things are the same based on how they are used.

  

An analogy may compare two things based on what they do, such as an action or movement.

For example: A bird is to flying as a fish is to swimming. 

This type of analogy compares two animals based on a certain action each can do -- in this case, 

the way they move. To move, a bird must fly. To move, a fish must swim. 

  

An analogy may compare two things based on their relationship as opposites. 

For example: Up is to down as happy is to sad.

What is the relationship here? Up and down are opposites. So are happy and sad. This type of 

analogy compares things that have opposite meanings.

  

This example shows another type of relationship: Cool is to freezing as warm is to burning.

What is the relationship here? Cool is a lesser form of freezing. Cool is a little cold, but freezing 

is as cold as something can get. It’s the same for warm and burning. Warm is a little hot, but 

burning is as hot as something can get.  

  

An analogy may compare two things that are parts of a whole.

For example: A puzzle piece is to a puzzle as a note of music is to a song.

A puzzle piece is combined with other puzzle pieces to make a whole puzzle. A note of music 

is combined with other notes to make a whole song. This analogy compares two things that are 

smaller parts of something larger and complete. 

  

An analogy shows how two things are alike in some way. An analogy can help you understand 

how two things or ideas work together, even if they seem to be very different at first. 
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 ► Read these analogies. Choose the best word from the word bank to fill in the blank for each 
analogy. (Note: not every word in the word bank will be used.)

Word Bank: clothes, dry, fish, chair, square, sour, clean, ice, sound

1. Hot is to fire as cold is to                                    .

2. Water is to wet as dust is to                                    .

3. Eye is to sight as ear is to                                    .

4. Feathers are to birds as scales are to                                    .

5. Sugar is to sweet as lemon is to                                    .

6. Ball is to round as box is to                                    .

 ► Read these examples. Choose the best answer to complete each analogy. Then write your 
answer to the question that follows.

7. Word is to sentence as page is to

A. time.

B. book.

C. map.

D. idea.

8. For question 7, how do the things listed in the analogy work together?

9. Fans are to a sports game as audience is to a

A. recipe.

B. test.

C. movie.

D. dream.

10. For question 9, how do the things listed in the analogy work together?
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