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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Imaging Scaffolds – Interpreting Images

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Interpreting 
Images. Sometimes authors use images (like photos, maps, or 
drawings) to support or help explain ideas in the text. When 
readers interpret an image, they analyze what kind of image it is 
and how it connects to information in the text.
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B A S I C

Have you ever heard someone say, “a picture is worth a thousand words?” The texts you read for 

school or for pleasure often include information that is presented as part of a picture. Pictures 

show you what something looks like. For example, a picture may show an animal, a sunset, or 

a distant planet. Looking at the picture helps you understand how these things look. Photos, 

drawings, and paintings are all examples of pictures you may see in texts. Pictures can present 

large amounts of information. In fact, a single picture may give you as much information as 

hundreds or even a thousand words.

Pictures are graphic images. Maps, tables, and timelines are also graphic images. All graphic 

images provide a detailed description of something. A photo can show details about the colors 

of a sunset that would be hard to describe using just words. A map can show details about a 

country’s cities and towns, or the length of a river that runs through it. A timeline can organize 

the dates and details of events so they are easier to learn.

What kinds of graphic images do you see in the texts you read?

 TYPE OF 

GRAPHIC 

IMAGE

 WHAT IS IT?

 WHERE MIGHT YOU SEE 

THIS KIND OF GRAPHIC 

IMAGE? 

 HOW IS THIS GRAPHIC IMAGE 

HELPFUL TO READERS?

photo
a picture created 

by using a camera

Photos are used in newspapers to 

show people, places, events, and 

objects that are in the news.

A photo helps you see the details about 

people, places, events, and objects that 

are real.

drawing (also 

known as 

"illustration") 

a picture created 

by a person or 

computer

Drawings are often used with make-

believe stories to show characters 

and settings. Drawings may be black 

and white or in full color.

A drawing helps you understand what an 

author is describing in the text of a story. 

Drawings can be very helpful when showing 

a make-believe creature that comes from an 

author’s imagination. 

map

an image that shows 

a place on Earth or 

in the sky

Maps are often used in social 

studies, history, or science texts. 

Maps help you understand the location of 

places, the distance between places, and 

details about features such as mountains or 

bodies of water.

table

a set of facts or 

numbers that are 

displayed in an 

organized way

A printed bus schedule is a table 

that provides information about 

when and where a bus goes.

Facts or numbers in a table are organized in 

rows and columns to help you find a certain 

piece of information quickly and easily.

timeline
a line that shows 

how time has passed

Timelines are often found in history 

and science texts. 

Timelines show events in the order in which 

they occurred, helping you understand when 

events in history or nature happened.

What kind of graphic image is shown above? It’s a table! This table includes information about 

graphic images that have been organized into rows and columns. The information about graphic 

images could have been presented in many paragraphs of text. But the author decided to use a 

simpler and easier way to share information with you. The author used a graphic image to explain 

graphic images!
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1. What type of graphic image is shown in Image 1?

A. a map

B. a drawing

C. a timeline

D. a table

2. The graphic image shown in Image 1 would be most helpful in  

which type of text?

A. a story about characters who travel through time

B. an article about the history of machines

C. a guide that describes how things work

D. an essay explaining why time seems to move fast or 

slow

3. The map in Image 2 shows the camps along the climbing 

route on Mount Everest. Based on the map, which statement 

is correct?

A. Camp 6 is the final camp for climbers on their way to 

the summit.

B. Climbers can choose to skip Camps 4 and 5 and go 

straight from Camp 3 to Camp 6.

C. Camp 2 is open to climbers going up the mountain but 

not for climbers coming back down from the top of 

the mountain.

D. Climbers going up the mountain pass the Rock Band 

before passing the Great Central Gully.

4. The map in Image 2 would be most helpful in which type of text?

A. a book explaining the myths and legends written 

about Mount Everest

B. a short story about a person who had an adventure on 

Mount Everest

C. a magazine article describing the weather conditions 

on Mount Everest

D. a webpage that lists information for people who are 

planning to climb Mount Everest

 ► Look at these graphic images and answer the questions that follow.

