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Authors have many reasons for writing make-believe stories or informational texts. The author 

may be trying to 

• persuade (convince readers to believe something, think something, or change their minds 

about something)

• inform  (teach readers about a topic using facts and other information that can be proved)

• entertain (make readers laugh or feel enjoyment)

• share a personal experience (tell something about themselves that might help the readers)

One clue to help you determine an author’s purpose is to identify what kind of text the author 

has created.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE READING                                    THE AUTHOR MOST LIKELY WROTE TO

newspaper editorials, TV commercials, 
advertisements, speeches

persuade 

news reports, textbooks, instruction manuals, 
cookbooks, biographies

inform 

novels, plays, movie scripts, short stories, comic 
books

entertain 

autobiographies, personal essays, resumes, diaries share personal experiences 

Another clue to determine an author’s purpose is to look at what kind of information the author 

presents in the text.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE AUTHOR’S WORK INCLUDES                     THE AUTHOR MOST LIKELY WROTE TO

Opinions, arguments, reviews persuade 

Facts, instructions, examples, definitions, explanations inform 

Humor, drama, dialogue, rhymes, make-believe 

settings, superheroes, aliens
entertain 

Information about his or her life, work, family, 

relationships, or feelings
share personal experiences 

Knowing why the author wrote something will help you better understand the meaning and 

purpose of the words you are reading.
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 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A crow’s nest is as comfortable as it is solid. The female makes sure of that by lining 
the nest with feathers, plant fibers, mosses, and hair to make it soft for baby birds. In early 
spring, the female lays about six spotted blue-green eggs in the nest. About three weeks 
later, the babies hatch and both parents feed them insects. In about five weeks, the young 
are ready to fly and find food on their own.

1. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience

The first thing to do in beginning a journal is to make the decision to stick to it. Do not 
begin and let the poor journal die in a week. A journal, or diary, should be written in every 
day, if possible. Do not be frightened at this, for you do a great many things every day. The 
time you spend writing may be longer or shorter, according to what is to be written about. 
But try and write at least a little every day.

2. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience

I knew Mr. Adams was a different kind of teacher on the first day of class. He did not 
walk into the room. He rode in on a skateboard! Can you imagine how surprised I was? 
I never saw a teacher do anything like that. He rode the skateboard into the class and 
stopped in the front of the room. Then he looked at all of us, smiled, and said, “Hello, 
sponges! I’m Mr. Adams. Welcome to science!”

3. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience
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 ► Read the following paragraph and answer the question that follows.

Ages ago, when the world was first made, the gods decided to build a beautiful city high 
above the heavens. It was to stand on a plain under the shade of a great tree. First, the 
gods built a house with a silver roof, where there were seats for all 12 chiefs. In the midst, 
high above the rest, was the wonder-throne of Odin, the All-Father. Afterwards, the gods 
built separate houses for all those who dwelt in the city. They saved Father Odin’s palace 
until last, for they meant this to be the largest and most splendid of all.

4. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience
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