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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Text Structure – Examining Genre

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Examining 
Genre: Genre is the style or type of writing used in a text. When 
readers examine the genre of the text, they look at things like 
text structure, setting, plot, character, tone, topic, and purpose 
to figure out what type of text it is.
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Text Structure
Examining Genre

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Bookstores are impressive. They offer thousands of choices, so it’s 

almost certain that you can find a book you’d like to read. But with 

so many books in the store, how can you find the books that are 

most suitable for your personal interests and preferences? Luckily, 

most bookstores organize texts by genre, which can help you 

quickly find the section of books that’s most appealing to your own 

preferences.

Some readers prefer to read nonfiction texts, which tell about real events, real people, or real 

places. Other readers prefer to read fiction. A work of fiction is something that has been made 

up. Fiction comes from the imagination of an author. Fictional books can be organized into a 

large array of genres.

As you read a work of fiction, keep in mind the genre of your text. You’ll want to approach 

different genres with slightly different mindsets. For example, a book about historical fiction may 

seem like it is a true story. However, you need to keep in mind that the plot of the book came 

from the author’s imagination, and probably includes people, events, or details that are not real. 

Here’s a list of some of the most popular fiction genres. Note that some books can be clearly 

categorized in one genre, but many books may fall into more than one genre category.  

GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Action and 
Adventure

Exciting, thrilling experiences that often 
put characters at risk or in danger in 
some way.

The Hunger Games series, in which the 
main character fights for survival.

Fable
Animals that can talk like human beings, 
yet they retain their animal-like traits. 
Fables teach a “moral” or lesson.

Aesop’s Fables, which include stories 
such as The Tortoise and the Rabbit. (A 
speedy rabbit loses a race to a slow-
moving tortoise. The moral: Slow and 
steady wins the race.) 

Fantasy
Impossible things occur, such as magical 
powers or talking creatures.

The Harry Potter series, which tells about 
the experiences of a young wizard and 
his friends.

Historical 
Fiction

Includes make-believe characters that 
live during historical times or experience 
historical events. Elements of the story 
may be true, but parts of the story come 
from the author’s imagination.

The Color Purple, Alice Walker’s novel set 
in the U.S. South during the 1930s, or Gone 
with the Wind, a book by Margaret Mitchell 
that is set around the time of the U.S. Civil 
War. 

Legend

A traditional story that describes the 
feats of a person who may have really 
existed, but it is impossible to prove 
the story is true. Often the feats are 
exaggerated to demonstrate the power, 
strength, or wisdom of the person. 

Robin Hood, who robbed from the rich and 
gave to the poor, may be based, in part, 
on a real man who lived during medieval 
times. 

Genre is determined by 

the language, subject, 

or setting of the story. 
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GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Mystery
Includes some kind of puzzling or 
suspenseful event that is usually resolved 
by the end of the book.

Books about detectives solving crimes, 
such as The Complete Works of Sherlock 
Holmes.

Myth

A traditional story that attempts to 
explain something about nature or human 
interaction, and usually involves gods or 
supernatural beings.

The Percy Jackson and the Olympians 
series tells about contemporary adventures 
of a boy who is the son of a Greek god.

Realistic 
Fiction

Has made-up characters who behave in a 
realistic way and live in a realistic setting.

The House on Mango Street is a novel by 
Sandra Cisneros that describes a young 
woman’s experiences in contemporary 
times.

Romance
Focuses on human relationships and 
romantic love.

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is a well-
known tale of love and loss.

Satire 
Exposes or criticizes aspects of society 
through the use of humor or irony.

George Orwell’s Animal Farm, a satiric 
novel about political systems, uses animals 
to represent the political figures.

Science 
Fiction

Includes ideas about technology, the 
future, space travel, and the potential 
harm or danger from science. 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein was an 
examination of science at the time it was 
written, while Arthur C. Clarke’s 2001: 
A Space Odyssey explored the risks of 
technology and space travel. 

