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Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Author’s Purpose is the reason an author writes a text. It’s often defined as PIES -- that is, 

the purpose of writing is to persuade, inform, entertain, or share a personal experience. But 

sometimes you have to go beyond PIES. An author might have more than one purpose. Or, an 

author’s purpose might change throughout the course of a text. 

For example, an author may begin a text with a quote, a question, or an anecdote to “hook” or 

draw in the reader. Then the author may switch to an eyewitness account or list of facts to make 

the reader feel sympathetic, frustrated, or otherwise emotionally involved. The author might then 

present an argument about how or why to change something. When you break apart a whole 

text, you can see how an author’s purpose might change as you read.

For example, take a look at Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. Lincoln made this speech in 

1863 at the dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. It was two 

years into the American Civil War and four months after the Battle of Gettysburg. 

TEXT FROM GETTYSBURG ADDRESS                                         LINCOLN’S PURPOSE

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth 
upon this continent a new nation: conceived in liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

to remind people of the Founding 
Fathers’ vision: a nation dedicated to 
equality.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war.

to admit that the Civil War was 
testing the young nation and its 
dedication to equality

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final 
resting place for those who here gave their lives that this 
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this.

to dedicate ground from the 
battlefield as a final resting place for 
those who fought and died there

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate—we cannot 
consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 
note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here.

to honor the soldiers who gave their 
lives defending the principles put forth 
by the Founding Fathers

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far 
so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to 
the great task remaining before us—that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and 
that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.

to restate the Union effort: 
dedication to democratic principles

to ask the people listening to 
continue the task of upholding 
democracy and equality

Lincoln’s most famous speech is short. Its main purpose was to dedicate the cemetery. But as 

you read and break down the text, you can see the speech had additional purposes as well.
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 ► Read the excerpts below and answer the questions that follow.

(1) One of the people who was instrumental in bringing about the Civil War was neither 
a fiery military leader nor an influential politician. She was a writer. Her name was Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. (2) Her book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, emphasized the cruelty of slavery and 
inflamed feelings in both the North and the South, thus hastening the outbreak of war.

1A. In the excerpt above, what is the author’s purpose in section (1)? 

1B. What is the author’s purpose in section (2)? 

(1) When considering a career, stop and take a good, honest look at yourself. If you are 
to choose a career that will suit you — and to which you will be suited — you will need to 
realistically examine what you can offer to the workforce and what you may reasonably 
expect to get in return. (2) You might begin by figuring out a kind of “balance sheet” 
of yourself. On it you would list each of the following: your educational background 
and preparation; your special skills, aptitudes, and creative talents; your strengths and 
weaknesses of character, especially those that are fundamental to the world of work; and 
your own personal goals.

2A. In the excerpt above, what is the author’s purpose in section (1)? 

2B. What is the author’s purpose in section (2)? 

(1) Getting some people to go to the dentist “is like pulling teeth.” (2) Having a tooth 
pulled is an unpleasant experience. Hardly anybody looks forward to it. Many people start 
to shake at the very thought of going to the dentist, even for a checkup. They just seem to 
link the dentist with pain and fear of pain. (3) But modern medicine has led to changes for 
the better. Those who are afraid of the dentist’s chair, or who just will not go to the dentist, 
now have options that are free from both pain and stress.

3A. In the excerpt above, what is the author’s purpose in section (1)? 

3B. What is the author’s purpose in section (2)? 

3B. What is the author’s purpose in section (3)? 
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