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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5C Examining Genre 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe how the titles of five selections that you have read did (or did not) give 
you clues to let you know if the selection was fiction or non-fiction. 

Basic How do you know if a text is fiction or non-fiction? Provide examples from texts 
you have read to support your ideas. 

Basic Describe two selections, one a fairy tale and one a biography. How are they 
different from one another? 

Intermediate Choose one fiction and one non-fiction text that are on the same topic (such as a 
historical event, or the life of an influential person). Describe how the two different 
genres relay the same information and how the structure of each genre affects the 
understanding of the information. 

Intermediate Choose a selection that uses humor or satire to make a comment about an issue. 
Explain how this type of genre uses language to make a point. What is the 
comment or point, and how do you know? 

 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Choose a narrative text. Describe how the author uses language and dialogue to 
relay information about characters and events. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as a mystery or an 
adventure? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain 
your answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as science fiction or 
fantasy? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your 
answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as a romance? Use 
details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as historical fiction? 
Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate How are fairy tales and myths the same, and how are they different? Choose one 
selection that you have read from each genre and compare and contrast them. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Describe the difference between a biography and an autobiography. Tell about 
selections you read that are examples of each genre, and explain what clues in the 
text let you identify the genre. 

Basic Choose a Non-fiction text you have read and create a narrative that is based on 
information in that text. 

Intermediate Choose an expository piece, such as a speech or an essay. Describe how the author 
uses language to relay information, or make (or respond) to an argument. 

 

 


