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Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

A timeline is the best way to graphically present a series of events that take place over an 

extended period of time. A timeline shows events and time periods in their proper relation to 

one another and in correct chronological order. Since a timeline includes only specific details, 

information presented can be more easily seen, understood, and remembered than it would be if 

presented in a paragraph or long reading material. 

 ► Read the following passage and then study the timeline below it. Notice that both convey the 
same information. 

In the 1990s, Apple Inc. was losing hundreds of millions of dollars a year, and business 
leaders questioned whether it would even survive. But the company’s fortunes began 
to improve after Steve Jobs returned as an adviser in 1997 and eventually became chief 
executive again.

Once in control of Apple again, Jobs slashed unprofitable projects, narrowed the 
company’s focus, and presided over a new marketing push to set the Mac apart from 
computers using Microsoft’s Windows operating system. Apple’s first new product under 
Jobs’ direction was the brightly colored, plastic iMac, which was released in 1998. The 
company followed it in 2001 with the iPod, which offered “1,000 songs in your pocket,” 
and became smaller and sleeker with each generation. Its white earphones and thumb-dial 
control seemed to become more ubiquitous than the wristwatch. In 2003, the arrival of 
the iTunes music store provided people with a convenient way to buy music legally online, 
song by song.

Then came the iPhone, launched in 2007, which pioneered a touch-screen interface 
that quickly set the standard for the mobile computing market. That was followed a year 
later by Apple’s App Store, where developers could sell iPhone applications that made 
the phone a device not just for making calls but also for managing money, editing photos, 
playing games, and social networking.
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In comparison to the written passage, the timeline presents the facts more clearly. It organizes 

the information in such a way that you can see the entire period at a single glance.

How does this timeline convey information? An effective timeline has some important features:

• The events are recorded in as few words as possible.

• Each event is located below the year in which it occurred.

• An event that spans a period of time longer than a year is indicated by a bracket extending 

from the beginning to the end of the period. 

These qualities make for an easily understood timeline. Be sure to analyze a timeline when you 

read to gain the best understanding of a text. If you have trouble keeping track of events in a 

text, try making your own timeline by including the features above.
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 ► Read the following paragraphs, then complete the timeline by filling in the blanks with the 
appropriate years and events. 
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in 
Salzburg, Austria, on January 27, 1756. His 
extraordinary musical talent was already 
evident by the time he was three years 
old. At age four, he learned to play the 
harpsichord. When he was five, he was 
composing music. A year later, he played 
for the Austrian empress at her court in 
Vienna. In 1763, Mozart’s father, also a 
musician, took his son on an extensive 
musical tour to perform throughout 
Europe. Everywhere the young prodigy 
went, his harpsichord, organ, and violin 
playing won him applause and renown. 

At age 13, Mozart began composing 
music for the Archbishop of Salzburg. He 
worked in this capacity until 1781, when 
he was dismissed because of his frequent 
absences from Salzburg. The dismissal 
was a blessing in disguise. It gave Mozart 
the opportunity he wanted to leave his 
hometown and seek his fortune in Vienna, 
an important music center. There, he 
was well received because, although no 
longer a child prodigy, he was a brilliant 
performer and an active composer. 

On August 4, 1782, he married. During 
the next five years, he produced some 
of his finest compositions, including The 
Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni, 
two of his best operas. Although his 
works were received with enthusiasm, he 
made very little money from them. This 
unfortunate circumstance, coupled with 
the fact that he had a growing family and 
a wasteful wife, forced him to take music 
pupils and to do whatever else he could 
to supplement his income. Eventually, 
his health began to weaken under the 
strain. He contracted typhus fever, and on 
December 5, 1791, he died. He was buried 
in an unmarked pauper’s grave somewhere 
in Vienna. Ironically, there was no music to 
accompany the funeral services for one of 
the greatest musical composers of all time. 
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2. Use your timeline on Mozart’s life to decide if the statements below are true or false.  

Write T or F on each blank. 

A. Mozart was seven years old when he went on an extensive musical tour  

throughout Europe.

B. He married at the age of 28.  

C. He composed some of his best works between the ages of 26 and 31.

D. He was only 35 when he died. 

E. He was 13 in 1767.

F. In 1773, he was working for the Archbishop.

G. He lost his job at the age of 24.

H. He learned to play the harpsichord in 1760.

I. He played for the Austrian empress at her court in Vienna at the age of six. 

J. Two years passed between his dismissal from his job and his marriage. 

3. Read the statements below. Then write the letter of each statement in the circle where it belongs 

on the timeline.

A. On November 8, 1889, Montana became the 41st state in the Union. 

B. Northwestern Montana became part of the United States as a result of the 1846 Oregon 

Treaty with England.

C. In 1973, Montana’s new state constitution went into effect. 

D. General Custer’s troops were wiped out at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876. 

E. In 1803, the Louisiana Purchase made eastern Montana a United States territory. 

F. Work on Yellowtail Dam was completed in 1966. 

G. Glacier National Park was established in 1910. 

H. In 1862, gold was discovered in the area known as Grasshopper Creek. 

I. The first oil wells in the Montana section of the Williston Basin started producing oil in 1951. 

J. Work was completed on Fort Peck Dam and Reservoir in 1940.

Important Dates in the History of Montana
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