Text Structure
Examining Genre
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 ► Read the description of a book, then indicate the letter that corresponds to the most 
appropriate genre for the book.

A. Action and Adventure  G. Myth

B. Fable    H. Realistic Fiction

C. Fantasy    I.  Romance   

D. Historical Fiction   J. Satire

E. Legend    K. Science Fiction

F. Mystery      

BOOK DESCRIPTION GENRE

1. The life of a teenager who is going to high school in the present day. _

2. A man decides to travel around the world. On the way, he meets many 

people and has many pleasant experiences.

_

3. A young painter during the Renaissance gets to meet Leonardo  

da Vinci and becomes his student.

_

4. Aliens from another planet land on Earth. _

5. The gods decide to teach human beings a lesson about being kind 

toward each other.

_

6. Two children decide to figure out who has been taking candy from a 

neighborhood store.

_

7. A young girl discovers she has the power to communicate with her pets. _

8. Childhood friends who have not seen each other for many years run into 

each other by chance. Over time, they fall in love and get married. 

_

Text Structure
Examining Genre
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Your favorite music might be hip-hop or rock. It might be jazz or country music. Each genre, or 

type, of music has its own characteristics that make it sound different from other kinds of music.  

The nonfiction texts you read also have genres. Nonfiction texts tell about real events, real 

people, or real places by presenting facts, opinions, or a combination of them. Different kinds of 

nonfiction texts each have their own characteristics.

As you read nonfiction texts, keep this in mind: Facts are information that can be proven to be 

true and valid. An author’s opinions are his or her own views about something. Sometimes when 

you read nonfiction, it is not immediately clear if you are reading facts or opinions. You’ll need to 

read closely and carefully. You may need to verify the information you are reading from another 

reliable source. 

Here’s a list of some nonfiction genres: 

GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Autobiography

A text that tells about a person’s life. 
The text is written by the person himself 
or herself, and can include facts and 
opinions. This kind of text is almost 
always written using the “me, myself, 
and I” narration.

In Maya Angelou’s autobiography, I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, the 
author focuses on her early life. Elie 
Wiesel’s Night tells about his family’s 
experience in concentration camps 
during World War II.

Biography

A text that tells about a person’s life. 
The text is written by someone other 
than the person who is the main focus 
of the text, and can include facts and 
opinions.

Elizabeth Partridge’s This Land Was 
Made for You and Me: The Life and 
Songs of Woody Guthrie examines the 
life and work of a legendary folk singer 
and activist.  

Blogs

A blog is a regularly updated website, 
which may be written by an individual 
or a group. Blogs express the opinions 
of people who write them, though they 
may also include facts to support the 
opinions. Blogs are usually informal and 
conversational in tone.

Mashable, a popular blog that covers 
social media and technology, was 
started by a teen who wrote about his 
own observations. Today, millions of 
people follow this blog that mixes news, 
information, and opinions written by 
many writers.

Diary/Journal

A diary or journal is a text that records 
the events, experiences, and other 
happenings in a person’s life. The 
person records these events on a 
regular basis, usually daily. Diaries and 
journals may include facts and opinions.

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl is the 
world-renowned account of an adolescent 
who was in hiding with her family during 
World War II.

Editorial

An editorial is a text that expresses 
the opinion of a newspaper or other 
periodical about a specific event, 
person, or subject. This kind of text 
may also include facts to support the 
opinions.

Newspapers, as well as other print and 
online periodicals, often have articles 
that express their opinions about topics, 
events, or people. Legitimate news 
sources will clearly and directly let readers 
know which articles are editorials. 
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GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Essays and 
Letters

An essay is a short text written about a 
particular subject. An essay expresses 
the point of view of its author, and 
it may include facts to support the 
author’s opinions. An essay may 
describe or analyze something, or 
argue for or against something. Letters, 
which are similar to essays, are personal 
correspondence that usually express 
the private thoughts and feelings of the 
letter writer.

