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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Text Structure – Examining Sequence of Events

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Examining 
Sequence of Events. Sequence of events is the order in which 
things happen or change in a text. When readers examine 
sequence, they analyze how and when things happen in a 
text, such as how a process is done or how an idea, event, or 
character changes.
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B A S I C

When you read a text, you will find that things happen in a certain order. One thing happens, then another, 

and then another. To remember what happens when, you can make a type of list. It helps to keep these 

questions in mind. 

• What happened first? 

• What happened next, and then next after that? 

• What happened last?

Sometimes, a text will have words in it to help you find the order of things. A text might have the words 

“first,” “second,” and “third” in it. Or a text might use the words “start,” “then,” “next,” and “last.” These 

words help you find out what thing or event happened first, and what followed after that until the thing or 

event ended.

Here are words that can help you find the order of things in a text.

                           

WORDS THAT SHOW 

THE BEGINNING OF 

AN ORDER

WORDS THAT SHOW THE  

MIDDLE OF AN ORDER

WORDS THAT 

SHOW THE END OF 

AN ORDER

FOR TEXTS 
AND 

STORIES

begin, first, front, main, 
one, open, start, top

after, another, continue, follow,  
later, middle, next, then

close, final, finish,  
stop, end, last

FOR LISTS 1, one, 1st, first
2 (3,4,5, and so on)

two (three, four, five, and so on)
second (third, fourth, fifth, and so on)

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from a story about a rabbit who wanted to be king. 
Look at the words that are underlined.

Long ago, a rabbit lived on a farm. Many other animals also lived there. The rabbit 
decided he would be the king of the animals. Whenever there was trouble, the rabbit 
would hold a meeting. First, he would climb onto a big rock. He used the rock as his 
throne. Then he put on a crown of leaves. After that, he held a carrot in his paw as if it were 
a sword. He would swing the carrot in the air. Finally, he would call as loudly as he could, 
“The meeting will now begin!”

The underlined words “first,” “then,” “after,” and “finally” help you find the order of things in the story.  

Suppose you are asked, “What did the rabbit do when he wanted to hold a meeting? List the things the 

rabbit did in order from first to last.” Because you know what words to look for, you can find the answer to 

this. First he climbed on a rock. Then he put on a crown of leaves. After that, he held a carrot in his paw as 

if it were a sword. Finally, he called out that the meeting will begin.

Knowing the order of things can help you remember what happens in a text.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A thirsty crow needed a drink of water. The crow saw a glass pitcher that had some 
water in it. The crow put its beak into the pitcher to take a drink, but the water was too 
low. The crow tried and tried but it could not reach the water. Then the crow had an idea. 
It took a pebble and dropped it into the pitcher. The water got a little bit higher. The crow 
dropped another pebble in the pitcher, and another, and another. After many pebbles, the 
water was near the top of the pitcher. Finally, the crow took a long drink of water.

1. How did the thirsty crow get a drink? Put these events from the paragraph above in the correct 

order from first to last.

A. The crow dropped another pebble in the pitcher, and another, and another.

B. The crow had an idea.

C. The crow took a long drink of water.

D. The crow saw a glass pitcher that had some water in it. 

A sinkhole is a huge hole in the ground. It forms very quickly. It can happen in a few 
ways. One way has to do with water. There is a rock under the surface of the ground. The 
rock is under the grass, the dirt, and the roads. Then a heavy rain storm or a flood washes 
the rock away. After that, an empty hole is left under the ground where the rock once was. 
There is nothing to support the surface of the ground. Then the grass, dirt, and roads all fall 
down, and a huge hole opens up. A sinkhole is born!

2. What is one way a sinkhole can happen? Put these events from the paragraph above in the 

correct order from first to last.

