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Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you read a text, you will find that events happen in a certain order. The order in which 

things happen is called the sequence. What does it mean to follow the sequence of events in a 

written piece? It means you follow the order in which things happen as well as the order by which 
things change. 

Suppose you want to tell someone how to make or do something. If you do this, you are 

explaining the sequence of events in a process. A process is a series of actions that are done in 

a certain order. The actions lead to a finished product or an end result. You have to tell someone 

what comes first in the order, then second, then third, and so on. You have to tell someone what 

to do until the process is complete.

 ► For example, read these paragraphs. They explain how birds were once used to send and 
receive information.  

Birds have been used to carry news since ancient times. They have also been used to 
carry notes in times of war. Birds were used in war well into the 1900s. A special type of 
bird was used. It is called a pigeon. A pigeon can do something special. It can find its way 
back home even if it is very far away. This can be very useful in times of war.

War pigeons were trained for their jobs at a young age. The baby chicks were born at 
an army base. They stayed there for four weeks. After that they lived in small bird houses. 
They were moved every day. Each day, the birds had to fly back to the base. Every day the 
houses were moved farther away. Soon the birds could fly for a long time over many miles. 
They always came back to the base. Then they were ready to carry notes for the armies.

Now suppose you are asked to complete this task.

Put these events from the paragraph above in order from first to last.

A. The chicks were trained to fly a long time over many miles to return to the base.

B. The chicks lived in small houses that were moved every day.

C. The birds were then ready to carry notes for the armies.

D. Baby chicks were born at an army base. 

Now suppose you are asked to complete this task.

War pigeons were trained for their jobs at a young age. The baby chicks were 
born at an army base. They stayed there for four weeks. After that they lived in small 
bird houses. They were moved every day. Each day, the birds had to fly back to the 
base. Every day the houses were moved farther away. Soon the birds could fly for 
a long time over many miles. They always came back to the base. Then they were 
ready to carry notes for the armies.
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Based on the information in this paragraph, the sequence of events listed in the task above can 

best be put in order as: 

1. Baby chicks were born at an army base.

2. The chicks lived in small houses that were moved every day.

3. The chicks were trained to fly a long time over many miles to return to the base.

4. The birds were then ready to carry notes for the armies.

 

Remember that certain words can signal, or give you a hint about, 

the sequence of events or ideas in a text. Some words, such as 

after, then, and once, show how things happen in a certain order. 

For example, look at these sentences from the above paragraph. 

They stayed there for four weeks. After that they lived in small 
bird houses.

They always came back to the base. Then they were ready to carry notes for the armies. 

Sometimes, a sequence of events describes how an event or an idea started and then changed 

over time. Consider these paragraphs about baseball:

Modern baseball began as a children’s game -- a free-for-all game, with few or no rules. 
Soon it was played by people of all ages. Those who played the game called it Town Ball 
or Base Ball. The rules of Base Ball were never the same from one game to the next. They 
were always being changed, usually by the biggest and strongest player on the field. He 
usually made the changes in the rules that helped his team. 

Base Ball might have continued in this way if it were not for a man named Alexander 
Cartwright. His rules changed the free-for-all adventure of Base Ball into the fast, exciting 
game of baseball.

In these paragraphs, there are no words such as “next” or “then” to point out the sequence of 

events. So how do you know what the sequence of events is? Other words, such as verbs, can 

act as clues. The text states that modern baseball began as a children’s game. Using the verb 

“began,” you can follow the other events in the history of the game. How did Town Ball become 

the game we know today? The sequence here can be described as:  

1. Town Ball or Base Ball began as a children’s game. 

2. The rules of Base Ball were always being changed.

3. Alexander Cartwright made set rules for the game. 

4. The new rules changed the game from Base Ball to baseball. 

Paying attention to the verbs in a written piece can help you find the sequence of events. This is 

a big help when other words, such as “first,” “second,” “next,” “then,” and “last,” are not used.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions. 

It takes only a week or so for a very tiny caterpillar to get big and fat. When it is ready, 
the caterpillar will hang upside down. Then it will begin to make a special shell around its 
body. This shell is called a chrysalis. When the chrysalis is made, then the caterpillar begins 
to change. This will take from seven to ten days. You can’t really see what is happening 
inside the shell. But the “old” parts break down and the “new” parts form. Some say that 
the caterpillar is “changing its clothes.” When the butterfly comes out its wings will be very 
wet. It can’t fly yet. It has to wait for its wings to open up and dry.

