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Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6C Recognizing Mood and Tone 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Describe how you felt when you read a selection. Were you happy, sad, or did you 

feel something else? Explain why the selection made you feel this way. 

Basic Give examples of words from a selection that made the selection seem funny. 
Explain how these words help you know the selection is meant to be funny. 

Basic Give examples of selections you have read that create a mood through the setting, 
feelings of characters, and choice of words. 

Basic What words does an author use to create a scary or fearful mood? Use details from 
a selection you have read to support and explain your answer. 

Basic What words does an author use to create an excited or adventurous mood? Use 
details from a selection you have read to support and explain your answer. 

Intermediate Write five paragraphs in which the description of a setting reflects each of the 
following moods: anxiety, mystery, boredom, loneliness, elation. 

Intermediate What kinds of language or other text structure elements (tone) are used to create a 
dramatic or fearful mood? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate 
and explain your answer. 

Intermediate What kinds of language or other text structure elements (tone) are used to create 
an excited or adventurous mood? Use details from a selection you have read to 
illustrate and explain your answer. 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 
Intermediate Describe a selection in which you were caught up in the mood of the text. How did 

this affect your enjoyment of the selection? What language did the author use to 
create the mood? 

Intermediate Compare the mood and tone of two stories. Provide details. Explain which of the 
two stories you prefer, and how mood and tone influenced your decision. 

Intermediate Imagine you are making a movie version of a fictional selection. Describe how you 
would shoot scenes from the selection to convey an appropriate mood and tone. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 
Basic List some words and phrases you would use if you were writing a scary story. Then 

use those words and phrases to write the first two paragraphs of your story. 

 


