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Genre is the type or style of writing used in a text. One major form of genre is fiction. If a text is 

fiction, it means that it is a work of the imagination. The events in the text are made up. They did 

not really happen. The characters in the text are also made up. They do not exist in real life. Most 

fiction writings are narrative. This means the story is told through the use of a narrator. There 

are many different types of fiction genres. You may already know some that are used in many 

classrooms. 

Myths, fairy tales, and fables are fiction genres. Myths are very old stories. They have gods and 

goddesses in them who talk to or visit humans on earth. Zeus, Athena, Nike, and Hades are 

popular gods and goddesses from Greek myths. Odin, Thor, and Loki are popular gods from 

Norse myths.

Fairy tales are also very old stories. They have magical or imaginary creatures and events in 

them. They often begin with the phrase, “Once upon a time….” Some of the most well-known 

fairy tales today were published in the 1800s. They were published by brothers Jacob and 

Wilhelm Grimm. These include Cinderella, Snow White, Sleeping Beauty, and Hansel and Gretel.

Fables usually have talking animals in them. Fables are often used to teach a lesson. Or, they 

might explain how an event happened. An ancient writer named Aesop wrote many fables more 

than 2,500 years ago!

There are many other types of fiction genres. One is science fiction. Science fiction stories tell 

about science and technology. They often take place in the future. They can also have robots, 

space travel, or aliens in them. Here is an example of science fiction: 

The bus pulled up to the curb. Pablo found a seat and closed his eyes.

A skinny teen moved closer to Pablo. “I am not from this planet. I have always wanted to see 
what Earth is like.”

Pablo rolled his eyes. “So you’re an alien on vacation, huh? You’re crazy. Get away from me.”

Pablo reached for his book bag. All of a sudden, his book bag began to float. It rose up into 
the air. It gently landed on his lap.

Pablo could not believe what he had just seen. He looked at the alien.

“Do you still think I am crazy?” the alien asked.

Another type is mystery and detective fiction. Mystery and detective fiction stories have some 

kind of puzzle or crime in them that needs to be solved. Here is an example of mystery and 

detective fiction:

The next morning, Kyle went to get his bike. As he opened the garage door, he could tell 
something was wrong. The old window in the corner was broken. And the place where he 
parked his bike was empty. Someone had stolen his bike! 

Kyle’s mind raced. He always locked his bike, even in the garage. Whoever took his bike 
must have had the key. There were only two other people who knew where he kept both 
his bike and the extra key to the lock. At least Kyle knew where to start looking.
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Historical fiction is set in the past. The story takes place during a time frame or event that really 

happened. It might also include famous people from history. Here is an example of historical 

fiction: 

The gentleman who had asked for breakfast thanked Betsy for it. “The milk you provided 
us,” he said, “was the best I have had in many a day. And the corn bread was delicious. 
Thank you for being so kind. Now I must say goodbye and go on with my journey.”

“Goodbye, sir,” said Betsy, curtsying. “But when will I get to see General Washington?”

Eagerly, she raised her eyes to meet those of the kindly stranger. With a smile, he 
answered, “I am General Washington.”

Another type of fiction is called fantasy fiction. Fantasy fiction usually has a mix of humans 

and monsters in it. It might also have magical beings or ghosts in it. The events that happen in 

fantasy fiction cannot happen in real life. Here is an example of fantasy fiction: 

The trouble with Harrowby Hall was that it was haunted. The ghost that appeared in 
the guest bedroom every Christmas Eve made the most of each visit. It was not happy 
with simply frightening the person in the spare bedroom for a moment or two. Instead, 
the figure remained there for an entire hour before it would disappear. It proved most 
troublesome in another way as well, for the ghost of Harrowby Hall was a soaking, dripping 
water witch.