Illustration by B. G. Seielstad [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Illustration by Thincat (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Image 1

Image 2
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 ► Look at these graphic images and answer the questions that follow.

5. Image 3 shows the areas a train passes when traveling from 

Chicago, IL, to New Orleans, LA. Based on this image, which 

statement is correct?

A. The Cottonlandia Museum is closer to Chicago than  

Memphis is.

B. The train passes Jackson before it passes the TN-MS  

State Line.

C. The train passes Memphis before it passes the 

Chanute Air Force Base. 

D. The MS-LA state line is closer New Orleans than 

Fulton is.               

6. The graphic image shown in Image 3 can best be described as a 

A. timeline.

B. photo.

C. map.

D. table.

7. The photo in Image 4 shows Olympic athletes. If this photo  

appeared with an article in a newspaper, what would the title  

of the article most likely be?

A. The Busy Lives of Olympic Athletes

B. Olympic Athletes Receive Their Medals

C. Injuries Cause Olympic Athletes to Fall

D. Olympic Athletes Fight for Human Rights

Photo by kinnigurl [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Image 3

Image 4
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As you read, you will see many kinds of graphic images. Graphic images include photos, 
drawings, maps, tables, and timelines, among others. The graphic images you see in fiction and 
nonfiction texts help you in many important ways: 

• Graphic images may repeat what is said in the text. 

• Graphic images may provide evidence to support information or claims in the text. 

• Graphic images may provide additional information that adds to your understanding about 
the main idea, central idea, or supporting details in a text.

• Graphic images may help increase your interest in the text you are reading. 

Let’s look at some examples of how graphic images can help you as you read. Imagine you are 
reading a science book that is describing the life cycle of a butterfly. The text says, 

An adult female butterfly lays eggs, usually near leaves of a plant. Tiny caterpillars grow 
inside the eggs. After some time, caterpillars come out of the eggs. The caterpillars eat 
the leaves around them. They grow and grow. When they are fully grown, the caterpillars 
form an outer layer called a chrysalis around themselves. Inside the chrysalis, the caterpillar 
changes into a butterfly. The fully formed butterfly emerges from the chrysalis.

What if this graphic image was next to the text?

This drawing repeats what the text says. It does not include additional 
information, but it does present you with an easy way to see the life 
cycle of the butterfly.

What if this graphic image was next to the text?

This photo provides evidence to support the idea that caterpillars eat 
leaves. The photo clearly shows a real caterpillar eating a real leaf. 

LIFE CYCLE STAGE                                   
HOW LONG IS THE MONARCH  

BUTTERFLY IN THIS STAGE?

egg about four days

caterpillar about two weeks

chrysalis about 10 days

adult up to six weeks

What if this graphic image was next to the text?

This table offers additional information about the life cycle of a certain kind of butterfly that is not 
mentioned in the text. The table tells how long each stage of the life cycle will last.

As you read, pay close attention to the graphic images that are alongside the text. They will help 
you understand and appreciate the text in important ways. 
 

Image by Bugboy52.40 (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)  
or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons

Photo by Daniel Mietchen (Own work) [CC0], via Wikimedia Commons
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1. How does the picture shown in Image 1 help you understand  

the paragraph above?

A. It answers a question that is asked in the paragraph.

B. It supports information that is given in the paragraph.

C. It explains a new idea that is not stated in the paragraph. 

D. It shows why the information in the paragraph is not correct. 

 ► Read this paragraph and use the photo in Image 1 to answer the question that follows.

Two hands are needed to play the guitar. One hand presses down on the strings on the 
long neck of the guitar. This makes the strings have different sounds when they are played. 
The other hand plays the strings. The strings can be played one at a time to produce single 
notes. Or, the strings can be played all together to produce chords.

