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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Imaging Scaffolds – Interpreting Images

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Interpreting 
Images. Sometimes authors use images (like photos, maps, or 
drawings) to support or help explain ideas in the text. When 
readers interpret an image, they analyze what kind of image it is 
and how it connects to information in the text.
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Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Maps help you figure out where you are. They also help you figure 

out how to get to places where you want to go. In addition, maps 

provide a visual representation of places, which can help you better 

understand not only where a place is, but how it looks. Maps help 

drivers plan the best routes, help hikers find the safest paths, and 

help pilots safely fly across the country.

Whenever you read a map, make sure to look for three helpful 

tools that appear on most maps: compass, scale, and key. 

Understanding these tools is the first step to becoming an expert 

map reader. Not every map will have all three of these tools, 

but even one of these tools will provide you with important 

information.

A compass may look like a four-pointed cross, or an eight-pointed star. The compass tells you 

which direction on the map is north, south, east, and west. Compasses with eight points, like the 

compass shown in Image 1, also tell you which direction is northwest, northeast, southeast, and 

southwest. Most maps are drawn so that north is facing the top of the image. But not always! 

Look at the compass to make sure you know which direction is which.

A scale shows the distance between points on a map. The distance between two places looks 

like only a few inches on a map, but the distance in the real world could be hundreds of miles! 

The scale in Image 2 shows that one inch on the map is equal to about two miles in the real 

world. This scale is also helpful because it shows two different measurements at once. The top 

line of the scale in Image 2 shows distance in kilometers, and the bottom line shows miles. 

Many maps use symbols, or small pictures, that represent other things. A symbol shows where 

something is on the map. A key is a tool you can use to figure out what these symbols mean. A 

map key is also called a legend, as shown in Image 3. Sometimes a symbol looks like a smaller, 

simpler version of the real thing. But sometimes the symbols don’t look anything like what they 

represent. That’s why you need to look closely at a key when you read a map.

A map might show a 

place you recognize, 

like your own country 

or city. Sometimes a 

map will show a place 

that is new to you,  

and you must look  

extra closely.

IMAGE 2 IMAGE 3IMAGE 1
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Now let’s look at all three helpful tools in one map. Say you are going on a camping trip with your 

family. The campground director hands you the map shown in Image 4. 

The compass tells you that north is facing the top of the map. The scale tells you the distance 

on the map in feet. The key tells you what the symbols mean. For example, this key helps you 

understand that wherever there is a        symbol on the map, you will find a campsite at that 

location. Based on this map, you 

know that you would need to 

walk south from the boat dock 

to get to a campsite. You would 

walk about 800 feet to get from 

one parking lot to the other. 

Now that you understand the 

compass, scale, and key, you can 

unlock all kinds of information 

from this map.

 ► Imagine you are asked the 
following question. 

The camp director tells you 

that your campsite is south of 

the restroom and less than 800 

feet from Topsy Road. Which 

campsite is yours?

A. Campsite A

B. Campsite B

C. Campsite C

D. Campsite D

First let’s look for the restroom 

symbol in the legend. “Restroom” 

is the third one in the list. Now 

let’s find it on the map. It is right in 

the middle of the map. The owner says that the camp is south of the restroom. Both campsites B 

and C are south of the restroom, according to the compass. But which one is less than 800 feet 

away from the road? Looking at the scale, you know that your camp is Campsite C.

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 1
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 ► Look at the maps shown in the images below. Then answer the questions that follow.

1. Look at the key in the map shown in Image 5. In 1800, Pennsylvania was a

A. slave state.

B. free state.

C. slave territory.

D. free territory.

2. Look at the scale in the map in Image 6. Toronto and  

Kingston are approximately how many miles apart?

A. 200 miles

B. 10 miles

C. 30 miles

D. 1000 miles

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 1
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 ► Look at the map shown in the image below. Then answer the question that follows.

3. This map is from a textbook. The textbook says that the water in the Nile flows from Lahun to 

Memphis. Based on the compass in the map in Image 7, the water flows

A. from the south to the north. 

B. from the north to the south.

C. from the east to the west.

D. from the west to the east.

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 1
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Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Maps help you figure out where you are. They also help you figure 

out how to get to places where you want to go. In addition, maps 

provide a visual representation of places, which can help you better 

understand not only where a place is, but how it looks. Sometimes 

an author may include a map to help you better understand what 

you read. Maps can show you information about the real world 

today, the real world at a certain time in history, or a fictional world 

that does not exist.  

