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Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6A Recognizing Author’s Purpose 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Explain the reason why an author wrote a selection. Be sure to use evidence from 
the selection to support your answer. 

Basic Write a letter to the author of a selection you really enjoyed. Suggests ideas for 
similar selections the author should write. 

Basic Give examples of selections that did the following: made you laugh, taught you 
something new, changed your opinion about something, made you want to try to 
do something new. 

Basic Give an example of a selection that was written for more than one reason. Explain 
what the reasons are. 

Basic Describe how the author of a selection tries to prove that he or she is right. 

Basic Explain why you agree or disagree with statements made in a selection. 

Basic Write a letter to a friend that convinces him or her to read a selection you enjoyed. 
Give three reasons why your friend should read the selection. 

Basic Write a paragraph about a selection that changed your opinion about a person, 
topic, or event. 

Intermediate What was the author's primary intent when he or she wrote a selection? What 
other objectives might the author have had in mind when writing the selection? 

Intermediate How effective were the words and writing style used by the author of a selection? 
Explain why. 

Intermediate Write a paragraph about a selection that changed your opinion about a person, 
topic, or event. 

Intermediate Explain why you agree or disagree with statements made in a selection. 
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Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Assess the value or importance of an author's choice of prose, setting, or 
characterization in a selection. 

Intermediate How does the author progress a selection to its conclusion? Provide three 
examples. 

Intermediate Choose a fictional selection you read and rewrite it from the antagonist's point of 
view. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Intermediate Describe how the author of an argument tries to prove that he or she is right. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select two Non-fiction texts that use different types of text structure to present 
information. Explain why the author's of each selection would chose one kind of 
structure rather than the other. 

Basic Write step-by-step instructions for someone who wants to write a selection on one 
of the following topics: sharks, basketball, or recycling. Include as many details 
about this process as you can. 

Intermediate Choose an informational text that presents information in a cause-and-effect or 
problem-and-solution manner. Describe why the organization of information did 
(or did not) help you understand the main idea of the selection. 

 

 