2. Serena wants to choose the flight that costs the least. Which flight should she choose?

A. Flight 101

B. Flight 205

C. Flight 336

D. Flight 494

3. Suppose Serena wants to choose the shortest flight instead. Which flight should she choose?

A. Flight 101

B. Flight 205

C. Flight 336

D. Flight 494

 ► Read this paragraph and use the table shown in Image 2 to answer the questions that follow.

Serena lives in New York and is looking forward to her trip to Florida. She saved her 
money to pay for the trip and wants to choose the flight that costs the least.

Image 2

FLIGHT 
NUMBER

FLIGHT  
LEAVES NY

FLIGHT ARRIVES  
IN FL

PRICE OF 
FLIGHT

LENGTH OF  
FLIGHT (TIME)

101 8:49 a.m. 12:06 a.m. $82 3 hours 17 minutes

205 1:50 p.m. 4:50 p.m. $102 3 hours 0 minutes

336 3:23 p.m. 6:32 p.m. $99 3 hours 9 minutes

494 6:09 p.m. 9:19 p.m. $97 3 hours 10 minutes

Image 1

Photo by Feliciano Guimarães from Guimarães, Portugal (Electric guitar uploaded by tm)  
[CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

7 A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 2

B A S I C

 ► Read this paragraph and use the chart shown in Image 3 to answer the questions that follow.

6. What is the most likely reason why the event from Question 5 is not shown in the pie chart?

A. The event was too crowded with people.

B. The event did not make any money.

C. The event took place at the same time as the music concert.

D. The event made the same amount of money as the coin drive.

Students at Springfield High School raised funds for a local food pantry. They washed 
cars, had a bake sale, performed a music concert, held a craft fair, sold raffle tickets, and 
ran a coin drive. The students raised $500 total. They put their results in a pie chart, shown 
in Image 3.

Image 3
4. Based on the information in the pie chart, which  

event raised the most money?

A. coin drive

B. selling raffle tickets

C. washing cars

D. music concert

5. Which event is not shown in the pie chart?

A. craft fair

B. bake sale

C. washing cars

D. selling raffle tickets

Washing 
Cars

Music 
Concert

Craft 
Fair

Bake 
Sale

$94

$39

$162

$144

$61

Coin
Drive

7 A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 3

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 3

B A S I C

Many of the books you read include graphic images. These may be photos, drawings, or maps, 
among others. Graphic images provide important clues about the characters and settings in 
stories, or show what real people, places, or events look like. The graphic images that appear 
with text are connected to the text in some way. As a reader, your job is to figure out how they 
are connected.

Sometimes you will be able to tell right away how the graphic image is connected to a text you 
are reading. For example, let’s say you read this text about the moon in your science book:  
  

                                                                           

How is this graphic image connected to the text? The Earth and the moon’s phases appear 
clearly in this drawing. The graphic image shows you how the sun’s light shines on different parts 
of the moon during the cycle. This graphic image repeats the information in the text by using a 
picture, which means you can “see” how the moon moves and not just read about it.

Now let’s say you read this text in your science book: 
 

How is this graphic image connected to the text? This photo shows large smokestacks pumping 
dirty smoke into the air. This graphic image is providing evidence to support the statement in the 
text that says “the substances can be introduced into the atmosphere in many ways.”

Graphic images are connected to texts. Figuring out how they are connected will help you better 
understand the texts. 

Air pollution happens when gases, smoke, 
dust particles, or bad smells are released 
into Earth’s atmosphere. The release of these 
substances makes the air dirty. Dirty air is 
harmful for all living things. The substances 
can be introduced into the atmosphere in 
many ways.

Image by Andonee (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 (http://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Image source: Hardie, D. W. F., A History of the Chemical Industry  
in Widnes, Imperial Chemical Industries Limited, 1950.

The moon takes 28 days to orbit, or go 
around, the Earth. The same side of the moon 
always faces the Earth. The appearance of 
the moon changes over the 28 days. We 
sometimes see a full moon, a half moon, or 
a crescent moon, depending on where the 
moon is in its orbit. These changes in the 
moon’s appearance are called the phases of 
the moon. The phase depends on the moon’s 
position in relation to the Earth and Sun.

