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As you read, you will see many kinds of graphic images. Graphic images include photos, 
drawings, maps, tables, and timelines, among others. The graphic images you see in fiction and 
nonfiction texts help you in many important ways: 

• Graphic images may repeat what is said in the text. 

• Graphic images may provide evidence to support information or claims in the text. 

• Graphic images may provide additional information that adds to your understanding about 
the main idea, central idea, or supporting details in a text.

• Graphic images may help increase your interest in the text you are reading. 

Let’s look at some examples of how graphic images can help you as you read. Imagine you are 
reading a science book that is describing the life cycle of a butterfly. The text says, 

An adult female butterfly lays eggs, usually near leaves of a plant. Tiny caterpillars grow 
inside the eggs. After some time, caterpillars come out of the eggs. The caterpillars eat 
the leaves around them. They grow and grow. When they are fully grown, the caterpillars 
form an outer layer called a chrysalis around themselves. Inside the chrysalis, the caterpillar 
changes into a butterfly. The fully formed butterfly emerges from the chrysalis.

What if this graphic image was next to the text?

This drawing repeats what the text says. It does not include additional 
information, but it does present you with an easy way to see the life 
cycle of the butterfly.

What if this graphic image was next to the text?

This photo provides evidence to support the idea that caterpillars eat 
leaves. The photo clearly shows a real caterpillar eating a real leaf. 

LIFE CYCLE STAGE                                   
HOW LONG IS THE MONARCH  

BUTTERFLY IN THIS STAGE?

egg about four days

caterpillar about two weeks

chrysalis about 10 days

adult up to six weeks

What if this graphic image was next to the text?

This table offers additional information about the life cycle of a certain kind of butterfly that is not 
mentioned in the text. The table tells how long each stage of the life cycle will last.

As you read, pay close attention to the graphic images that are alongside the text. They will help 
you understand and appreciate the text in important ways. 
 

Image by Bugboy52.40 (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)  
or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons

Photo by Daniel Mietchen (Own work) [CC0], via Wikimedia Commons
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1. How does the picture shown in Image 1 help you understand  

the paragraph above?

A. It answers a question that is asked in the paragraph.

B. It supports information that is given in the paragraph.

C. It explains a new idea that is not stated in the paragraph. 

D. It shows why the information in the paragraph is not correct. 

 ► Read this paragraph and use the photo in Image 1 to answer the question that follows.

Two hands are needed to play the guitar. One hand presses down on the strings on the 
long neck of the guitar. This makes the strings have different sounds when they are played. 
The other hand plays the strings. The strings can be played one at a time to produce single 
notes. Or, the strings can be played all together to produce chords.

2. Serena wants to choose the flight that costs the least. Which flight should she choose?

A. Flight 101

B. Flight 205

C. Flight 336

D. Flight 494

3. Suppose Serena wants to choose the shortest flight instead. Which flight should she choose?

A. Flight 101

B. Flight 205

C. Flight 336

D. Flight 494

 ► Read this paragraph and use the table shown in Image 2 to answer the questions that follow.

Serena lives in New York and is looking forward to her trip to Florida. She saved her 
money to pay for the trip and wants to choose the flight that costs the least.

Image 2

FLIGHT 
NUMBER

FLIGHT  
LEAVES NY

FLIGHT ARRIVES  
IN FL

PRICE OF 
FLIGHT

LENGTH OF  
FLIGHT (TIME)

101 8:49 a.m. 12:06 a.m. $82 3 hours 17 minutes

205 1:50 p.m. 4:50 p.m. $102 3 hours 0 minutes

336 3:23 p.m. 6:32 p.m. $99 3 hours 9 minutes

494 6:09 p.m. 9:19 p.m. $97 3 hours 10 minutes

Image 1

Photo by Feliciano Guimarães from Guimarães, Portugal (Electric guitar uploaded by tm)  
[CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
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 ► Read this paragraph and use the chart shown in Image 3 to answer the questions that follow.

6. What is the most likely reason why the event from Question 5 is not shown in the pie chart?

A. The event was too crowded with people.

B. The event did not make any money.

C. The event took place at the same time as the music concert.

D. The event made the same amount of money as the coin drive.

Students at Springfield High School raised funds for a local food pantry. They washed 
cars, had a bake sale, performed a music concert, held a craft fair, sold raffle tickets, and 
ran a coin drive. The students raised $500 total. They put their results in a pie chart, shown 
in Image 3.

Image 3
4. Based on the information in the pie chart, which  

event raised the most money?

A. coin drive

B. selling raffle tickets

C. washing cars

D. music concert

5. Which event is not shown in the pie chart?

A. craft fair

B. bake sale

C. washing cars

D. selling raffle tickets

Washing 
Cars

Music 
Concert

Craft 
Fair

Bake 
Sale

$94

$39

$162

$144

$61

Coin
Drive
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