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Authors may write texts to get you to believe something or act in a certain way. When authors 

do this, they are trying to persuade or convince you. Writing that gets you to think or act in 

a certain way is called persuasive writing. When you read a persuasive text, you have three 

important tasks to do: read carefully, analyze (think about) the author’s words, and decide if you 

agree with the author.

 ► As you read persuasive writing:

YOUR TASK IS TO                      YOU CAN DO THIS BY

read very carefully.

remembering that persuasive writing is the author’s opinion. The 
author is trying to get you to agree with his or her opinion. You 

need to read the text closely to figure out if you agree or disagree 
with the author’s opinion and arguments.

analyze the arguments, opinions,  
and facts the author gives.

checking the information that is given in the text. You need to 
find out if the author is using facts and correct data.  

To do this, you may have to do extra research.

figure out if you agree or  
disagree with the author.

comparing the information the author gives to facts you already 
know, as well as to any extra research you have done. Ask yourself, 

“Does the author’s argument make sense?”  
“Is the information that is used correct?”

 ► Read this example of persuasive writing.

I think the best food to eat is pizza, and the best pizza is made in Paul’s Pizza Place. 
Paul knows more about making pizza than most people. He has been making pizzas for 50 
years. A recent blog post on a food website described how he learned to make pizzas from 
his father, who was an award-winning cook. Paul’s pizzas have won many awards, including 
“Pizza Magazine’s Tastiest Pie” award. Paul uses fresh, organic ingredients that make his 
pizzas delicious and flavorful. Paul’s Pizza Place sells more pizzas than any other pizza 
shop in this state. 

The author of this text has the opinion that Paul’s Pizza is the best there is. The author provides 

information to support the opinion, which can be checked. For example, you could check the 

facts by reading the newspaper article or Pizza Magazine. Or you could look on the Internet for 

information about Paul’s pizza awards. 

After reading this paragraph, have you been persuaded to go to Paul’s Pizza Place for a slice of 

pizza? Why or why not?
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 ► Read the persuasive paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow. 

A gecko is the best kind of lizard to have as a pet. At the pet store, you can choose 
whatever color gecko you want. One of the coolest things a gecko can do is shed its skin. 
It can even walk up walls of glass because of the hair-like surfaces of its feet. Imagine 
showing that off to your friends!

1. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

2. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?

If you want to play a sport, soccer is a much safer choice than football. More kids get 
hurt playing football than playing soccer. Football players have to wear padding and 
helmets because the sport is so dangerous. It’s a lot more fun to play a sport when you’re 
not wearing so much extra gear.

3. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

4. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?

6B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

Point of View
Recognizing Persuasive Devices

Lesson 2

B A S I C

 ► Read the persuasive paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow. 

The “Harry Potter” books are the best-selling fantasy novels of all time. The seventh 
book broke records in the United States when it sold 11 million copies in 24 hours! It’s so 
exciting when Harry fights against monsters and his enemy, Voldemort. If you are looking 
for a new book to read, you have got to check out the “Harry Potter” books.

5. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

6. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?

If you are going to play an instrument, any instrument would be better than drums. 
Drums are so loud! You can’t even play music notes on a drum. You can only play the beats 
to a song. They also take up a lot of space. You can’t fit them in a backpack. You should 
play a nice small instrument like the flute.

7. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

8. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?
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