7 A
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 ► Read this paragraph and use the diagram in Image 1 to answer the questions that follow.

Image 1

                                                                                   

                                           
1. How does the graphic image used in Image 1 connect to the paragraph above?

A. It shows the process Elena used to make her decision.

B. It shows where Elena found her information.

C. It shows the places where Elena could buy or adopt a pet.

D. It shows how much each type of pet costs.

2. Based on the diagram in Image 1, which two other pets could Elena have chosen?

A. dog

B. guinea pig

C. snake

D. bird

E. hermit crab

Elena wanted a pet, but she was not sure 
what type of pet to get. She wanted a pet 
that lived indoors. She wanted a pet that 
would also be able to easily fit in a carrier 
case and go with her if she traveled. She 
collected information on different types of 
animals. Finally, she made her decision. She 
got a cat!

7 A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 3

B A S I C

 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Image 2

 
3. The photo shown in Image 2 supports the above paragraph by showing the

A. drop of water as it falls through the air.

B. crown-like shape of a corona splash.

C. Latin word that means “crown.”

D. hard surface before the drop falls.

Image 3 

 

4. How does the photo shown in Image 3 connect to the paragraph above?

A. It explains why many safety laws today are not necessary.

B. It presents the argument that most workers liked their jobs even if the jobs were dangerous.

C. It supports the statement that workers did jobs with little to no safety gear.

D. It shows the workers who fought for the right to work in safe places.

Have you ever looked closely at a drop of water 
as it falls and hits a hard surface? If the surface is 
solid and smooth, the drop of water will splash. 
The liquid hits the surface and spreads into a cir-
cle. The splash forms along the edge of the circle 
as the water pops back up into the air. This kind 
of splash is called a “corona splash.” The word 
“corona” comes from a Latin word that means 
“crown.”

Today there are many laws to protect workers. 
But years ago, these laws did not exist. In the 
early 1900s, American workers performed jobs 
such as construction and mining in dangerous 
conditions and with little to no safety gear. 

Image by Omegatron [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Image by Lewis Hine, edited by Durova [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 7 Imaging Scaffolds  

7A Interpreting Images 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Can an image help you understand a selection's main idea or theme? Choose two 
selections you read and explain how the image did or did not help you understand 
the selection. 

Basic In what ways can maps help you to better understand the main idea and 
supporting details of a selection? 

Intermediate Describe how images used in a text added to the mood or overall understanding of 
the text. Use images and details from a selection you have read to illustrate and 
explain your answer. 

Intermediate Can an image help you understand a selection's main idea or theme? Choose two 
selections you have read and explain how the image did or did not help you 
understand the selection. 

 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Choose an image from a fictional selection you have read. Use the image as 
inspiration to write a new nonfiction piece on the same topic. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast a fictional text to its film version. What changes were made 
in the film version, and why do you think those were done? Use details from both 
the selection you have read and the film you have watched to illustrate and explain 
your answer. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Choose an image from an non-fiction selection you have read. Create a list of all 
the information visible in the image that supports the facts presented in the 
selection. 

Basic Select two non-fiction texts that provide information about animals. Created a 
Venn diagram to demonstrate the ways the animals are similar to -- and different 
from -- one another. 
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Basic Create a timeline to show the events from a non-fiction selection. 

Intermediate Choose a selection that did not have any images, charts, or graphs. Create one for 
the selection. Make sure your graphic element summarizes data presented in the 
text. 

Intermediate Choose an image from a nonfiction selection you have read. Use the image as 
inspiration to write a new fictional piece on the same topic. 
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How does this picture connect to the text?

7
BASIC

A

Draw or glue a picture here.

Interpreting Images and Maps


	rp-skills-basic-worksheet-7a-interpreting-images-lesson-1
	rp-skills-basic-worksheet-7a-interpreting-images-lesson-2
	rp-skills-basic-worksheet-7a-interpreting-images-lesson-3
	rp-skill-7a-writing-prompts
	rp-skills-basic-graphic-organizer-7a-interpreting-images

