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Text Structure
Examining Text Structure

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Text structure is the way information is shared in a written piece. Text structure is based largely on 
the purpose of the text. In other words, what is the text supposed to do? And what is the best way 
for the text to do it? You probably know many different types of text structures already. One very 
common type of text structure is called narrative. Another is called non-narrative. How can you tell 
the difference between the two? Let’s take a look.

A narrative text uses a narrator to tell a story or give information. The narrator is the voice that the 
author uses to tell you what happens next. A narrative has at least one character in it. Most narratives 
use dialogue (speaking between characters). Dialogue can be used to give information and move the 

plot (story line) along.

What can you tell from the above example? There are at least two characters in the story (a husband 
and a wife). There is the hint of a third character (a talking fish). You also can tell that the husband 
and wife might not agree. They have two different points of view about the talking fish. The husband 
thought it was right to let it go. But the wife believed the fish could give them things that they 
wanted. This causes the series of actions between the characters to continue. This helps to move the 
plot along. 

However, some narrative texts do not use dialogue. Sometimes the narrator is the only voice in the 
text. There are no other characters, so there is no one else speaking. These types of narratives still tell 

about events or share information. They just do so from one person’s point of view or experience.

In 1862 I was 10 years old. My family moved to the prairie that year. I was unhappy about 
leaving Virginia, the only place I had ever lived. I knew I would miss it terribly. I blamed the 
United States government for my problem. Congress had passed a law that year, called the 
Homestead Act. The act promised free land to almost anyone who wanted it. But the land 
was located out West on the American frontier, far from my Virginia home.

You can tell from the above example that the narrator had an experience as a child. This experience 
caused her feelings of sadness.

A narrative can be fiction (made up) or nonfiction (true). How can you tell the difference? Most short 
stories and novels are fiction. Anything with “fiction” in the description is a work of the imagination.  
For example, science fiction are stories that are made up. So are mystery and detective fiction stories. 
The characters in these stories are not real people. The events in the stories did not really happen.

However, some narratives are nonfiction. They are about real people and events. A biography is 
nonfiction. It is the true account of a person’s life written by someone else. An autobiography is 
also nonfiction. It is the true account of a person’s life written by that person (“auto” means “self”). 
Narrative nonfiction can also include letters and journals. It includes diaries and speeches. It includes 

personal essays and opinion pieces.  

“Well, husband,” said the wife, “what did you catch today?”
“Well,” said the man, “I did catch a talking fish. But it said it was a prince under a spell, 

so I let it go.”
“Oh dear!” said the wife. “Did you make a wish? Such a fish could grant us that! You 

must call it back! Our house is so small. Wish for a big castle for us, and be quick!”

5A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 2 of 4

    Libraries and bookstores are divided into fiction and nonfiction sections. This makes it easy for you to    
    choose the kind of narrative you want to read.

    On the other hand, a non-narrative text does not have a narrator. It does not use characters or dialogue  
    to give information. Instead, it shares information by stating facts.

    You have probably used a lot of textbooks in your classes. A textbook is one of the most common  
    non-narrative texts. It has information that is broken down into chapters. Many textbooks also have  
    tables, charts, or graphs. Most non-narrative texts are nonfiction. This means they are about people,   
    places, and events that are real.

Take a minute to look at the things that are part of everyday life. A bus, a building, a 
lamp, a jar of jam -- can you guess what they all have in common? Glass! Glass has many 
useful traits. It is fairly easy to make, and it doesn’t cost much money. It can be made into 
a piece of art or used to build a rocket ship. It can be used over and over again without 
losing quality or strength. Believe it or not, humans have been making glass for thousands 
of years.

The above example gives you information about glass in a clear and direct way. 

There are other types of popular non-narrative texts. Does your science class have a lab? If so, you 
have probably read (or had to write) a lab report. A lab report is often used to explain an experiment. 
Maybe you read (or had to write) a book review for an English class. A book report lists the major 
characters in a story. It also tells about the events that happened in the plot. Do you keep up with 
news or current events? If so, you have probably read articles in a newspaper or online. Articles are 
also types of non-narrative texts. They may use outlines to group information in a certain way. They 
may use timelines to show events in history. They may use numbers to list the steps in a process. 
They may give you a set of directions to follow. Do you use a weekly planner to keep track of your 
homework and projects? Or do you use a calendar to write down important events on certain dates? 
These are all examples of non-narrative texts.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Forests are the end product of a process that has been taking place since time began. 
This is the process by which rock breaks down and soil is formed. Later, the soil becomes 
covered with forests. Today, the process continues in much the same way as it did when 
the world was young.

1. What type of text structure is used in the paragraph above, and what clue in the text supports 

this?

A. non-narrative nonfiction, because it states facts and does not use a narrator

B. narrative nonfiction, because it tells about the real experience of one person

C. non-narrative nonfiction, because it describes events that cannot happen in real life

D. narrative fiction, because it uses a narrator and the events are imaginary

2. This paragraph can best be described as narrative fiction for two reasons. What are the two 

reasons?

A. It has a talking animal in it.

B. It uses dialogue. 

C. It takes place in the past.

D. It tells about a true event.

   E. It gives a list of instructions.

The rabbit decided to prove he was the best animal to be king. “This meeting is over,” he 
shouted. “Come back tomorrow. We will have a very important meeting!” He jumped off 
the rock. He hurried home to his rabbit hole. He had a lot of thinking to do.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Braille is a special kind of written language. It is for people who cannot see. The 
language is made up of groups of raised dots. “Raised” means the dots can be felt on a 
page. Braille is named for Louis Braille, the man who created it.

3. What type of text structure is used in this paragraph about Braille, and what clue in the text 

supports this?

A. narrative fiction, because it uses characters and dialogue

B. narrative fiction, because it describes imaginary events

C. non-narrative nonfiction, because the events take place in the future

D. non-narrative nonfiction, because it states facts and does not use a narrator

On Thursday, I received a message from Anjer, a city 90 miles away on the northwest 
coast of Java. The message said that a volcano had broken out at Krakatoa Island, which is 
about 30 miles west of Anjer. The island was in a body of water called Sunda Strait.

4. This paragraph above tells about an actual event in history. This paragraph can best be described 

as narrative because it

A. includes a list of facts and information.

B. has more than one character in it. 

C. uses one specific person’s voice to tell what happens.

D. takes place in a setting that is not real.
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