Realistic fiction is probably the most difficult kind of fiction to figure out. This is because realistic 

fiction seems, well, real. It has no magic or monsters or aliens in it. The characters are regular 

people. The events or problems in the story could actually happen in real life. But it is important 

to remember that it is still a made-up story. Here is an example of realistic fiction:

“Really? A bunkhouse? We are going to sleep here?” Hailey asked. “It doesn’t even have 
a TV. How boring!” She threw her bag on a bunk. “We are in the middle of nowhere.”

“This is a ranch,” said Hailey’s brother, Bryan. “We’re supposed to be in the middle of 
nowhere.”

“This vacation is supposed to be fun,” her father said. “A nice break from city life. Once 
you see the horses, I bet you’ll love it here.”

“Horses are boring,” Hailey said. “This whole place is boring. They don’t even have 
Internet.”
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The bee said, “The bird was badly hurt. He said he was willing to suffer for the one he 
loved. He sang to the rose. He sang even though he was in pain. Then he said he would 
always love the rose. He said he knew the rose was not to blame. He knew the plant with 
thorns put the sharp points on the stem.”

“The bird really loved the rose,” Emma said.

“He did,” said the bee. “He sang to the rose all through the night. In the morning a bright 
red flower bloomed on the rose bush. It was in the very spot where the bird’s bleeding foot 
had rested. This is how the rose got its thorns. This is how the rose got its red color.”

1. The excerpt above is an example of a fable. Which two details best explain why?

A. It has talking animals in it.

B. It gives a reason to explain how something happened.

C. It has a puzzle in it that the characters must solve.

D. It describes characters who use technology in the future.

E. It is based on an actual person from the past.

Mother said, “Could there be a tomato thief? Maybe someone is taking the red 
tomatoes.”

After two days Mark and Lady returned to Mrs. Brown’s house. “Oh no,” said Mark when 
he got there. “I do not see any red tomatoes in the basket. What is happening to them?”

Mrs. Brown came out of her house. “I think we have a tomato thief,” she said. “Mark, can 
you help me catch the thief?”

“Yes,” Mark replied. “I want to help. We can look for clues.”

“What kind of clues?” asked Mrs. Brown.

“A footprint in the dirt. Or a hole in the fence,” Mark explained. “If we find a clue, we 
might find the thief.”

2. Which genre of fiction best describes the paragraph above, and why?

A. science fiction, because one of the characters is a robot

B. fantasy fiction, because the events could never happen in real life

C. mystery or detective fiction, because the characters must solve a puzzle

D. myth, because a god decides to help a group of people
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

“The only man who has been here asking for a place to stay was an old farmer. He was 
so muddy that you could not see the color of his coat. I sent him to the other hotel. He is 
staying there.”

“Did he have red hair?” asked the well-dressed man. “Did he ride a gray horse?”

“Yes,” said the hotel owner. “And he was tall.”

“That was the vice president!” said the well-dressed man.

“Mr. Jefferson?” cried the hotel owner. “Oh no! I did not give a room to the vice president 
of the United States!”

3. Which genre of fiction best describes the paragraph above, and why?

A. Fairy tale, because it uses the phrase “once upon a time.”

B. Historical fiction, because one of the characters is a real person from the past.

C. Science fiction, because it tells about beings from other worlds.

D. Fable, because it teaches a lesson about how an event happened.

 
Pygmalion was a young man who lived on a small island. He spent all of his time making 

statues out of stone. 

The women talked to Pygmalion about marrying, but he just laughed at them. “Leave me 
with my statues,” he said. “They are company for me. If I want to talk, I talk to them.”

Some of the women on the island who had daughters made a plan. They decided to ask 
Aphrodite, the goddess of love, to help them. 

Aphrodite heard the women’s prayers. The goddess visited Pygmalion in his dreams. 
She told him she had been asked to marry him off, and asked him which girl he wanted to 
marry.

4. The excerpt above is an example of a myth. Which statement best explains why?

A. The action in the text includes a goddess visiting a human.

B. The main character is based on a real person from history.

C. The setting is a strange land that is not on planet Earth.

D. The narrator is not one of the characters in the text.

5C


