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Have you ever heard someone say, “I don’t like your tone of voice!”? What did the person mean 

by saying this? Imagine two friends named Meg and Jake agree to meet at a certain time. When 

Jake arrives, Meg says, “Well, you’re right on time, Jake.” If Meg says these words in a kind and 

pleasant way, then her tone gives the idea that she was happy Jake arrived at the time they 

agreed to meet. But what if Meg spoke these words in a mean way that was meant to make Jake 

feel bad? Then the tone of her voice would give the idea that she was upset that Jake had kept 

her waiting.

The texts you read also have a tone. The tone of a text is the author’s way of thinking about the 

topic of the text. It’s easy to hear the tone of a person’s voice when that person speaks. But it’s a 

little trickier to figure out the tone of a person’s words when you are reading them in a text. You 

need to look for clues to figure out the author’s tone.

To determine the tone of a text, you need to 

• look at the kinds of words the author uses

• examine how the author puts together sentences and paragraphs

• figure out the author’s point of view about the subject

 ► Read this paragraph.

The new roller coaster at the amusement park is the biggest and fastest I’ve ever seen. 
The cars race around the track at high speeds. I was very scared when I got on the ride, 
and I screamed the whole time it was in motion. My hands were shaking as I climbed out of 
the car at the end of the ride. I have never been more afraid in my life! There is no way I will 
ever get on the roller coaster again! 

What is the tone of this paragraph? The author is describing a personal experience to you. 

The words scared, shaking, and never again give the idea that the author was very afraid of 

this amusement park ride. The tone of this text -- the author’s attitude to the topic -- can be 

described as serious. Based on this tone, you can get the idea that the author’s point of view on 

the trip to the amusement park was not pleasant.

The author included other clues in this text to show you how he or she felt about the amusement 

park. Look at these three sentences from the paragraph above: 

“My hands were shaking as I climbed out of the car at the end of the ride. I have never been more 
afraid in my life! There is no way I will ever get on the roller coaster again!”

Two of the sentences end in an exclamation point (!). This shows the author feels very strongly 

about what he or she is saying. Punctuation like this can make you think someone is yelling and 

being very serious.

The word choice and sentence structure of a paragraph work together to help you understand 

the author’s tone.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

It took me a few minutes to realize that the pile of junk was a car. I could hardly keep 
from laughing. What a sight! The car was thin and long. But it had only three wheels, and 
one of those was an airplane wheel. The rest of it was made of parts from other cars, and it 
looked as if it would fall apart if the wind hit it too hard. It was the sickest color green I ever 
saw.

1. The author’s tone in this paragraph can be described as funny. Based on this, you can tell that the 

author thinks the car is

A. a wreck. 

B. a beauty.

C. too fast.

D. brand new.

2. Underline the clues in the paragraph above that helped you answer question 1.

“We are in the kitchen, Anna,” Grandma said. “I am making some honey cake.”

“Oh good, Grandma!” said Anna as she ran in. “I like honey cake! It’s my favorite kind of 
cake.” Anna took just a little bit to taste. The honey was so sweet! It tasted so wonderful! 
“How can little bees make something that is so good to eat?” she asked.

3. Anna’s tone in this paragraph can be described as cheerful. Based on this, you can tell that Anna 

thinks the honey cake is

A. dry.

B. delicious.

C. expensive.

D. runny.

4. Underline the clues in the paragraph above that helped you answer question 3.

You may think it is a good idea to pick a dandelion you see outside. Do not do it! Some 
plants are not safe. Sometimes plants that usually are safe to use get sprayed to keep bugs 
away. This spray makes the plant dangerous to eat! You do not want to touch a plant that 
has been sprayed. You certainly do not want to put it in your mouth!

5. The author’s tone in this paragraph can be described as serious. Based on this, you can tell that 

the author thinks that some dandelions

A. smell good.

B. scare bugs.

C. are dangerous.

D. are pretty.

6. Underline the clues in the paragraph above that helped you answer question 5.
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