A. A heavy rain storm or a flood washes the rock away.

B. There is a rock under the surface of the ground.

C. An empty hole is left under the ground where the rock once was.

D. The grass, dirt, and roads all fall down and a huge hole opens up.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Jacques Cousteau was a modern-day explorer. He spent much of his life learning about 
the sea. He was born on June 11, 1910, in a small French town. He learned to swim at the 
age of four. That’s when his love for the sea began. Jacques also loved movies. He wanted 
to learn how a movie camera works. So in 1923, at age 13, he saved up his money and 
bought a movie camera. After that, in 1930, Jacques joined the French Navy. This was his 
chance to travel the ocean. In 1943, he met with a French engineer. They made what they 
called the “aqua lung.” This new invention let a person breathe under the water for a long 
time. This was the start of the sport known as scuba diving.

3. Put these events from Jacques Cousteau’s life in order from first to last.

A. He learned to swim.

B. He met with a French engineer and made an “aqua lung.”

C. He bought a movie camera.

D. He joined the French navy and got the chance to travel the ocean.

All spiders spin silk, but not all spiders make webs. Silk can be dry, stretchy, or sticky. A 
web lets a spider catch food without using a lot of energy. An entire web starts with one 
thread of dry silk. First, the spider spins a thread of dry silk between two objects. Second, 
the spider makes two more threads of dry silk that are attached to the first thread. The 
three threads together look like a Y. Third, the spider covers the Y with more threads in the 
shape of a circle. The spider starts at the center of the Y and moves around and around the 
web. Soon the spider has made a big web of dry silk. Last, the spider goes over the whole 
web with sticky silk. This sticky silk catches flies and other bugs that the spider can eat. 
Dinner is served!

4. How does a spider make a web? Put these events from the paragraph above in order from first to 

last.

A. The spider goes over the whole web with sticky silk.

B. The spider covers the Y with more threads in the shape of a circle.

C. The spider spins a thread of dry silk between two objects. 

D. The spider makes two more threads of dry silk that are attached to the first thread.
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What does it mean to follow the order of events in a text? It means you keep track of what 

happens when. It can help to make a list. Certain questions can help you. Ask yourself, “What 

happened first? What happened next, and then next after that? What happened last?” Knowing 

the order of events can help you better understand the text.

Some texts tell you how to do something. Other texts explain how something works. These types 

of texts often use certain words. They may use “first,” “second,” and “third.” Or they may use 

“to start,” “then,” “after,” and “last.” These words help you follow the order of events. What if the 

events are not listed in the correct order? What if the last step were listed first? Or if the steps in 

the middle were all mixed up? These texts would not make much sense.

 ► For example, read the following paragraph. Pay attention to the words that are underlined.

Do you like cake? Most of us do. How do you bake a cake? There are a few things 
you need to do. First, choose a cake recipe. A recipe tells you what you need to bake a 
cake and how to do it. Second, read the recipe from beginning to end. Make sure you 
understand it. Third, get everything that you need to bake the cake. Get the flour, sugar, 
eggs, and anything else the recipe lists to bake the cake. Get a mixing bowl and a spoon. 
Get the right size baking pan. Then follow the recipe carefully. Soon you will be eating a 
delicious cake that you made. 

The words “first,” “second,” “third,” and “then” help you follow the order of events. If these events 

are not done in the correct order, something might go wrong. It might take longer to bake the 

cake. Or the cake may not come out the way it should. 

Now suppose you are asked to complete this task:

 ► The paragraph above explains how to bake a cake. Put these events in the correct order from 
first to last.

A. Get everything you need to bake the cake.

B. Choose a cake recipe.

C. Read the recipe from beginning to end.

D. Follow the recipe carefully.

 

These answer choices do not have the words “first,” “second,” “third,’ or “then” listed with the 

events. However, go back to the text. These words are used in the paragraph. They helped you 

follow the order of events as you read. First, choose a cake recipe. Second, read the recipe from 

beginning to end. Third, get everything that you need to bake the cake. Then follow the recipe 

carefully.

