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Imaging
Interpreting Images and Maps

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Maps help you figure out where you are. They also help you figure 

out how to get to places where you want to go. In addition, maps 

provide a visual representation of places, which can help you better 

understand not only where a place is, but how it looks. Sometimes 

an author may include a map to help you better understand what 

you read. Maps can show you information about the real world 

today, the real world at a certain time in history, or a fictional world 

that does not exist.  

An author may include a map of the real world today in a travel 

book or a geography textbook. An author may include a map of a real place in history in a 

biography or a history textbook. An author may include a map of a fictional place in a fantasy 

story or a science fiction book. 

When you read, look for clues in a map that connect to the text. This will help give you a better 

understanding of what the author is trying to say. When you connect clues from a map with 

clues in a text, you are able to unlock hidden information about the text. 

 ► Follow the steps below to get the best understanding of a map when you read.

1. Read the text. Look for words that might be on a map, such as place names, directions, 
and distances. 
Examples of these map clues: 

• Distances: five miles, 20 km, 300 yards

• Directions: north, south, east, west, northeast, southeast, northwest, southwest

• Place names: (Hint: these are usually capitalized!)

 » Country, city, town, or street names: Philadelphia, Main Street, Massachusetts, Nepal

 » Attraction names: Mount Philo, Country Store, Town Hall

2. Look for helpful tools on the map: compass, scale, or key. Finding these tools first will help 

make sure you are reading the map correctly.

3. Look at the map to try to find the map clues from the text. Try to find the distances, 

directions, and places mentioned in the text.

4. Put the information together to answer the question. 

Not all of the 

information in a map 

will relate to the text. 

Remember to first look 

for helpful tools, and 

then find the clues  

from the text.
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Let’s use these steps to answer a map question. Read this excerpt from The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz. The character Dorothy is traveling in the fictional world of Oz.

 

“How far is it to the Emerald City?” Dorothy asked.

“I do not know,” answered Boq gravely, “for I have never been there. But it is a long way 
to the Emerald City, and it will take you many days. The country here is rich and pleasant, 
but you must pass through rough and dangerous places before you reach the end of your 
journey.”

This worried Dorothy a little, but she knew that this was the only way to get to Kansas 
again, so she bravely resolved not to turn back. She turned East and began her journey.

Let’s first find our map clues. Are there any place names, directions, or distances mentioned in 

the text? Yes!

• “How far is it to the Emerald City?”

• This was the only way to get to Kansas again

• She turned East and began her journey.

Now look at this map of Oz.
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Remember, a map is full of information, but we need to look for only a few details first. 

Is there a compass, scale, or key? Look closely! Yes, there is a compass in the top right 

corner of the map.

Now let’s look at the map to try to find the map clues that we found in the text earlier.

• The Emerald City is in the middle of the map.

• Kansas is not on the map.

• The compass says that East is to the right.

 ► Now imagine you had to answer this question:

Dorothy is traveling East to the Emerald City. Which country must she travel through?

a. Quadling Country

b. Munchkin Country

c. Winkie Country

d. Gillikin Country

Put all of this information together, and you know that the Emerald City is east of 

Munchkin Country. So, Dorothy must travel through Munchkin Country to reach the 

Emerald City. The answer is B. When you read, make sure you connect the clues in a text 

with a map in order to best understand what you are reading.
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 ► Read the excerpt below and follow the steps to use the map to answer the question.

John Snow was well known as a doctor in London. Though it had been some time since 
he’d last seen it, Snow recognized cholera immediately. Cholera struck in 1854. The Soho 
neighborhood of London where Snow lived was particularly hard hit. Between August 
31 and September 10, more than 500 people perished in an area about the size of a city 
block. Suspecting that cholera fouled the drinking water, Snow began to look for the 
source. There were numerous water pumps in the neighborhood, but, in his visits to treat 
cholera victims, Snow noted that most of the sick people lived close to one particular 
pump on Broad Street. Snow spent the next few weeks interviewing everyone in the 
neighborhood to find out whether the victims had been in the habit of drinking from the 
Broad Street pump. He plotted the cholera deaths on a map and was able to demonstrate 
that approximately everyone in the area who had been struck with cholera had drunk from 
the pump.

1. Underline or highlight the map clues (place 

names, directions, or distances) in the text.

2. Look at the map shown in Image 1. Circle 

which helpful tools you see in the map. 

There may be more than one.

A. key

B. compass

C. scale

3. Look at the map to try to find the clues 

you found in Question 1. Circle or highlight 

the clues on the map.

4. Put all of the information together to 

answer this question:

People who died of cholera lived closest to 

the pump on

A. Broad Street.

B. Wardour Street.

C. Marlborough Street.
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 ► Read the excerpt below and follow the steps to use the map to answer the question.

The most famous person to travel deep into Antarctica was a Norwegian explorer 
named Roald Amundsen. Amundsen sailed through the Atlantic and Southern Oceans, and 
landed at the Bay of Whales on Antarctica. There he set up a base to launch his trip to the 
South Pole. In October 1911, Amundsen, his crew, and his team of 52 dogs set out on sleds. 
Two months later, Amundsen achieved his goal of becoming the first person to set foot on 
the South Pole. His trip from his base at the Bay of Whales to the South Pole and back to 
his base took 99 days.

5. Underline or highlight the map clues (place 

names, directions, or distances) in the text.

6. Look at the map shown in Image 2. Circle 

which helpful tools you see in the map.

A. key

B. compass

C. scale

7. Look at the map to try to find the clues 

you found in Question 5. Circle or highlight 

the clues on the map.

8. Put all of the information together to 

answer this question:

Amundsen’s trip from the Bay of Whales to 

the South Pole was approximately how far?

A. 200 miles

B. 800 miles

C. 400 miles

D. 600 miles
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