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Text Structure
Examining Text Structure 

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

A narrative is a type of text structure. It uses a narrator to tell a story. A narrative can be fiction (made 
up) or nonfiction (true). How can you tell if a text is narrative? There are certain clues in the text that 
can help you figure this out. These clues include narrator, dialogue, setting, and plot. 

Narrator: The narrator is the voice the author uses to tell you what happens next. The narrator may 
or may not be a character in a story. Does the narrative voice use personal pronouns such as “I,” “me,” 
“us,” or “we”? If yes, then the narrator is part of the story. Here is an example: 

I hated science. I really did. I used to think it was boring, but then Mr. A started to teach 
at my school. He did some crazy things in class to get the attention of the class. He said it 
was his job to make us like science, and he did his job very well!

This kind of narrator can tell you his or her own thoughts, but does not usually know the 
thoughts of others.

Suppose the narrator does not use “I” or “me” at all. Instead, the narrator uses only characters’ names 
or “he,” “she,” or “they” to tell what happens. In this case, the narrator is not a character in the story. 
Here is an example:

Long ago, a lion ruled a jungle. The lion was king of all the creatures in the jungle. He 
became king because no other creature could fool him. Most of the creatures that lived in 
the jungle liked the lion. But one creature did not. A tiny mosquito disliked the king.

This type of narrator usually knows everything about the characters, including their thoughts. 

Dialogue: Dialogue is the words spoken by the characters. Dialogue has quotation marks around 
it, which shows the words are being said by a character. Dialogue is often used to give readers 
information about characters and events, and helps move the story along. Here is an example:

“How rich is my friend Midas!” the smiling man said. “No other man in the world has as much!” 
“I wish it were more,” said Midas, “and it takes so much labor to get! I am tired of working so 

hard for each small coin. How I wish that everything I touch could change to gold!”

This dialogue tells you that Midas is rich but unhappy. Midas wishes that he didn’t have to work 
so much to earn his gold.

Setting: The setting is where and when the actions and events take place. The setting can give 
background information about the characters and help to set the mood of the story. Here is an 
example:

It was a dark September morning. There was a storm at sea. A ship had sailed close to 
the shore and crashed on some sharp rocks. It had been split in two by the powerful waves. 
Half of the ship had been carried to the bottom of the sea. The other half of the ship lay on 
the rocks. Some of the crew was still alive. But the waves were dashing over the wreck. In a 
little while, the waves would carry it to the bottom as well.

This setting describes a dark morning. There was a storm at sea. A ship crashed on the rocks, 
and only some of the crew was still alive. This setting lets you know from the start that the 
characters are in trouble and need help. The setting also helps to set a mood that is scary and 
tense. 
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Plot: A narrative has three basic parts: a beginning, a middle, and an end. The beginning describes the 
characters and the setting. It usually also states the conflict or the problem. Here is an example:

“Grandpa, why are you closing the fishing camp?” Jake asked. “Why now?”
“I can’t pay the bills,” Grandpa said. “Remember when I lost my job last year? Well, there 

hasn’t been much money.”
“Can’t you get help?”
“I’ve tried.” Grandpa shook his head. “Times are hard. Very hard. I love Camp Emerson. 

It’s my life. I sure will miss those kids this summer.”

    The middle describes the main events. It describes the high point of the story, or the point at which the  
    problem changes.

The next day at school, Jake talked to his friends. “We need to save the camp. For 
Grandpa’s kids.”

Anna, Jake’s best friend, said, “Maybe we can have a bake sale.”
“That wouldn’t make enough money,” Jake said. “But maybe we could get the whole 

school to help out.”
That afternoon, Jake met with the school principal. The news wasn’t good. “I can’t let 

you use the school,” she said. “I’m sorry, Jake. I know Camp Emerson is a good cause.”
That evening, Jake asked his parents for help.”Times are tough for us, too,” his mom said. 

“We can barely pay our own bills.” She reached across the table and held Jake’s hand. “I 
know Grandpa loves the camp. He’s always said we should help the poor whenever we can. 
But we just don’t have the money.”

