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B A S I C

When authors write, they give information. Each author has to figure out the best way to give 

that information to readers. Suppose an author wants to write about bats. Bats are animals that 

can fly. They come out at night. The author might choose to write a narrative story about bats. 

What does “narrative” mean? It means the text has a narrator, or someone who tells the story. 

Narrative writing always tells a story. The story might be made up. Or, the story might be true. 

Either way, a narrative story always has at least one character in it. It usually has speaking in it. 

The speaking would use words such as “I,” “me,” or “we.” It also has a plot. This means the story 

has a beginning, a middle, and an end. 

A made-up narrative story about a bat might look like this.

“I’m so happy!” said Barty the bat. His family was going on a trip. They were going to see 
his cousins. Barty loved trips. He loved flying through the cool night air with his family. He 
also had hundreds of cousins. “I can’t wait to go and see them all!” he thought to himself.

(Bats don’t speak, so this narrative is made up.)

A true narrative story about a bat might look like this.

“I’ve always liked bats,” said Dr. Helen Smith. “That’s why I became a bat scientist. I study 
everything about their lives. Did you know bats can eat more than 6,000 insects every 
night? I learned that on a trip I took. I went to an area where a lot of bats lived. When they 
came out at night, there were hundreds of them!”

(When a real person tells about something he or she has seen or done, then the narrative is true.)

Of course, an author might choose to write about bats in another way. An author might write a 

text about bats that does not use a narrator and does not tell a story. Instead, an author might 

write down facts about bats in a paragraph. Or, list facts about bats in a chart. This kind of text 

is called non-narrative. (The “non” means “not.”) Most non-narrative texts are about real or true 

things.

 A non-narrative text about bats might look like this.

Bats can be found in many areas of the world. Most bats come out only at night. When 
the sun sets, bats go out and hunt for food. Bats often hunt in groups of hundreds, or even 
thousands.

This table can help tell the difference between a narrative and a non-narrative text.

 NARRATIVE 

TEXT

tells a story, has a 
beginning, middle, 

and end 

has characters, has 
speaking that uses 

pronouns 

can be real or  
made up 

NON-NARRATIVE 
TEXT

lists facts, might use 
graphs or charts

does not have 
characters and speaking

is usually real
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The cricket and the toad were good friends. They sat by the pond every day.

One day the toad had a great idea. He said to the cricket, “Why don’t you come to my 
house for dinner? We can share a big fat bug. What do you say?”

“Sure!” said the cricket. “I’d love to.”

1. The paragraph above has animals in it that speak to each other. The text structure can best be 

described as a

A. non-narrative text that uses charts.

B. narrative text that is true.

C. non-narrative text that states facts.

D. narrative text that is made up.

The wind helps the earth in many ways. The wind helps people and animals stay cool on 
a hot day. The wind also helps new plants to grow. The wind will carry the seeds of plants 
from place to place. Then plants can grow in a new area.

2. The paragraph above gives information about the wind. It does not have characters in it. Its text 

structure can best be described as a

A. non-narrative text that states facts.

B. non-narrative text that has speaking in it.

C. narrative text that is true.

D. narrative text that is made up.

The following paragraph is from a selection about a man named Julius. Julius lived many 
years ago in Europe, and was a clown in a circus.

I was born in a circus wagon. It happened in this way. My mother had been a dancer 
on the stage. My father was a dancer and an acrobat. They used their savings to buy a 
small circus. In those days, Europe had many small circuses. They would travel from town 
to town. When the circus was in town, people from all over would come to see it. It was 
always a big event.

3. In the paragraph above, a person is telling about a part of his life. The text structure in this 

paragraph can best be described as a

A. non-narrative text that is made up.

B. narrative text that is made up.

C. narrative text that is true.

D. non-narrative text that is true.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

In the center of America is a huge stretch of flat land. It is called the Great Plains. It goes 
from Canada to Texas. The only thing that grows there is thick grass. A wind always blows. 
It is hot and dry. Only about ten inches of rain fall each year. There are no rivers or lakes. 
The early settlers left the plains alone. They thought it was not good farmland. There was 
not enough water.

4. The paragraph above gives information about a certain area in America. It does not have 

characters or speaking in it. The text structure of the paragraph can best be described as a

A. narrative text that is made up.

B. narrative text that is true.

C. non-narrative text that is made up.

D. non-narrative text that is true.
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