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B A S I C

When you read a text, you will find that things happen in a certain order. One thing happens, then another, 

and then another. To remember what happens when, you can make a type of list. It helps to keep these 

questions in mind. 

• What happened first? 

• What happened next, and then next after that? 

• What happened last?

Sometimes, a text will have words in it to help you find the order of things. A text might have the words 

“first,” “second,” and “third” in it. Or a text might use the words “start,” “then,” “next,” and “last.” These 

words help you find out what thing or event happened first, and what followed after that until the thing or 

event ended.

Here are words that can help you find the order of things in a text.

                           

WORDS THAT SHOW 

THE BEGINNING OF 

AN ORDER

WORDS THAT SHOW THE  

MIDDLE OF AN ORDER

WORDS THAT 

SHOW THE END OF 

AN ORDER

FOR TEXTS 
AND 

STORIES

begin, first, front, main, 
one, open, start, top

after, another, continue, follow,  
later, middle, next, then

close, final, finish,  
stop, end, last

FOR LISTS 1, one, 1st, first
2 (3,4,5, and so on)

two (three, four, five, and so on)
second (third, fourth, fifth, and so on)

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from a story about a rabbit who wanted to be king. 
Look at the words that are underlined.

Long ago, a rabbit lived on a farm. Many other animals also lived there. The rabbit 
decided he would be the king of the animals. Whenever there was trouble, the rabbit 
would hold a meeting. First, he would climb onto a big rock. He used the rock as his 
throne. Then he put on a crown of leaves. After that, he held a carrot in his paw as if it were 
a sword. He would swing the carrot in the air. Finally, he would call as loudly as he could, 
“The meeting will now begin!”

The underlined words “first,” “then,” “after,” and “finally” help you find the order of things in the story.  

Suppose you are asked, “What did the rabbit do when he wanted to hold a meeting? List the things the 

rabbit did in order from first to last.” Because you know what words to look for, you can find the answer to 

this. First he climbed on a rock. Then he put on a crown of leaves. After that, he held a carrot in his paw as 

if it were a sword. Finally, he called out that the meeting will begin.

Knowing the order of things can help you remember what happens in a text.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A thirsty crow needed a drink of water. The crow saw a glass pitcher that had some 
water in it. The crow put its beak into the pitcher to take a drink, but the water was too 
low. The crow tried and tried but it could not reach the water. Then the crow had an idea. 
It took a pebble and dropped it into the pitcher. The water got a little bit higher. The crow 
dropped another pebble in the pitcher, and another, and another. After many pebbles, the 
water was near the top of the pitcher. Finally, the crow took a long drink of water.

1. How did the thirsty crow get a drink? Put these events from the paragraph above in the correct 

order from first to last.

A. The crow dropped another pebble in the pitcher, and another, and another.

B. The crow had an idea.

C. The crow took a long drink of water.

D. The crow saw a glass pitcher that had some water in it. 

A sinkhole is a huge hole in the ground. It forms very quickly. It can happen in a few 
ways. One way has to do with water. There is a rock under the surface of the ground. The 
rock is under the grass, the dirt, and the roads. Then a heavy rain storm or a flood washes 
the rock away. After that, an empty hole is left under the ground where the rock once was. 
There is nothing to support the surface of the ground. Then the grass, dirt, and roads all fall 
down, and a huge hole opens up. A sinkhole is born!

2. What is one way a sinkhole can happen? Put these events from the paragraph above in the 

correct order from first to last.

A. A heavy rain storm or a flood washes the rock away.

B. There is a rock under the surface of the ground.

C. An empty hole is left under the ground where the rock once was.

D. The grass, dirt, and roads all fall down and a huge hole opens up.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Jacques Cousteau was a modern-day explorer. He spent much of his life learning about 
the sea. He was born on June 11, 1910, in a small French town. He learned to swim at the 
age of four. That’s when his love for the sea began. Jacques also loved movies. He wanted 
to learn how a movie camera works. So in 1923, at age 13, he saved up his money and 
bought a movie camera. After that, in 1930, Jacques joined the French Navy. This was his 
chance to travel the ocean. In 1943, he met with a French engineer. They made what they 
called the “aqua lung.” This new invention let a person breathe under the water for a long 
time. This was the start of the sport known as scuba diving.

3. Put these events from Jacques Cousteau’s life in order from first to last.

A. He learned to swim.

B. He met with a French engineer and made an “aqua lung.”

C. He bought a movie camera.

D. He joined the French navy and got the chance to travel the ocean.

All spiders spin silk, but not all spiders make webs. Silk can be dry, stretchy, or sticky. A 
web lets a spider catch food without using a lot of energy. An entire web starts with one 
thread of dry silk. First, the spider spins a thread of dry silk between two objects. Second, 
the spider makes two more threads of dry silk that are attached to the first thread. The 
three threads together look like a Y. Third, the spider covers the Y with more threads in the 
shape of a circle. The spider starts at the center of the Y and moves around and around the 
web. Soon the spider has made a big web of dry silk. Last, the spider goes over the whole 
web with sticky silk. This sticky silk catches flies and other bugs that the spider can eat. 
Dinner is served!

4. How does a spider make a web? Put these events from the paragraph above in order from first to 

last.

A. The spider goes over the whole web with sticky silk.

B. The spider covers the Y with more threads in the shape of a circle.

C. The spider spins a thread of dry silk between two objects. 

D. The spider makes two more threads of dry silk that are attached to the first thread.
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