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B A S I C

Before authors write, they make a plan. They figure out what they are going to write. They figure 

out where the information should go in a text. When authors do this, they use text structure. Text 

structure is the way information is organized, or set up, in a text. 

 

Why is text structure important? Because different kinds of texts are written in different ways. 

This also means texts are read in different ways.  

 

For example, suppose you want to cook a meal. You might read a recipe. A recipe is written in 

a certain way. It is written as a set of steps. It tells you what you need to cook the meal. It tells 

you how to cook the meal. You follow the steps in a certain order. When you follow the steps 

correctly, you will have a cooked meal at the end.  

 

The text structure of the recipe is important. A recipe is not written like a story, for instance. It 

does not have characters or a narrator. It does not begin with, “Once upon a time, there was a 

recipe.” It is also not written like a thank-you letter. It does not begin with, “Dear reader, thank you 

for this recipe.” A recipe would not make much sense if it were written in either of those ways! 

 

There are many different types of text structures. Here are some very common ones.

TYPE OF TEXT 

STRUCTURE                               

WHAT WOULD YOU SEE IN  

THIS TYPE OF STRUCTURE?

WHAT KIND OF WRITING WOULD 

USE THIS TEXT STRUCTURE?

Process
a set of steps that explain  

how to do something
a recipe, a sewing pattern, directions 

on how to build something

Sequence
events that happen  
in a certain order

a book about the life cycle of a frog, a 
weather report about how a storm forms

Cause and Effect
an event that causes another  

event to happen
an article about how the moon  

causes the tides to change

Problem and Solution
a problem and ideas  

on how to fix it
a selection about the growing amount  

of garbage and how to recycle it

Description
how something looks, sounds,  

smells, feels, or tastes 
an essay about a family pet,  

an email to a friend about a trip

Compare and 
Contrast

how two things are  
the same or different

an article about how the seasons of the 
year are different, an essay about how 

cars and trucks are alike 

How is text structure helpful? Knowing the text structure can help you better understand the 

information in a text. It can help you remember the information better, too.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Most people sleep for about eight hours a night. Sleep happens in different stages, or 
parts. Each night you get into bed. You close your eyes. Then you enter the first stage. This 
is a light sleep. You can wake up easily from this stage. A few minutes later you go into the 
second stage. This is a deeper sleep. It is a little harder to wake up. Then you move into the 
third stage. This is even deeper. Finally, you move to a fourth stage. This is the deepest. It is 
very hard to wake up at this time.

1. The paragraph above explains events that happen in a certain order. The text structure of this 

paragraph can best be described as 

A. cause and effect.

B. a sequence.

C. a description.

D. compare and contrast.

National parks are special places for people to visit. What can you see in these parks? 
Most have many kinds of animals. Some parks have high mountains. Some are next to an 
ocean. One national park has the tallest trees in the world. Another has a giant waterfall. 
One special park has a large canyon. A canyon is a deep valley. It has steep sides. The 
canyon is in Grand Canyon National Park. People from around the world go to this park.

2. The paragraph above tells what different national parks look like. The text structure of this 

paragraph can best be described as 

A. a description.

B. cause and effect.

C. a process.

D. problem and solution.

5A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

Text Structure
Examining Text Structure

Lesson 1

B A S I C

 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Cat or dog? Which animal is better? Both like to be around humans. Both make very 
good family pets. But some people think one animal is better than the other. Which is 
easier to train? A dog can understand about 165 words. A cat can understand only about 
35 words. This makes a dog a little easier to train. Which animal is cleaner? Both pets need 
people to care for them. A dog needs a bath once in a while. But a cat cleans itself all the 
time. This means the cat is a little better at taking care of itself.   

3. The paragraph above explains how a cat and a dog are both the same and different. The text 

structure of this paragraph can best be described as

A. a process.

B. problem and solution.

C. a sequence.

D. compare and contrast.

Life in a busy city can get crowded. There are a lot of people. There are a lot of 
buildings. There isn’t always a lot of open space. There may not be room for a garden or a 
playground. But there is room for these things, if you know where to look. Look up! How 
often do people think about the roof? Probably not that much. But every building has a 
roof. That’s a lot of extra space that’s not being used. And in the city, many roof tops are 
flat. This means they can be turned into some great useful places.

4. The paragraph explains the problem of crowded cities and how a roof can be turned into helpful 

open space. The text structure of this paragraph can best be described as

A. a sequence

B. a description.

C. problem and solution.

D. cause and effect.
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