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Use of Language
Interpreting Word Meaning

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Parts of speech refers to the functions of words in a sentence. All words in the English language 

are parts of speech. There are eight recognized parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, adjectives, 

verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections.  

This lesson covers nouns, pronouns, and verbs. Here’s what these parts of speech do.

 

A noun is a word for a person, place, thing, or idea. 

• A noun can be

 » used with an article (a, an, the): a ladybug, an icicle, the door 

 » used without an article: compassion, groceries, friendship, mountains

 » a gerund (a verb form ending in -ing that acts as a noun): Swimming is my favorite 
exercise; Planning everyone’s schedules is exhausting.

• A common noun indicates people, places, things, and ideas that are general. Common nouns 

are not capitalized: The woman traveled to the city, visited a museum, saw art, and learned 
about math.

• A proper noun indicates people, places, things, and ideas that are specific. Proper nouns are 

capitalized: Sara traveled to Paris, visited the Louvre, saw the Mona Lisa, and learned about 
the Fibonacci Sequence.

A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun.  

• Subject pronouns are I, you, he, she, it, we, and they. Subject pronouns replace the subject in 

a sentence. The subject performs the action in the sentence.

 » Michael saw his friends at the park. —>  He saw his friends at the park.

 » Naomi and Mary are taking the dogs for a walk. —> They are taking the dogs for a walk.

• Object pronouns are me, you, him, her, it, us, and them. Object pronouns replace the object 

in a sentence. The object receives the action in the sentence.

 » Please put the clothes in the wash. —>  Please put them in the wash.

 » Luke is driving Kyle and me to school today. —>  Luke is driving us to school today.

A verb is a word that shows action or indicates being. There are three main types of verbs: 

action, linking, and helping.

• An action verb expresses physical activity: 

 » Ray shouted when he saw the snake.

 » Eric enjoyed the concert.

 » Julia plays piano.
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• A linking verb expresses a state of being. It connects the subject to the rest of the sentence. 

 » The most common linking verbs are the forms of the verb “to be”:

  I am finished; They were leaving; He has been studying.

 » Other linking verbs pertain to the five senses (touch, sight, smell, sound, taste) and how 

things in the world are understood and interpreted:

  The room feels damp. (The room itself doesn’t “feel.” The person making the 
statement has an understanding about the room.) 

  Shari’s decorations look terrific! 

  Something in the fridge smells bad. 

  Your suggestion sounds good. 

  The milk tasted sour.

• A helping verb helps the participle (past tense) form of a verb be precise in some way. 

Helping verbs include:

 » has, have, had (to define the timing of things): 

  Elvis has left the building. (The action of leaving is complete.) 

  I have seen Elvis before. (The action of seeing is complete for now but may happen 

again in the future.) 

  I had hoped to see Elvis again. (The action of hoping happened before the action of 

seeing.) 

 » has, have, had (to form a question)  

  Has Elvis left the building? 

  Have I seen Elvis before? 

  Had I hoped to see Elvis again?

 » do, does, did:

  (to provide emphasis) I do like Elvis; He does work hard, He did sing beautifully.

  (to form a question) Do I like Elvis? Does he work hard? Did he sing beautifully?

Can a word be more than one part of speech? Yes! Words with multiple meanings are often 

different parts of speech. For example, the word “well” can be

• a noun: That farmhouse has its own well for water.

• an adjective*: He is not a well man.

• a verb: Tears well up in my eyes whenever I laugh too hard.

• an adverb*: The directions say to shake well before using.

• an interjection*: Well! That’s the end of that.

*Note: See Lesson 2 for these parts of speech.
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 ► Read the directions and complete the tasks that follow.

In the table listed below, match the part of speech with the correct definition. Write the letter of 

the definition in the blank line following the part of speech.

PART OF SPEECH                                         DEFINITION

1. verb _ A. a word that takes the place of a noun

2. noun _ B. a word that expresses physical activity

3. common noun  _ C. a word indicating people, places, things, and ideas that are specific

4. helping verb _ D. a word indicating people, places, things, and ideas that are general

5. pronoun _ E. a word that replaces the subject in a sentence

6. action verb _
F. a word that expresses a state of being and connects the subject to 

the rest of the sentence

7. object pronoun _
G. a word that helps the participle form of a verb be precise in some 

way, provides emphasis, or forms a question

8. proper noun _ H. a word that shows action or indicates being

9. linking verb _ I.  a word for a person, place, thing, or idea

10. subject pronoun _ J. a word that replaces the object in a sentence

The words listed below can be both nouns and verbs. For each word, write one sentence using  

the word as a noun and one using it as a verb. Use a dictionary, if necessary, to find the meaning 

of a word.

1. address (noun)

2. address (verb)

3. bow (noun)

4. bow (verb)

5. ground (noun)

6. ground (verb)

7. lie (noun)

8. lie (verb)

9. need (noun)

10. need (verb)

11. point (noun)

12. point (verb)

4A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 4 of 4

Use of Language
Interpreting Word Meaning

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► The following excerpt is taken from The Red-Headed League by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. In the 
numbered spaces that follow, identify the parts of speech that are numbered and in bold. 

(The parts of speech for this task are common noun, proper noun, subject pronoun, object 
pronoun, action verb, linking verb, and helping verb.)

(1) I (2) called upon my (3) friend, (4) Mr. Sherlock Holmes, one (5) day in the (6) 
autumn of last (7) year, and found (8) him in deep conversation with a very stout and 
elderly (9) gentleman with fiery red (10) hair. With an apology for my intrusion, (11) I was 
about to withdraw when (12) Holmes (13) pulled (14) me abruptly into the (15) room and 
(16) closed the (17) door behind (18) me.

“(19) You could not possibly have come at a better time, my dear (20) Watson,” (21) he 
said cordially.

“(22) I (23) was afraid that (24) you (25) were engaged.”

“So I am. Very much so.”

“Then I can wait in the next room.”

“Not at all! This gentleman, (26) Mr. Wilson, not only (27) has been my (28) partner and 
(29) helper in many of my most successful cases, but also (30) has hinted that (31) he can 
be of the utmost use to (32) me in yours.”

The stout gentleman (33) rose from his chair and (34) gave a quick bow of greeting, 
with a quick little questioning (35) glance from his small (36) eyes.

1. 13. 25. 

2. 14. 26. 

3. 15. 27. 

4. 16. 28. 

5. 17. 29. 

6. 18. 30. 

7. 19. 31. 

8. 20. 32. 

9. 21. 33. 

10. 22. 34. 

11. 23. 35. 

12. 24. 36. 
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