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Genre is the type or style of writing used in a text. One major form of genre is nonfiction. If a text 
is nonfiction, it means that it is based in fact. Nonfiction texts are about real people, real places, 
and real events. You may already know many types of nonfiction texts that are used in many 
classrooms.  

Textbooks are likely the most common type of nonfiction writing used in a classroom. They are 
written pieces that are informational. They are used to teach or explain something. Textbooks 
can be written for nearly any subject. You probably have a few textbooks right now. You might 
have textbooks for subjects such as math, science, and social studies.

Biographies and autobiographies are another popular type of nonfiction used in schools. A 
biography is the true story of a person’s life. It is written by someone else. An autobiography is 
the true story of a person’s life. It is written by that person (“auto” means “self”). The following 
paragraph is from a biography. It is about a woman named Severn Cullis-Suzuki. Severn fights to 
keep the environment safe. When she was only 12 years old, she gave a speech in front of many 
world leaders. Notice that while the biography was written by someone else, it includes direct 
quotes from Severn.

Severn talked about the environmental problems that affected the earth. She also asked 
questions about what was being done to fix them. She spoke about how she learned to 
share and respect others in kindergarten. Yet all too often, the adults in the world seemed 
to forget those very basic things. She demanded that the adults look at their actions. “I’m 
only a child, and I don’t have all the solutions,” she said. “But I want you to realize, neither 
do you. If you don’t know how to fix it, then please stop breaking it.” 

Essays, arguments, and speeches are also types of nonfiction texts. An explorer might write an 
essay to describe a trip or adventure. A doctor might make an argument to persuade people that 
one kind of medicine is better than another. A leader might give a speech about the need for 
a social change. The following paragraph is an example of a speech. It was made by President 
Obama about the responsibility of being a student:

“Every single one of you has something that you’re good at. Every single one of you 
has something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. 
That’s the opportunity an education can provide. And no matter what you want to do with 
your life, I guarantee that you’ll need an education to do it. You want to be a doctor, or a 
teacher, or a police officer? You want to be a nurse or an architect, a lawyer or a member 
of our military? You’re going to need a good education for every single one of those 
careers.”

Journals, diaries, and letters are types of nonfiction texts as well. A scientist might keep a journal 
of experiments and discoveries. A person might write down thoughts and goals in a diary. Letters 
might be personal (a young child might learn to write and mail a letter to a grandparent) or 
business (a school might send out letters to students and their families thanking them for their 
help in a food drive). 

There are all types of reports that fall into nonfiction writing as well. Perhaps you did an 
experiment in your science class and had to write a report about your results. Or, maybe you 
wrote a book report for a book you read for your English class. The book you read might be 
fiction, but the report you wrote is a type of nonfiction text.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Pedro Martinez played professional baseball for many years. He could throw a baseball 
faster than almost anyone else. He could trick batters into swinging and missing when he 
pitched. Although Pedro was a powerful pitcher, he was not as tall as other players who 
had a similar talent. Yet when he played, Pedro seemed like a giant on the pitcher’s mound. 
When he was pitching, games felt exciting and seemed impossible to lose. Watching Pedro, 
fans felt anything was possible.

1. What type of nonfiction best describes the example above, and what clue in the text supports this?

A. autobiography, because it tells the true story of a person’s life written by that person

B. diary, because it gives a list of someone’s personal thoughts and goals

C. biography, because it is the true story of a person’s life written by someone else

D. argument, because it persuades the reader to view a problem in a certain way

“Dear Archie, on Friday night, Quentin had three friends spend the night with him. They 
played hard. It made me realize how old I had grown and how very busy I had been these 
last few years, to find that they had grown so that I was not needed in the play. Do you 
remember how we used to play hide and go seek? And have obstacle races down the hall 
when you brought in your friends?”

2. The paragraph above can best be described as a personal letter because it

A. opens with a greeting and then describes a family memory.

B. aims to teach a lesson or explain an event.

C. gives details about a trip that an explorer took.

D. was read out loud by a speaker in front of an audience.

Earthquakes are measured using the Richter Scale. This is a system that assigns a 
number based on how much power an earthquake has. Special instruments measure the 
energy in an earthquake, which is then assigned a number on the scale. An earthquake that 
is assigned a 4.0 is ten times more powerful than one that is assigned a 3.0, and 100 times 
more powerful than one assigned a 2.0. Earthquakes that are 2.0 and smaller are too small 
to be felt by people.

3. The paragraph above is an example of nonfiction writing. It would most likely be found in a

A. letter.

B. biography.

C. speech.

D. textbook.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

You may feel sorry for puppy-mill puppies. Maybe you’ll want to rescue (that is, buy) one 
from a pet store. But if you do, you’ll help the puppy mills make money. So where should 
you go to get a pet dog or cat? The best option -- both for you and for your future pet -- is 
an animal shelter. Shelters have many types of dogs and cats. (And even rabbits and other 
animals.) All of them need good homes.

4. What type of nonfiction best describes the example above, and what clue in the text supports this?

A. Autobiography, because it tells the true story of a person’s life written by that person.

B. Diary, because it gives a list of someone’s personal thoughts and goals.

C. Biography, because it is the true story of a person’s life but it is written by someone else.

D. Argument, because it persuades the reader to view a problem in a certain way.
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