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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5A Examining Text Structure 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe an author's use of symbols in a selection that you have read. Explain what 
the symbols mean and how they connect to the characters and events in the 
selection. 

Basic Explain an author's use of description in a selection, and how the description 
shaped the way you viewed and understood the person, object, or event described. 

Intermediate Describe an author's use of symbols in a selection that you have read. Explain what 
the symbols represent and how they are applied to the characters and events in 
the selection. 

Intermediate Describe an author's use of sensory details in a selection that you have read. 
Explain how the author shared information through descriptions that use sight, 
sound, taste, smell, or touch. 

Intermediate Explain an author's use of description in a selection, and how the description 
shaped the way you viewed and understood the person, object, or event described. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Why would an author choose to tell a story that does not follow chronological 
order? Use an example from a fictional story you have read to support your 
argument. 

Intermediate Explain why an author chose to organize a selection's plot in an unconventional 
way. What benefits or disadvantages resulted from the action being presented in 
this way? 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select two Non-fiction texts that use different types of text structure to present 
information. Explain why the author's of each selection would chose one kind of 
structure rather than the other. 

Basic Write step-by-step instructions for someone who wants to write a selection on one 
of the following topics: sharks, basketball, or recycling. Include as many details 
about this process as you can. 

Intermediate Choose an informational text that presents information in a cause-and-effect or 
problem-and-solution manner. Describe why the organization of information did 
(or did not) help you understand the main idea of the selection. 