Jake sighed. It looked like his plan to help wasn’t going to work after all.

    The end describes how the problem is fixed. It gives an ending to the story. 

Two weeks passed. Over 100 fishermen signed up for the contest. They paid $50 each. 
The prize was $500. With the money left over, Jake’s grandfather would be able to save the 
camp.

The day of the contest came. Jake’s parents drove him to the lake. At the camp, Jake 
got out of the car. His father stopped him. “Son, I’m so proud of you. You wanted to save 
the camp. And you did. We know it means a lot to Grandpa.”

“Thanks, Dad,” Jake said. Then he ran to his Grandpa. “We did it, Grandpa!” he yelled.

    Clues such as narrator, dialogue, setting, and plot can help you recognize narrative texts.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Each boy in the class had fixed his mind on two objects: the calendar and the clock. On 
the calendar, JUNE 20 stood out in big black lettering. The clock pointed to the hour of 
three. Exactly 60 minutes stood between us and summer vacation. It was the day of our 
dreams. It was the last day of school! We had thought of this day far back when snow still 
covered the ground. We were eager for it. We lived in hope of it. Tomorrow the school bell 
would be silent.

1. The setting of this paragraph can best be described as a

A. classroom on the last day of school.

B. loud and crowded school playground.

C. quiet corner of a school library.

D. nearly empty school cafeteria.

2. Which statement about the narrator is correct?

A. He is not a character in the text.

B. He is the teacher of the class.

C. He is a student in the class.

D. He is outside the school looking in.

For more than six weeks, no rain had fallen along the southwest side of the Adirondacks, 
mountains in northeastern New York. The ground was parched. In every direction from 
Seabury Settlement, a logging town, fires had been burning through the forest. As yet, the 
nearby valley escaped the fire. But one night, a careless man threw a burning match into 
a pile of brush. When morning came, the west wind was blowing up the valley. It was filled 
with ash. It was warm with the fire that was coming eastward toward the settlement in a 
line a mile wide.

3. This paragraph can best be described as the beginning part of the plot because it

A. shows how the main problem was fixed.

B. gives an ending to the text.

C. describes the setting and the main problem.

D. lists the main characters.

4. The setting of this paragraph creates a mood that can best be described as

A. exciting.

B. funny.

C. comfortable.

D. dangerous.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

The morning after my teacher came, she led me into her room. She gave me a doll. 
The little blind children at the Perkins Institution had sent it. But I did not know this until 
afterward. When I had played with it a little while, Miss Sullivan slowly spelled into my hand 
the word “d-o-l-l.” I was at once interested in this finger play and tried to imitate it. When 
I finally succeeded in making the letters correctly, I was flushed with childish pleasure and 
pride.

5. The narrator of this text is also a character in the text. Which clue supports this?

A. the use of quotation marks around “d-o-l-l”

B. the use of the personal pronouns “me” and “I”

C. the use of the name “Miss Sullivan” 

D. the use of the name “Perkins Institution”
 

Animals and birds were getting ready for winter. The Native Americans were getting 
ready too, for they left their homes in the winter. When snow and ice covered the ground, 
it was very hard to find food. In winter, Native Americans had to head south in search of 
things to eat. Every person in the tribe was hard at work getting ready to leave. Every 
person but one, that is!

“I will not leave,” young Shingebis said as he sat down on a rock.
“But you must come with us,” the other people said. “Soon Big Chief North Wind will 

come blowing across the land, and you will freeze if you stay here. You cannot face the 
might of Big Chief North Wind. He can blow the biggest trees over, and he will fill the rivers 
and lakes with ice. Things will get very bad for you.”

6. Shingebis said, “I will not leave.” What do his words say about his character?

A. He had his own ideas and was determined to follow them.

B. He thought he would be safer if he stayed with the tribe.

C. He was worried that others would think he was afraid.

D. He felt sad and lonely that the tribe would not stay with him. 
 

7. Which statement about the narrator is correct?

A. The narrator is Shingebis.

B. The narrator is not a character in the text.

C. The narrator is a member of the tribe.

D. The narrator is Big Chief North Wind.
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