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Have you ever heard the saying, “There are two sides to every story”? It means that every issue 

or subject can be looked at from more than one point of view. This is also true for texts. When a 

text is biased, it shows only one side of a story. It gives only one person’s point of view. 

Sometimes the author’s bias can be determined 

based on the words the author uses to describe the 

people or events in the story. For example, suppose 

three people are asked to describe the house 

shown in Image 1. 

The house might be described as “vintage” by the 

first person, “worn out” by the second, and simply 

“old” by the third. All three people agree that the 

house was built a long time ago, but their choice of 

words gives clues about biases they may hold.

The word “vintage” means old, but in a rare or 

classic kind of way. This gives the idea that the first 

person likes the house and is biased in favor of it. The term “worn out” also means old, but in 

a broken or damaged kind of way. This gives the idea that the second person does not like the 

house and is biased against it. The word “old” by itself is neutral. This gives the idea that the third 

person is objective, or not biased to either side. 

An author’s bias can also be determined based on which side of the story is told. In other words, 

a text can be biased based on the information it does not include.

 ► For example, read this paragraph about summer. 

 
Summer is the best time of year. There is no school, which means there is no homework. 

You can sleep late. You can go for a walk, a bike ride, or a swim every day. The sun rises 
early and sets late, so each day can be packed with things to do during daylight hours. It’s 
also hot, so no need to wear bulky coats or itchy sweaters.

The author gives many reasons to like summer, but gives no information about things that may 

not be as much fun. The author doesn’t mention work that must be done, such as mowing a 

lawn or weeding a garden. The author also doesn’t mention things like missing friends you would 

normally see every day at school, or getting a painful sunburn. This author shows bias by listing 

only the fun things about summer.

When you read a text, notice the language the author uses. The words the author chooses can 

tell a lot about his or her bias, or how the author truly feels about the subject.

Image source: Mwanner at English Wikipedia
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 ► Read the directions and complete the tasks that follow.

1. Circle the word in each group that shows bias. On the line following each group, explain what the 

bias of the circled word is.

A. run, trample, jog                                                                                                                                            

B. gossip, speak, talk                                                                                                                                         

C. tired, sleepy, exhausted                                                                                                                              

D. glad, happy, thrilled                                                                                                                                     

E. stink, scent, smell                                                                                                                                      

F. drag, lift, carry                                                                                                                                      

 ► Read the following paragraphs. State if the paragraph is biased or not biased and explain why.

2. 
Our house is the smallest one on the street. It has three bedrooms, a living room, and 

a kitchen. We used to have a dining room, but my dad made it into a bedroom when my 
sister was born.

3. 
Spring is a beautiful but unpredictable time of year. The weather is warm, the grass turns 

green again, and flowers bloom in fields and gardens. However the weather can change 
quickly. A sunny morning might be followed by an afternoon of powerful rainstorms that 
flood roads.
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 ► Read the following statements. Explain how the statements are either biased or neutral.

4. A math degree is the only degree that can get you a job.

5. It rained all day on Saturday.

6. Modern art is awful.

7. Apples from Richter’s Orchard are the only ones worth eating.

8. The sun is a star. 
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9. Think of an item in your home or school. Describe that item from the three points of view listed 

below: one view that expresses like for the item, one that expresses dislike for the item, and one 

that is neutral.

Point of view expressing like for the item (bias in favor of the item): 

Point of view expressing dislike for the item (bias against the item):

Point of view expressing neither like nor dislike for the item (neutral bias):
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