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Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Author’s Purpose is the reason an author writes a text. Author’s Purpose relies heavily on his/her 

point of view. Point of view is an author’s attitude, opinion, or manner toward a particular topic, 

and it helps to shape the purpose, content, and style of a text. 

In literary or narrative texts, different narrators and characters can have contrasting points of 

view. Often, an author develops these contrasting points of view through use of irony. Irony is 

a literary device used to highlight the difference between what is expected and what actually 

happens in a text. Three common types of irony are dramatic, situational, and verbal.

• Dramatic irony happens when the audience or reader has information that a character in a 

text does not. For example, a reader might know that one character in a text has set a trap, 

and another (unknowing) character is about to walk right into it. There is no way for the 

reader to give the unknowing character any warning, of course, and so the suspense of the 

plot increases. Dramatic irony uses the difference between what the reader knows and what 

the characters know to create dramatic or humorous suspense in the text.

• Situational irony happens when the outcome of an event is the direct opposite of what is 

expected. For example, a character might wake up late one morning and rush to get dressed 

and get to school only to realize the school is closed because it’s Saturday. Situational irony 

uses contrasts and contradictions to create an unexpected turn in the plot.

• Verbal irony happens when a character says one thing but means another. Three common 

types of verbal irony are sarcasm, overstatement, and understatement:

 » Sarcasm is the use of sharp or pointed language to mock, or to express scorn or disdain. 

For example, something bad might happen, but a character might say in response, 

“Oh, that’s just great!” “Great” usually means something positive, but here it’s used to 

emphasize something negative.  

 » Overstatement is declaring something to be more than what it really is. It’s also known 

as exaggeration. For example, a character who has been waiting a long time for 

something might say, “I’ve been waiting a million years!” It’s not physically possible for 

a human to do anything for a million years. “A million years” is used here to emphasize a 

long time.

 » Understatement is declaring something to be less than what it really is. For example, 

a character who knows that the outdoor temperature is -20 degrees Fahrenheit might 

say, “It’s a little chilly today.” “Chilly” means “mildly cold,” or a little bit cold. An outdoor 

temperature of 20 degrees below zero is life-threateningly dangerous. “Chilly” is used 

here to downplay the freezing temperature in a humorous way.

When you read a narrative or literary text, see how the author uses language to craft different points 

of view. Authors use irony in their writing to highlight the difference between the literal meaning 

being put forth and the implied meaning underneath. The deeper layer of meaning is revealed not by 

the words themselves but by the situation and the context in which they are placed.
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 ► Read the examples below. For each one, state if the example is dramatic irony, situational 
irony, sarcasm, overstatement, or understatement. Then give a reason to support your answer. 

Example 

In the fairy tale “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” the reader knows that the old woman who 

offers Snow White a poisoned apple is really the evil queen in disguise, but Snow White does not.

A. This statement is an example of

B. Reason: 

Dr. Wells found a cure for a rare disease, yet his own children are constantly sick.

1A. This statement is an example of

1B. Reason: 

Lou got his sister from the airport. He picked up her suitcase to load it into the car and said, “What 

have you got in here? Bricks? Your luggage weighs a ton!”

2A. This statement is an example of

2B. Reason: 

In a mystery and detective novel, the reader knows that the thief is one of the workers at a store, 

but the other characters do not.

3A. This statement is an example of

3B. Reason: 

On Monday, Nevaeh found a diamond ring on the street. On Tuesday, she got a raise at work. On 

Wednesday, she won a new car. When asked how her week was going, Nevaeh replied, “Oh, it’s okay.” 

4A. This statement is an example of

4B. Reason: 

Ted said to Bill, “I’m so glad all our teachers loaded us up with homework over Spring Break!”

5A. This statement is an example of

5B. Reason: 
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dramatic irony
The reader has information that the character in the text does not.
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In comic books and their related movies, the audience knows the true identities of the superheroes 

but most of the other characters do not.

6A. This statement is an example of

6B. Reason: 

A person publishes a post on social media complaining about how social media is a waste of time.

7A. This statement is an example of

7B. Reason: 

Cori was running to avoid her brothers’ water balloon fight when she tripped and fell into a  

big puddle.

8A. This statement is an example of

8B. Reason: 

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

6A