An author may include a map of the real world today in a travel 

book or a geography textbook. An author may include a map of a real place in history in a 

biography or a history textbook. An author may include a map of a fictional place in a fantasy 

story or a science fiction book. 

When you read, look for clues in a map that connect to the text. This will help give you a better 

understanding of what the author is trying to say. When you connect clues from a map with 

clues in a text, you are able to unlock hidden information about the text. 

 ► Follow the steps below to get the best understanding of a map when you read.

1. Read the text. Look for words that might be on a map, such as place names, directions, 
and distances. 
Examples of these map clues: 

• Distances: five miles, 20 km, 300 yards

• Directions: north, south, east, west, northeast, southeast, northwest, southwest

• Place names: (Hint: these are usually capitalized!)

 » Country, city, town, or street names: Philadelphia, Main Street, Massachusetts, Nepal

 » Attraction names: Mount Philo, Country Store, Town Hall

2. Look for helpful tools on the map: compass, scale, or key. Finding these tools first will help 

make sure you are reading the map correctly.

3. Look at the map to try to find the map clues from the text. Try to find the distances, 

directions, and places mentioned in the text.

4. Put the information together to answer the question. 

Not all of the 

information in a map 

will relate to the text. 

Remember to first look 

for helpful tools, and 

then find the clues  

from the text.

7 A
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Let’s use these steps to answer a map question. Read this excerpt from The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz. The character Dorothy is traveling in the fictional world of Oz.

 

“How far is it to the Emerald City?” Dorothy asked.

“I do not know,” answered Boq gravely, “for I have never been there. But it is a long way 
to the Emerald City, and it will take you many days. The country here is rich and pleasant, 
but you must pass through rough and dangerous places before you reach the end of your 
journey.”

This worried Dorothy a little, but she knew that this was the only way to get to Kansas 
again, so she bravely resolved not to turn back. She turned East and began her journey.

Let’s first find our map clues. Are there any place names, directions, or distances mentioned in 

the text? Yes!

• “How far is it to the Emerald City?”

• This was the only way to get to Kansas again

• She turned East and began her journey.

Now look at this map of Oz.

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps
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Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Remember, a map is full of information, but we need to look for only a few details first. 

Is there a compass, scale, or key? Look closely! Yes, there is a compass in the top right 

corner of the map.

Now let’s look at the map to try to find the map clues that we found in the text earlier.

• The Emerald City is in the middle of the map.

• Kansas is not on the map.

• The compass says that East is to the right.

 ► Now imagine you had to answer this question:

Dorothy is traveling East to the Emerald City. Which country must she travel through?

a. Quadling Country

b. Munchkin Country

c. Winkie Country

d. Gillikin Country

Put all of this information together, and you know that the Emerald City is east of 

Munchkin Country. So, Dorothy must travel through Munchkin Country to reach the 

Emerald City. The answer is B. When you read, make sure you connect the clues in a text 

with a map in order to best understand what you are reading.

7 A
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 ► Read the excerpt below and follow the steps to use the map to answer the question.

John Snow was well known as a doctor in London. Though it had been some time since 
he’d last seen it, Snow recognized cholera immediately. Cholera struck in 1854. The Soho 
neighborhood of London where Snow lived was particularly hard hit. Between August 
31 and September 10, more than 500 people perished in an area about the size of a city 
block. Suspecting that cholera fouled the drinking water, Snow began to look for the 
source. There were numerous water pumps in the neighborhood, but, in his visits to treat 
cholera victims, Snow noted that most of the sick people lived close to one particular 
pump on Broad Street. Snow spent the next few weeks interviewing everyone in the 
neighborhood to find out whether the victims had been in the habit of drinking from the 
Broad Street pump. He plotted the cholera deaths on a map and was able to demonstrate 
that approximately everyone in the area who had been struck with cholera had drunk from 
the pump.

1. Underline or highlight the map clues (place 

names, directions, or distances) in the text.

2. Look at the map shown in Image 1. Circle 

which helpful tools you see in the map. 

There may be more than one.

A. key

B. compass

C. scale

3. Look at the map to try to find the clues 

you found in Question 1. Circle or highlight 

the clues on the map.

4. Put all of the information together to 

answer this question:

People who died of cholera lived closest to 

the pump on

A. Broad Street.

B. Wardour Street.

C. Marlborough Street.

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 2
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 ► Read the excerpt below and follow the steps to use the map to answer the question.