James Baldwin’s collection of essays, 
Notes of a Native Son, offers social 
commentary and intellectual analysis 
of the African American experience in 
America. Letter from a Birmingham Jail by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was written for 
a wide audience. It discusses the strategy 
of nonviolent resistance.

News report

A news report describes details about 
current events. To be valid and reliable, 
a news report must include information 
and facts that can be proven, and must 
be based on trustworthy sources. 

Reliable news sources include printed 
media, such as daily newspapers and 
periodicals. Many legitimate online news 
sources also are available. However, 
some print and online providers claim 
to be news sources but they are not 
providing accurate or verifiable facts and 
information. 

Reference 
books and 
materials.

Reference books and related materials 
provide facts and information that 
can be useful in validating information 
presented in other non-fiction texts. 

Print and online examples include 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, user manuals, 
and textbooks.

Speeches

The transcript of speeches allow a 
reader to take a close look at the words 
that were delivered during times of 
triumph or transition. Speeches can also 
help a reader better understand specific 
events or periods of history. 

President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
was a speech that talked about the 
nation’s history, as well as its purpose. 

Text Structure
Examining Genre

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

5C



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

 ► Read the description of a nonfiction text, then indicate the letter that corresponds to the 
most appropriate genre for the book.

A. Autobiography   F. Essay/Letters

B. Biography   G. News Report

C. Blog    H. Reference books and materials

D. Diary/Journal   I. Speeches

E. Editorial

DESCRIPTION OF TEXT GENRE

1. A man tells about the hardships and challenges his mother faced as a 

single parent and immigrant to a new country.

_

2. A group of teens offer continuously updated commentary and reviews 

on popular movies and music in an online format.

_

3. A newspaper announces it is supporting a presidential candidate and 

explains why it is doing so.

_

4. A president makes an important announcement as she speaks to a 

gathering of all the members of the United Nations.

_

5. A comedian writes a book to describe her life and successes, including 

her childhood, early years of her career, and her work as a writer on a TV 

show.

_

6. A magazine provides a detailed and accurate account of a scientific 

discovery.

_

7. A boy who lived through the American Revolution wrote down his 

personal thoughts and feelings every day during that war.

_

8. A website includes a dictionary of medical terms. _

Text Structure
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5C Examining Genre 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe how the titles of five selections that you have read did (or did not) give 
you clues to let you know if the selection was fiction or non-fiction. 

Basic How do you know if a text is fiction or non-fiction? Provide examples from texts 
you have read to support your ideas. 

Basic Describe two selections, one a fairy tale and one a biography. How are they 
different from one another? 

Intermediate Choose one fiction and one non-fiction text that are on the same topic (such as a 
historical event, or the life of an influential person). Describe how the two different 
genres relay the same information and how the structure of each genre affects the 
understanding of the information. 

Intermediate Choose a selection that uses humor or satire to make a comment about an issue. 
Explain how this type of genre uses language to make a point. What is the 
comment or point, and how do you know? 

 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Choose a narrative text. Describe how the author uses language and dialogue to 
relay information about characters and events. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as a mystery or an 
adventure? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain 
your answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as science fiction or 
fantasy? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your 
answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as a romance? Use 
details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as historical fiction? 
Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate How are fairy tales and myths the same, and how are they different? Choose one 
selection that you have read from each genre and compare and contrast them. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Describe the difference between a biography and an autobiography. Tell about 
selections you read that are examples of each genre, and explain what clues in the 
text let you identify the genre. 

Basic Choose a Non-fiction text you have read and create a narrative that is based on 
information in that text. 

Intermediate Choose an expository piece, such as a speech or an essay. Describe how the author 
uses language to relay information, or make (or respond) to an argument. 
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Text Structure

The Reading Plus Learn Site has additonal resources for this skill. 
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