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Many of the books you read include graphic images. These may be photos, drawings, or maps, 
among others. Graphic images provide important clues about the characters and settings in 
stories, or show what real people, places, or events look like. The graphic images that appear 
with text are connected to the text in some way. As a reader, your job is to figure out how they 
are connected.

Sometimes you will be able to tell right away how the graphic image is connected to a text you 
are reading. For example, let’s say you read this text about the moon in your science book:  
  

                                                                           

How is this graphic image connected to the text? The Earth and the moon’s phases appear 
clearly in this drawing. The graphic image shows you how the sun’s light shines on different parts 
of the moon during the cycle. This graphic image repeats the information in the text by using a 
picture, which means you can “see” how the moon moves and not just read about it.

Now let’s say you read this text in your science book: 
 

How is this graphic image connected to the text? This photo shows large smokestacks pumping 
dirty smoke into the air. This graphic image is providing evidence to support the statement in the 
text that says “the substances can be introduced into the atmosphere in many ways.”

Graphic images are connected to texts. Figuring out how they are connected will help you better 
understand the texts. 

Air pollution happens when gases, smoke, 
dust particles, or bad smells are released 
into Earth’s atmosphere. The release of these 
substances makes the air dirty. Dirty air is 
harmful for all living things. The substances 
can be introduced into the atmosphere in 
many ways.

Image by Andonee (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 (http://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Image source: Hardie, D. W. F., A History of the Chemical Industry  
in Widnes, Imperial Chemical Industries Limited, 1950.

The moon takes 28 days to orbit, or go 
around, the Earth. The same side of the moon 
always faces the Earth. The appearance of 
the moon changes over the 28 days. We 
sometimes see a full moon, a half moon, or 
a crescent moon, depending on where the 
moon is in its orbit. These changes in the 
moon’s appearance are called the phases of 
the moon. The phase depends on the moon’s 
position in relation to the Earth and Sun.
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 ► Read this paragraph and use the diagram in Image 1 to answer the questions that follow.

Image 1

                                                                                   

                                           
1. How does the graphic image used in Image 1 connect to the paragraph above?

A. It shows the process Elena used to make her decision.

B. It shows where Elena found her information.

C. It shows the places where Elena could buy or adopt a pet.

D. It shows how much each type of pet costs.

2. Based on the diagram in Image 1, which two other pets could Elena have chosen?

A. dog

B. guinea pig

C. snake

D. bird

E. hermit crab

Elena wanted a pet, but she was not sure 
what type of pet to get. She wanted a pet 
that lived indoors. She wanted a pet that 
would also be able to easily fit in a carrier 
case and go with her if she traveled. She 
collected information on different types of 
animals. Finally, she made her decision. She 
got a cat!
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Image 2

 
3. The photo shown in Image 2 supports the above paragraph by showing the

A. drop of water as it falls through the air.

B. crown-like shape of a corona splash.

C. Latin word that means “crown.”

D. hard surface before the drop falls.

Image 3 

 

4. How does the photo shown in Image 3 connect to the paragraph above?

A. It explains why many safety laws today are not necessary.

B. It presents the argument that most workers liked their jobs even if the jobs were dangerous.

C. It supports the statement that workers did jobs with little to no safety gear.

D. It shows the workers who fought for the right to work in safe places.

Have you ever looked closely at a drop of water 
as it falls and hits a hard surface? If the surface is 
solid and smooth, the drop of water will splash. 
The liquid hits the surface and spreads into a cir-
cle. The splash forms along the edge of the circle 
as the water pops back up into the air. This kind 
of splash is called a “corona splash.” The word 
“corona” comes from a Latin word that means 
“crown.”

Today there are many laws to protect workers. 
But years ago, these laws did not exist. In the 
early 1900s, American workers performed jobs 
such as construction and mining in dangerous 
conditions and with little to no safety gear. 

Image by Omegatron [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Image by Lewis Hine, edited by Durova [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
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