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B A S I C

What is an author’s purpose?  It’s the reason he or she wrote a selection. Authors write to 

persuade, inform, entertain, or share personal experiences.

Sometimes an author’s purpose is clearly stated. For example, an author of a movie review may 

tell you in the text he is going to convince you to go see the new action film, and then provide 

evidence of why you should do so.

 ► Read the following movie review.

Run, don’t walk, to the nearest theater to see “Zombie Vacation!” Let me tell you why 
this is the best movie of the year. The acting is terrific, the special effects are amazing, and 
the laughs never stop! This action-packed film is perfect for the whole family. I loved this 
movie so much that I will see it again and again. You need to see it TODAY!

When an author’s purpose is clearly stated, it means the author tells you directly in the text what 

he or she is trying to do. There’s no room for questions or doubt about the author’s purpose in 

this example. This author is trying to persuade, or convince, you to see a movie. 

But sometimes an author’s purpose is not clearly stated. You need to read closely and look for 

clues about what the author’s purpose might be. For example, a person may write a speech 

that has a purpose that is not directly stated. You will need to combine clues in the speech with 

information you already know (your background knowledge) to figure out what the author’s real 

purpose is.  

 ► Read the following part from a speech.

Our city needs a new mayor. We need a mayor who has experience as a leader and a 
manager. We need a mayor who cares about people. We need a mayor who knows how to 
save money! I am the owner of a successful company. I have hundreds of employees, and 
they say I am a great boss. They love working for me. My business makes money, has no 
debt, and is growing every year.  

What is the purpose of this author’s speech?

CLUES IN THE SPEECH                                         YOUR BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

The author of this speech says  
the city needs a new mayor.

Cities get new leaders during elections.

The author of this speech describes  
the traits of a good mayor.

City leaders need to have the right kind of  
experience to be successful in their jobs.

The author of this speech describes her 
own traits as a leader of a company.

Some people in the community may have the experience  
and other traits needed to be a successful mayor.

Did you guess that the author of this speech is trying to persuade people that she would make a 

good mayor for the city? That’s exactly what she is doing.

An author’s purpose for writing may be to persuade you. This may be stated directly in the text, 

or you may need to look for clues in the text to figure it out.
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 ► Read the following paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

There is still a pretty strong argument against zoos, and it’s a very simple one. Wild 
animals are meant to live in the wild. Even the best zoo can’t create an animal’s exact 
natural environment. People may fill an animal’s space with rocks and trees. That may 
help the space look and feel more natural. But no zoo can provide the miles and miles of 
open space that a wild animal would have in nature. Take a wild elephant, for example. An 
elephant in the wild may travel as much as 30 miles a day. It would also travel in a large 
herd. In the zoo, it may have only a small area to walk around in. It may have only one or 
two other elephants with it.

1. The author’s purpose is clearly stated in this text. Choose the two sentences in this text that 
directly state the author’s purpose.

2. The author of this text is trying to persuade readers to think that 

A.  zoos are good homes for all animals.

B.  people should visit wild animals in zoos.

C. wild animals should not be kept in zoos. 

D. people should open more zoos for wild animals.

 ► Read the following excerpt from an email message and answer the questions that follow.

I have taken classes in childcare and first aid. I know how to prepare healthy meals that 
children will enjoy. I will be firm, but fair, making sure your children follow your rules even 
when you are not home. I have younger brothers and sisters, so I know many games and 
activities that your children will enjoy.  I can provide you the names and phone numbers 
of people who know me, and they can tell you more about my experience working with 
children.

3. The author’s purpose is not clearly stated in this text. Write the author’s purpose based on the 
clues in the text.

4. The young man who wrote this email is trying to persuade the reader to 

A. make healthier meals for him.

B. hire him to be a babysitter.

C. call people for information about first aid.

D. let him visit his brothers and sisters.

6A


