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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Bookstores are impressive. They offer thousands of choices, so it’s 

almost certain that you can find a book you’d like to read. But with 

so many books in the store, how can you find the books that are 

most suitable for your personal interests and preferences? Luckily, 

most bookstores organize texts by genre, which can help you 

quickly find the section of books that’s most appealing to your own 

preferences.

Some readers prefer to read nonfiction texts, which tell about real events, real people, or real 

places. Other readers prefer to read fiction. A work of fiction is something that has been made 

up. Fiction comes from the imagination of an author. Fictional books can be organized into a 

large array of genres.

As you read a work of fiction, keep in mind the genre of your text. You’ll want to approach 

different genres with slightly different mindsets. For example, a book about historical fiction may 

seem like it is a true story. However, you need to keep in mind that the plot of the book came 

from the author’s imagination, and probably includes people, events, or details that are not real. 

Here’s a list of some of the most popular fiction genres. Note that some books can be clearly 

categorized in one genre, but many books may fall into more than one genre category.  

GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Action and 
Adventure

Exciting, thrilling experiences that often 
put characters at risk or in danger in 
some way.

The Hunger Games series, in which the 
main character fights for survival.

Fable
Animals that can talk like human beings, 
yet they retain their animal-like traits. 
Fables teach a “moral” or lesson.

Aesop’s Fables, which include stories 
such as The Tortoise and the Rabbit. (A 
speedy rabbit loses a race to a slow-
moving tortoise. The moral: Slow and 
steady wins the race.) 

Fantasy
Impossible things occur, such as magical 
powers or talking creatures.

The Harry Potter series, which tells about 
the experiences of a young wizard and 
his friends.

Historical 
Fiction

Includes make-believe characters that 
live during historical times or experience 
historical events. Elements of the story 
may be true, but parts of the story come 
from the author’s imagination.

The Color Purple, Alice Walker’s novel set 
in the U.S. South during the 1930s, or Gone 
with the Wind, a book by Margaret Mitchell 
that is set around the time of the U.S. Civil 
War. 

Legend

A traditional story that describes the 
feats of a person who may have really 
existed, but it is impossible to prove 
the story is true. Often the feats are 
exaggerated to demonstrate the power, 
strength, or wisdom of the person. 

Robin Hood, who robbed from the rich and 
gave to the poor, may be based, in part, 
on a real man who lived during medieval 
times. 

Genre is determined by 

the language, subject, 

or setting of the story. 
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GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Mystery
Includes some kind of puzzling or 
suspenseful event that is usually resolved 
by the end of the book.

Books about detectives solving crimes, 
such as The Complete Works of Sherlock 
Holmes.

Myth

A traditional story that attempts to 
explain something about nature or human 
interaction, and usually involves gods or 
supernatural beings.

The Percy Jackson and the Olympians 
series tells about contemporary adventures 
of a boy who is the son of a Greek god.

Realistic 
Fiction

Has made-up characters who behave in a 
realistic way and live in a realistic setting.

The House on Mango Street is a novel by 
Sandra Cisneros that describes a young 
woman’s experiences in contemporary 
times.

Romance
Focuses on human relationships and 
romantic love.

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is a well-
known tale of love and loss.

Satire 
Exposes or criticizes aspects of society 
through the use of humor or irony.

George Orwell’s Animal Farm, a satiric 
novel about political systems, uses animals 
to represent the political figures.

Science 
Fiction

Includes ideas about technology, the 
future, space travel, and the potential 
harm or danger from science. 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein was an 
examination of science at the time it was 
written, while Arthur C. Clarke’s 2001: 
A Space Odyssey explored the risks of 
technology and space travel. 
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 ► Read the description of a book, then indicate the letter that corresponds to the most 
appropriate genre for the book.

A. Action and Adventure  G. Myth

B. Fable    H. Realistic Fiction

C. Fantasy    I.  Romance   

D. Historical Fiction   J. Satire

E. Legend    K. Science Fiction

F. Mystery      

BOOK DESCRIPTION GENRE

1. The life of a teenager who is going to high school in the present day. _

2. A man decides to travel around the world. On the way, he meets many 

people and has many pleasant experiences.

_

3. A young painter during the Renaissance gets to meet Leonardo  

da Vinci and becomes his student.

_

4. Aliens from another planet land on Earth. _

5. The gods decide to teach human beings a lesson about being kind 

toward each other.

_

6. Two children decide to figure out who has been taking candy from a 

neighborhood store.

_

7. A young girl discovers she has the power to communicate with her pets. _

8. Childhood friends who have not seen each other for many years run into 

each other by chance. Over time, they fall in love and get married. 

_
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