The most famous person to travel deep into Antarctica was a Norwegian explorer 
named Roald Amundsen. Amundsen sailed through the Atlantic and Southern Oceans, and 
landed at the Bay of Whales on Antarctica. There he set up a base to launch his trip to the 
South Pole. In October 1911, Amundsen, his crew, and his team of 52 dogs set out on sleds. 
Two months later, Amundsen achieved his goal of becoming the first person to set foot on 
the South Pole. His trip from his base at the Bay of Whales to the South Pole and back to 
his base took 99 days.

5. Underline or highlight the map clues (place 

names, directions, or distances) in the text.

6. Look at the map shown in Image 2. Circle 

which helpful tools you see in the map.

A. key

B. compass

C. scale

7. Look at the map to try to find the clues 

you found in Question 5. Circle or highlight 

the clues on the map.

8. Put all of the information together to 

answer this question:

Amundsen’s trip from the Bay of Whales to 

the South Pole was approximately how far?

A. 200 miles

B. 800 miles

C. 400 miles

D. 600 miles

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 2
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

A timeline is the best way to graphically present a series of events that take place over an 

extended period of time. A timeline shows events and time periods in their proper relation to 

one another and in correct chronological order. Since a timeline includes only specific details, 

information presented can be more easily seen, understood, and remembered than it would be if 

presented in a paragraph or long reading material. 

 ► Read the following passage and then study the timeline below it. Notice that both convey the 
same information. 

In the 1990s, Apple Inc. was losing hundreds of millions of dollars a year, and business 
leaders questioned whether it would even survive. But the company’s fortunes began 
to improve after Steve Jobs returned as an adviser in 1997 and eventually became chief 
executive again.

Once in control of Apple again, Jobs slashed unprofitable projects, narrowed the 
company’s focus, and presided over a new marketing push to set the Mac apart from 
computers using Microsoft’s Windows operating system. Apple’s first new product under 
Jobs’ direction was the brightly colored, plastic iMac, which was released in 1998. The 
company followed it in 2001 with the iPod, which offered “1,000 songs in your pocket,” 
and became smaller and sleeker with each generation. Its white earphones and thumb-dial 
control seemed to become more ubiquitous than the wristwatch. In 2003, the arrival of 
the iTunes music store provided people with a convenient way to buy music legally online, 
song by song.

Then came the iPhone, launched in 2007, which pioneered a touch-screen interface 
that quickly set the standard for the mobile computing market. That was followed a year 
later by Apple’s App Store, where developers could sell iPhone applications that made 
the phone a device not just for making calls but also for managing money, editing photos, 
playing games, and social networking.

The Comeback of Apple Inc.

Apple struggles

1997  
Steve Jobs  

returns to  

Apple

2001  
iPod 

released

2007  
iPhone 

launched

1998 
iMac 

released

2003 
iTunes 

music store 

launched

2008 
Apple 

App Store 

launched

1990 1995 2000 2005 20101991 1996 2001 20061992 1997 2002 20071993 1998 2003 20081994 1999 2004 2009
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In comparison to the written passage, the timeline presents the facts more clearly. It organizes 

the information in such a way that you can see the entire period at a single glance.

How does this timeline convey information? An effective timeline has some important features:

• The events are recorded in as few words as possible.

• Each event is located below the year in which it occurred.

• An event that spans a period of time longer than a year is indicated by a bracket extending 

from the beginning to the end of the period. 

These qualities make for an easily understood timeline. Be sure to analyze a timeline when you 

read to gain the best understanding of a text. If you have trouble keeping track of events in a 

text, try making your own timeline by including the features above.
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 ► Read the following paragraphs, then complete the timeline by filling in the blanks with the 
appropriate years and events. 

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in 
Salzburg, Austria, on January 27, 1756. His 
extraordinary musical talent was already 
evident by the time he was three years 
old. At age four, he learned to play the 
harpsichord. When he was five, he was 
composing music. A year later, he played 
for the Austrian empress at her court in 
Vienna. In 1763, Mozart’s father, also a 
musician, took his son on an extensive 
musical tour to perform throughout 
Europe. Everywhere the young prodigy 
went, his harpsichord, organ, and violin 
playing won him applause and renown. 