Because you followed the order of events in the paragraph, you have the information you need 

to put the answer choices in the correct order from first to last here. The correct order of events 

for these answer choices is B, C, A, D.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

Do you want to earn some money? Do you like children? Then maybe you should try 
babysitting. It means you take care of children while their parents are away for a short 
time. How do you start? The first thing you should do is take a babysitting class. The next 
thing to do is simple but very important! Tell everyone you know you are ready to babysit. 
Tell your neighbor. Ask them to tell other people. Soon parents will want you to babysit 
their children. Find out how old their children are. Ask what they expect you to do. What if 
this job is not a good one for you? You can tell the parents no. What if you want to take the 
job? Then tell the parents yes! Be sure to write down the day and time you will be working. 
You do not want to miss your first day of work!

 
1. If you want to babysit, how do you start? Put these events from the paragraph above in the 

correct order from first to last.

A. Tell the parents no if you do not want the job or yes if you do.

B. Tell everyone you are ready to babysit.

C. Take a babysitting class.

D. Find out how old the children are and what you are expected to do.

A fish can be a good pet to get. Many people like to watch fish swim. Fish are also very 
quiet. They will not wake you up at night. If you want a fish as a pet, where do you start? 
First, choose a fish. Then choose a tank. A small fish can live in a small fish tank. But a 
larger fish will need a bigger fish tank. Next, get equipment for the tank. A tank will need 
things such as an air pump and a filter. A person at a pet store can help you find everything 
you need. Finally, get some fish food. Don’t forget to feed your new pet!

2. What are the steps to getting a fish as a pet? Put these events from the paragraph above in the 

correct order from first to last.

A. Get some fish food and feed your new pet.

B. Choose a tank.

C. Get equipment for the tank.

D. Choose a fish.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

A fossil is part of an animal or a plant that lived long ago. There are different types of 
fossils. One type is called a body fossil. How does a body fossil form? First, an animal dies. 
Then the animal’s body is covered by mud or wet sand. Many, many years pass. Some soft 
parts of the animal rot. But the hard parts, like bones or teeth, do not rot. These parts 
change very slowly into something hard, like rocks. Then the bones and teeth become 
fossils.

3. How does a body fossil form? Put these events from the paragraph above in the correct order 

from first to last.

A. An animal dies.

B. The bones and teeth change into something hard, like rocks.

C. The animal’s body is covered by mud or wet sand.

D. The soft parts of the animal rot.

Trees grow almost everywhere. They grow in dry places and wet places. They grow in 
warm areas and cold areas. Like all living things, trees have a life cycle. A tree starts from 
a seed. The roots grow first. They dig into the ground to get water and food from the soil. 
Then a stem grows out of the seed and up through the ground. At this point, the young 
tree is called a seedling. Then the seedling grows leaves. The leaves help the seedling get 
more light from the sun. The seedling gets bigger and becomes a sapling. After a few 
years, the sapling grows and becomes an adult tree. An adult tree can have flowers, nuts, 
or seeds. These fall to the ground and grow into new trees.

4. Put these events from the life cycle of a tree in order from first to last.

A. The seedling grows leaves.

B. The roots dig into the ground to get water and food from the soil.

C. The sapling grows and becomes an adult tree.

D. A stem grows up through the ground.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5B Examining Sequence of Events 
 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Describe a selection's beginning, middle, and end. 

Basic Create a timeline of the sequence of events in a selection. 

Basic Draw a cartoon strip that shows the events that happened in this selection in the 
order in which they occurred. 

Intermediate Explain how the sequence of events in a selection built suspense or led to the 
selection's conclusion. 

Intermediate Create a timeline of the sequence of events in a selection. Use the Internet or other 
research tools to find other historical events that occurred during the same 
timeframe and incorporate the dates on your timeline. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Think about a narrative you read. Re-write the story in reverse order, but make 
sure it still has the same lesson or theme. 

Intermediate Describe a selection in which the sequence of events is not obvious. Explain how 
this structure aided or impeded your understanding of the selection. 

Intermediate Write summary paragraphs for a prequel and sequel to a selection. 

Intermediate Describe a selection in which the author uses flashbacks to explain character 
motivation and plot development. 

Intermediate Write a new sequence of events for a selection, but keep the ending or conclusion 
the same. 

Intermediate Describe how the author of a selection uses details to advance the plot. 
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