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Have you ever heard someone say, “a picture is worth a thousand words?” The texts you read for 

school or for pleasure often include information that is presented as part of a picture. Pictures 

show you what something looks like. For example, a picture may show an animal, a sunset, or 

a distant planet. Looking at the picture helps you understand how these things look. Photos, 

drawings, and paintings are all examples of pictures you may see in texts. Pictures can present 

large amounts of information. In fact, a single picture may give you as much information as 

hundreds or even a thousand words.

Pictures are graphic images. Maps, tables, and timelines are also graphic images. All graphic 

images provide a detailed description of something. A photo can show details about the colors 

of a sunset that would be hard to describe using just words. A map can show details about a 

country’s cities and towns, or the length of a river that runs through it. A timeline can organize 

the dates and details of events so they are easier to learn.

What kinds of graphic images do you see in the texts you read?

 TYPE OF 

GRAPHIC 

IMAGE

 WHAT IS IT?

 WHERE MIGHT YOU SEE 

THIS KIND OF GRAPHIC 

IMAGE? 

 HOW IS THIS GRAPHIC IMAGE 

HELPFUL TO READERS?

photo
a picture created 

by using a camera

Photos are used in newspapers to 

show people, places, events, and 

objects that are in the news.

A photo helps you see the details about 

people, places, events, and objects that 

are real.

drawing (also 

known as 

"illustration") 

a picture created 

by a person or 

computer

Drawings are often used with make-

believe stories to show characters 

and settings. Drawings may be black 

and white or in full color.

A drawing helps you understand what an 

author is describing in the text of a story. 

Drawings can be very helpful when showing 

a make-believe creature that comes from an 

author’s imagination. 

map

an image that shows 

a place on Earth or 

in the sky

Maps are often used in social 

studies, history, or science texts. 

Maps help you understand the location of 

places, the distance between places, and 

details about features such as mountains or 

bodies of water.

table

a set of facts or 

numbers that are 

displayed in an 

organized way

A printed bus schedule is a table 

that provides information about 

when and where a bus goes.

Facts or numbers in a table are organized in 

rows and columns to help you find a certain 

piece of information quickly and easily.

timeline
a line that shows 

how time has passed

Timelines are often found in history 

and science texts. 

Timelines show events in the order in which 

they occurred, helping you understand when 

events in history or nature happened.

What kind of graphic image is shown above? It’s a table! This table includes information about 

graphic images that have been organized into rows and columns. The information about graphic 

images could have been presented in many paragraphs of text. But the author decided to use a 

simpler and easier way to share information with you. The author used a graphic image to explain 

graphic images!
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1. What type of graphic image is shown in Image 1?

A. a map

B. a drawing

C. a timeline

D. a table

2. The graphic image shown in Image 1 would be most helpful in  

which type of text?

A. a story about characters who travel through time

B. an article about the history of machines

C. a guide that describes how things work

D. an essay explaining why time seems to move fast or 

slow

3. The map in Image 2 shows the camps along the climbing 

route on Mount Everest. Based on the map, which statement 

is correct?

A. Camp 6 is the final camp for climbers on their way to 

the summit.

B. Climbers can choose to skip Camps 4 and 5 and go 

straight from Camp 3 to Camp 6.

C. Camp 2 is open to climbers going up the mountain but 

not for climbers coming back down from the top of 

the mountain.

D. Climbers going up the mountain pass the Rock Band 

before passing the Great Central Gully.

4. The map in Image 2 would be most helpful in which type of text?

A. a book explaining the myths and legends written 

about Mount Everest

B. a short story about a person who had an adventure on 

Mount Everest

C. a magazine article describing the weather conditions 

on Mount Everest

D. a webpage that lists information for people who are 

planning to climb Mount Everest

 ► Look at these graphic images and answer the questions that follow.

Illustration by B. G. Seielstad [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Illustration by Thincat (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Image 1

Image 2

7 A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 1

B A S I C

 ► Look at these graphic images and answer the questions that follow.

5. Image 3 shows the areas a train passes when traveling from 

Chicago, IL, to New Orleans, LA. Based on this image, which 

statement is correct?

A. The Cottonlandia Museum is closer to Chicago than  

Memphis is.

B. The train passes Jackson before it passes the TN-MS  

State Line.

C. The train passes Memphis before it passes the 

Chanute Air Force Base. 

D. The MS-LA state line is closer New Orleans than 

Fulton is.               

6. The graphic image shown in Image 3 can best be described as a 

A. timeline.

B. photo.

C. map.

D. table.

7. The photo in Image 4 shows Olympic athletes. If this photo  

appeared with an article in a newspaper, what would the title  

of the article most likely be?

A. The Busy Lives of Olympic Athletes

B. Olympic Athletes Receive Their Medals

C. Injuries Cause Olympic Athletes to Fall

D. Olympic Athletes Fight for Human Rights

Photo by kinnigurl [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Image 3

Image 4
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