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Examining Genre

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Your favorite music might be hip-hop or rock. It might be jazz or country music. Each genre, or 

type, of music has its own characteristics that make it sound different from other kinds of music.  

The nonfiction texts you read also have genres. Nonfiction texts tell about real events, real 

people, or real places by presenting facts, opinions, or a combination of them. Different kinds of 

nonfiction texts each have their own characteristics.

As you read nonfiction texts, keep this in mind: Facts are information that can be proven to be 

true and valid. An author’s opinions are his or her own views about something. Sometimes when 

you read nonfiction, it is not immediately clear if you are reading facts or opinions. You’ll need to 

read closely and carefully. You may need to verify the information you are reading from another 

reliable source. 

Here’s a list of some nonfiction genres: 

GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Autobiography

A text that tells about a person’s life. 
The text is written by the person himself 
or herself, and can include facts and 
opinions. This kind of text is almost 
always written using the “me, myself, 
and I” narration.

In Maya Angelou’s autobiography, I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, the 
author focuses on her early life. Elie 
Wiesel’s Night tells about his family’s 
experience in concentration camps 
during World War II.

Biography

A text that tells about a person’s life. 
The text is written by someone other 
than the person who is the main focus 
of the text, and can include facts and 
opinions.

Elizabeth Partridge’s This Land Was 
Made for You and Me: The Life and 
Songs of Woody Guthrie examines the 
life and work of a legendary folk singer 
and activist.  

Blogs

A blog is a regularly updated website, 
which may be written by an individual 
or a group. Blogs express the opinions 
of people who write them, though they 
may also include facts to support the 
opinions. Blogs are usually informal and 
conversational in tone.

Mashable, a popular blog that covers 
social media and technology, was 
started by a teen who wrote about his 
own observations. Today, millions of 
people follow this blog that mixes news, 
information, and opinions written by 
many writers.

Diary/Journal

A diary or journal is a text that records 
the events, experiences, and other 
happenings in a person’s life. The 
person records these events on a 
regular basis, usually daily. Diaries and 
journals may include facts and opinions.

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl is the 
world-renowned account of an adolescent 
who was in hiding with her family during 
World War II.

Editorial

An editorial is a text that expresses 
the opinion of a newspaper or other 
periodical about a specific event, 
person, or subject. This kind of text 
may also include facts to support the 
opinions.

Newspapers, as well as other print and 
online periodicals, often have articles 
that express their opinions about topics, 
events, or people. Legitimate news 
sources will clearly and directly let readers 
know which articles are editorials. 
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GENRE 
CHARACTERISTICS  

OF THIS GENRE

EXAMPLES  

OF THIS GENRE

Essays and 
Letters

An essay is a short text written about a 
particular subject. An essay expresses 
the point of view of its author, and 
it may include facts to support the 
author’s opinions. An essay may 
describe or analyze something, or 
argue for or against something. Letters, 
which are similar to essays, are personal 
correspondence that usually express 
the private thoughts and feelings of the 
letter writer.

James Baldwin’s collection of essays, 
Notes of a Native Son, offers social 
commentary and intellectual analysis 
of the African American experience in 
America. Letter from a Birmingham Jail by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was written for 
a wide audience. It discusses the strategy 
of nonviolent resistance.

News report

A news report describes details about 
current events. To be valid and reliable, 
a news report must include information 
and facts that can be proven, and must 
be based on trustworthy sources. 

Reliable news sources include printed 
media, such as daily newspapers and 
periodicals. Many legitimate online news 
sources also are available. However, 
some print and online providers claim 
to be news sources but they are not 
providing accurate or verifiable facts and 
information. 

Reference 
books and 
materials.

Reference books and related materials 
provide facts and information that 
can be useful in validating information 
presented in other non-fiction texts. 

Print and online examples include 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, user manuals, 
and textbooks.

Speeches

The transcript of speeches allow a 
reader to take a close look at the words 
that were delivered during times of 
triumph or transition. Speeches can also 
help a reader better understand specific 
events or periods of history. 

President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
was a speech that talked about the 
nation’s history, as well as its purpose. 
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 ► Read the description of a nonfiction text, then indicate the letter that corresponds to the 
most appropriate genre for the book.

A. Autobiography   F. Essay/Letters

B. Biography   G. News Report

C. Blog    H. Reference books and materials

D. Diary/Journal   I. Speeches

E. Editorial

DESCRIPTION OF TEXT GENRE

1. A man tells about the hardships and challenges his mother faced as a 

single parent and immigrant to a new country.

_

2. A group of teens offer continuously updated commentary and reviews 

on popular movies and music in an online format.

_

3. A newspaper announces it is supporting a presidential candidate and 

explains why it is doing so.

_

4. A president makes an important announcement as she speaks to a 

gathering of all the members of the United Nations.

_

5. A comedian writes a book to describe her life and successes, including 

her childhood, early years of her career, and her work as a writer on a TV 

show.

_

6. A magazine provides a detailed and accurate account of a scientific 

discovery.

_

7. A boy who lived through the American Revolution wrote down his 

personal thoughts and feelings every day during that war.

_

8. A website includes a dictionary of medical terms. _
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