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B A S I C

How do you feel today? Are you happy? Bored? Playful? The way you are feeling is often called 

your mood. How you are sharing those feelings? Are you using a cheerful voice? Are you whispering 

because you are afraid? The tone of your voice is the way you say your words. Your tone reveals how 

you think or feel about something. Saying “Hi. It’s nice to meet you,” in a friendly, cheerful way means 

you are interested in getting to know a person. But saying those same words in a cold, mean, and 

unfriendly way lets the person know you are not interested in becoming friends.

The texts you read have their own moods and tones. Authors choose their words carefully. They want 

to make sure the words help readers get certain feelings as they read. And an author’s words provide 

clues for the reader about the author’s own feelings or opinions. A good way to remember this is

• The tone of a text is the author’s attitude toward the text’s topic, character, or audience. 

• The mood of a text is the feeling readers get when they read the author’s text.

 ► Read these examples. 
Example 1:

This is my car. I drive it every day. It gets me where I need to go.

    Example 2:

My car may look run-down and rusty, and it has a lot of miles on it. But this is the car I 
used to learn to drive. It has taken me to many wonderful places over the years. I plan on 
keeping this car for as long as I can. It gets me where I need to go.

Both examples tell about a car owner and a car, but the tone of Example 1 is different from the tone 

of Example 2. The author of Example 1 is simply stating facts, and the tone is straightforward and 

direct. But in Example 2, the author is showing special feelings for the car. The tone here lets the 

reader know the author’s attitude is more emotional and grateful.

 ► Read these examples. 
Example 3:

It was a dark, stormy night. The man huddled under his blanket, shaking with fear. He 
was not hiding from the bright flashes of lightning and booms of thunder. He was hiding 
from the creature that was scratching at the bedroom door. 

   
    Example 4:

The kitten used its small, soft paw to push a toy mouse across the floor. A girl watched 
the little animal play with the toy. The girl smiled and thought how happy she was to have 
this wonderful new pet.

The mood of each of these examples is clear. As you read Example 3, did you feel scared? The author 

used words such as dark, stormy, huddled, and shaking to create a mood that is frightening and 

mysterious. In Example 4, the author used the words smiled, happy, and wonderful to make the reader 

feel happy. The joyful scene of a girl and her kitten is light and cheerful. As you read, try to determine 

the mood and tone of the text. Knowing this information will help you better understand how the 

author feels and how the author wants you to feel as you read.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

I have been reading the book “The Hobbit” for about a month. It is taking me a long time 
to read the chapters. Some parts of the story are interesting, but some parts are boring. I 
do not know if I will finish this book.

1. The tone of this paragraph gives the idea that the author is

A. excited.

B. angry.

C. unsure.

D. upset.

I have been reading the book “The Hobbit” for about a month. I am almost finished, and 
I cannot wait to find out what happens next! All of the characters are so interesting. I love 
fantasy stories like this book.

2. The tone of this paragraph gives the idea that the author is

A. excited.

B. angry.

C. unsure.

D. upset.

Long ago there lived a wise old man who lived in a high tower. Every day he sang the 
same song out his window, “Birds from afar, wherever you are, come to my tower, please 
bring me a flower.” At this, the birds throughout the land flew to his tower, each carrying a 
flower in its beak.

3. The mood of this paragraph can best be described as cheerful. Underline the words or phrases 

that help you understand the mood of this paragraph. 

Long ago there lived a wise old man who lived in a high tower. Every day he walked to 
the window and looked out. He was looking for someone--anyone--to come and rescue 
him. He had been trapped in the tower for 20 years. He began to accept that he might 
never leave the tower.

4. The mood of this paragraph can best be described as gloomy. Underline the words or phrases 

that help you understand the mood of this paragraph.
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