At age 13, Mozart began composing 
music for the Archbishop of Salzburg. He 
worked in this capacity until 1781, when 
he was dismissed because of his frequent 
absences from Salzburg. The dismissal 
was a blessing in disguise. It gave Mozart 
the opportunity he wanted to leave his 
hometown and seek his fortune in Vienna, 
an important music center. There, he 
was well received because, although no 
longer a child prodigy, he was a brilliant 
performer and an active composer. 

On August 4, 1782, he married. During 
the next five years, he produced some 
of his finest compositions, including The 
Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni, 
two of his best operas. Although his 
works were received with enthusiasm, he 
made very little money from them. This 
unfortunate circumstance, coupled with 
the fact that he had a growing family and 
a wasteful wife, forced him to take music 
pupils and to do whatever else he could 
to supplement his income. Eventually, 
his health began to weaken under the 
strain. He contracted typhus fever, and on 
December 5, 1791, he died. He was buried 
in an unmarked pauper’s grave somewhere 
in Vienna. Ironically, there was no music to 
accompany the funeral services for one of 
the greatest musical composers of all time. 

1. 1755

1760

1765

1770

1775

1780

1785

1790

1795

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

J.
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2. Use your timeline on Mozart’s life to decide if the statements below are true or false.  

Write T or F on each blank. 

A. Mozart was seven years old when he went on an extensive musical tour  

throughout Europe.

B. He married at the age of 28.  

C. He composed some of his best works between the ages of 26 and 31.

D. He was only 35 when he died. 

E. He was 13 in 1767.

F. In 1773, he was working for the Archbishop.

G. He lost his job at the age of 24.

H. He learned to play the harpsichord in 1760.

I. He played for the Austrian empress at her court in Vienna at the age of six. 

J. Two years passed between his dismissal from his job and his marriage. 

3. Read the statements below. Then write the letter of each statement in the circle where it belongs 

on the timeline.

A. On November 8, 1889, Montana became the 41st state in the Union. 

B. Northwestern Montana became part of the United States as a result of the 1846 Oregon 

Treaty with England.

C. In 1973, Montana’s new state constitution went into effect. 

D. General Custer’s troops were wiped out at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876. 

E. In 1803, the Louisiana Purchase made eastern Montana a United States territory. 

F. Work on Yellowtail Dam was completed in 1966. 

G. Glacier National Park was established in 1910. 

H. In 1862, gold was discovered in the area known as Grasshopper Creek. 

I. The first oil wells in the Montana section of the Williston Basin started producing oil in 1951. 

J. Work was completed on Fort Peck Dam and Reservoir in 1940.

Important Dates in the History of Montana
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 7 Imaging Scaffolds  

7A Interpreting Images 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Can an image help you understand a selection's main idea or theme? Choose two 
selections you read and explain how the image did or did not help you understand 
the selection. 

Basic In what ways can maps help you to better understand the main idea and 
supporting details of a selection? 

Intermediate Describe how images used in a text added to the mood or overall understanding of 
the text. Use images and details from a selection you have read to illustrate and 
explain your answer. 

Intermediate Can an image help you understand a selection's main idea or theme? Choose two 
selections you have read and explain how the image did or did not help you 
understand the selection. 

 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Choose an image from a fictional selection you have read. Use the image as 
inspiration to write a new nonfiction piece on the same topic. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast a fictional text to its film version. What changes were made 
in the film version, and why do you think those were done? Use details from both 
the selection you have read and the film you have watched to illustrate and explain 
your answer. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Choose an image from an non-fiction selection you have read. Create a list of all 
the information visible in the image that supports the facts presented in the 
selection. 

Basic Select two non-fiction texts that provide information about animals. Created a 
Venn diagram to demonstrate the ways the animals are similar to -- and different 
from -- one another. 
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Basic Create a timeline to show the events from a non-fiction selection. 

Intermediate Choose a selection that did not have any images, charts, or graphs. Create one for 
the selection. Make sure your graphic element summarizes data presented in the 
text. 

Intermediate Choose an image from a nonfiction selection you have read. Use the image as 
inspiration to write a new fictional piece on the same topic. 
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Places

Labels

Symbols

Colors

Creators

Time Period

What did you find out from this map that you might not learn from the text?

Write one sentence summarizing this map.

Title Scale Compass Legend

Where does this map appear in the text? How does it support information in the text?

How does this map connect to the text?

Look closely at the map. What details do you notice?

Describe these elements on the map. 

Interpreting Maps
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