1. The paragraph above is about caterpillars. Put the following events from the paragraph in the 

correct order from first to last. 

A. When the chrysalis is made, the caterpillar begins to change.

B. It takes only a week or so for a very tiny caterpillar to get big and fat.

C. It can't fly yet. It has to wait for its wings to open up and dry.

D. When it is ready, the caterpillar will hang upside down.

In April 1815, a volcano named Mount Tambora on a tiny island in Indonesia erupted. The 
whole mountain blew up. Hot rocks and ash shot more than 140,000 feet up into the air. 
The blast was so powerful that the hot ash went all the way up into the stratosphere. Once 
there, the hot ash was able to spread out. It took some time for the ash to cover the entire 
planet. But once it did, it caused major problems on Earth.

2. Put the following events from the paragraph above in the correct order from first to last. 

A. A volcano named Mount Tambora erupted.

B. The hot ash spread out and covered the entire planet. 

C. The hot ash caused major problems on Earth.

D. Hot rocks and ash shot all the way up into the stratosphere.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

5B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 4 of 5

No one knows exactly when or where playing cards were first made and used. The first 
mention of cards showed up in the 800s during the Tang Dynasty. Many cards had pictures 
of coins on them. Some people believed the cards were actually worth the amount of 
money shown on them. Then traders from China brought playing cards to Europe in the 
late 14th century. Once there, the cards spread quickly to other countries. Each country put 
its own pictures on these cards. In the 1500s, it became a usual practice for the cards to 
have kings and queens on them.

3. The paragraph above is about playing cards. Put the following events from the paragraph in the 

correct order from first to last. 

A. It became a usual practice for the cards to have kings and queens on them.

B. Traders from China brought playing cards to Europe.

C. The cards spread quickly to other countries.

D. Cards from the Tang Dynasty had pictures of coins on them.

How does a river form? A river starts with just one drop of water. The drop of water 
comes from a pile of melting snow on a mountain. Another drop will follow. And then 
another. Soon the tiniest trickle of water starts to flow down the side of the mountain. Not 
too far away, other drops of water form from other piles of melting snow. All these trickles 
feed into a brook. The size of the brook grows. The speed of it grows, too. The water flows 
faster and with more force. At this point, the brook becomes a creek. Other trickles and 
other brooks flow into the creek. Each one helps the water to run faster. Soon the fast-
moving creek becomes a river.

4. How does a river form? Put these events from the paragraph above in the order in which  

they happen.

A. Trickles flow down a mountain and feed into a brook.

B. Drops of water from piles of melting snow form trickles.

C. Other trickles and brooks flow into a creek and it becomes a river.

D. The size and speed of the brook grows and it becomes a creek.
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Bocce ball is a very old game. Scenes showing a game exactly like bocce were found 
in Egyptian wall paintings made more than 4,000 years ago. The people in Ancient Rome 
played bocce about 2,000 years ago. By the middle of the 1300s, bocce was widely played. 
It was so popular that Charles IV, the Holy Roman Emperor, made playing it against the law. 
He wanted his people to spend their time preparing for war instead. By the 1500s, King 
Henry VIII of England was enjoying “bowls” -- the bocce kind, not the kind played with pins.

5. Put the following events from the paragraph above in the correct order from first to last. 

A. Egyptian wall paintings showing a game exactly like bocce were made.

B. King Henry VIII of England enjoyed the bocce kind of "bowls."

C. The people in Ancient Rome  played bocce.

D. Charles IV, the Holy Roman Emperor, made playing bocce against the law.

Every living thing needs energy to live. For most living things, that means eating food. 
All living things are part of a food chain. A food chain is a series of events in which one 
living thing eats (or is eaten by) another living thing. Usually, a larger animal will eat a 
smaller one. A food chain begins with green plants. One food chain might look like this. 
Green grass grows. A grasshopper eats the grass. A frog eats the grasshopper. A snake 
eats the frog. A hawk eats the snake. Each living thing gets its energy from the living thing 
before it in the food chain.

6. The paragraph above gives an example of a food chain. Put the events from the food chain in the 

order in which they happen.

A. A hawk eats the snake.

B. A snake eats the frog.

C. A frog eats the grasshopper.

D. A grasshopper eats grass.
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