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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Reasoning and Rhetoric – Judging Validity

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Judging 
Validity. Validity is the correctness or truthfulness of a claim or 
argument. When readers judge validity, they decide if a claim or 
argument -- and the details given to support it -- is correct, true, 
or accurate.
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Reasoning and Rhetoric
Judging Validity

Lesson 1

B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you have to be a judge. You have to judge if a statement is correct. 

This is called judging validity. If a statement is valid, that means it is correct or true. 

Read these five statements. Two of them are correct. Three of them are not. Which two 

statements are the correct ones? 

1. Fish swim in the sea. 

2. “A” comes after “B” in the alphabet. 

3. January is the last month of the year. 

4. A square has four sides.

5. One plus two equals five.

Did you choose statements 1 and 4? How did you know that they are correct? To make your 

choice, you had to figure out which statements are valid. You had to figure out which statements 

are correct, or based on truth. Statements 1 and 4 are valid. They are based on truth. Fish do 

swim in the sea. A square does have four sides. But statements 2, 3, and 5 are not valid. They are 

not based on truth. “A” does not come after “B” in the alphabet. It comes before. January is not 

the last month of the year. It is the first. One plus two does not equal five. It equals three.

It was probably not too hard to judge which statements were or were not correct. Most people 

know basic information about fish. Most people also know the alphabet, the months of the year, 

and so on. But often, when you read, you will come across information you do not know. Then 

you will need help to judge if a statement is correct or based on truth. For example, read this 

paragraph. It is from a selection that explains how baby names around the world are picked.

Some Native Americans use another tradition. It is called the “naming trail.” A child gets 
one name at birth. Then the child gets a new name as a teen. The new name often tells 
something about the person. It may be “She Laughs a Lot.” Or “He Runs Fast.” The teen 
gets a new name again as an adult. This name may be a goal. It may be something the 
person has to live up to.

Suppose you are asked to answer this question.

Based on what you read, which statement about the “naming trail” is correct?

A. The child is given a name from the mother’s family.

B. The child’s name changes as he or she gets older.

C. The child is given a name from the father’s family.

D. The child’s name is based on a plant or an animal.

To answer this, go back to the paragraph. The text explains how a child gets one name at birth. 

Then the child gets a new name as a teen. Then the teen gets a new name as an adult. Which 

answer choice gives a correct, or valid, statement? Answer choice B. It explains how a child’s 

name changes as the child gets older. Based on the text, this is a valid statement. 

We can check the other answer choices, just to be sure. Answer choice A is not correct. The text 

says nothing about the mother’s family. Answer choice C is not correct. The text says nothing 

about the father’s family. Answer D is not correct. The text says nothing about plants or animals.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

More than 97 percent of the water on Earth is salt water. Salt water is mainly in oceans. 
The world has a great amount of this kind of water, but we cannot drink it. Only a bit more 
than 2 percent of the water on Earth is fresh water. Most lakes are fresh water. Most rivers 
are fresh water too. This kind of water has low amounts of salt.

1. Based on what you read, which statement about the water on Earth is correct?

A. Most of the water on Earth is salt water.

B. Most salt water on Earth is found in lakes.

C. Most rivers have high amounts of salt.

D. Most of the water in oceans is safe to drink.

There are many kinds of drums you can use to play music. One kind of drum is called a 
snare drum. A snare is a special part of the drum. A snare is a kind of metal wire. It is pulled 
tight along the bottom of the drum. It gives the drum a loud sound. This drum usually has 
a long strap that goes around your neck. It keeps the snare drum in front of you. Both of 
your hands are free to tap the drum.

2.  Based on the information in the paragraph above, which statement about a snare drum is 

correct?

A. It makes a high, tapping sound that is very much like a bell.

B. To play it, a person must study music and train with a master musician.

C. It gets its loud sound from a metal wire on the bottom of the drum.

D. To play it, it must be put in a special stand that is connected to a larger drum.

In ancient times, people knew there would be a sunrise each morning. They knew 
there would be a sunset each night. People began to measure time. They measured it by 
counting each cycle of the sun. This cycle became the period of time we call a day. Our 
word “day” comes from an ancient word. The meaning of that ancient word is “to burn.” A 
day was a cycle of the sun burning in the sky.

3. Based on the paragraph above, which two statements are correct?

A. The period of time we know as “night” comes from an old word that means “to count.”

B. People began to measure time by counting each cycle of the sun.

C. One cycle of the sun is equal to the period of time we call a year.

D. The sun gains energy each sunrise and loses energy each sunset.

E. The modern word “day” comes from an old word that means “to burn.”
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How long does it take for a mother bird to build a nest? To build a small, round nest, a 
small mother bird may need just two or three days. But a big bird needs a big nest. This 
kind can take a week or more to complete! The smallest bird on Earth builds a nest that is 
less than one inch across! Big birds can build a home that is many feet wide.

4. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. Nests are built by male birds only.

B. The size of the nest depends on the size of the bird.

C. Nests built in high trees last longer than nests built closer to the ground.

D. Some birds carry their nests with them if they leave.

Reasoning and Rhetoric
Judging Validity

Lesson 1

B A S I C

8A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 2

Reasoning and Rhetoric
Judging Validity

Lesson 2

B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you have to be a judge. You might be asked to judge if a statement 

is valid. A valid statement is a correct statement. It is based on truth or fact. What does it mean 

to judge a statement? This means it’s your job to ask questions. Does the statement make sense? 

Is there support in the text to back it up? When you do this, you are judging the validity of a 

statement. You are judging whether or not a statement is correct.

When you judge the validity of a statement, you have to be careful. A statement may sound 

good at first. But then you look for support to back it up. You might find that the support is 

not good. The support might not be correct or true. The support might not make sense. If the 

support is false or weak, then the statement it is supporting may not be valid.

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from a selection about calendars.

In Ancient Rome, the priests would watch the night sky. They would see when a full 
moon passed and when a new moon would start. Then they would call out to all the people 
that a new month was beginning. The word for “to call out” was “calare.” So the Ancient 
Romans began to call the first day of the new month “kalends.” This is where we get the 
word “calendar.” A new month would start with each new moon.

Then suppose you are asked this question.

Based on what you read, which statement is correct?

A. In Ancient Rome, a new moon was thought to bring good luck.

B. People in Ancient Rome used calendars only to mark special holidays.

C. The word “calendar” came from an Ancient Roman word that meant “to call out.”

D. Ancient Romans called the night sky “kalends,” which meant “to start or begin.”

To answer this, you must judge the validity of each answer choice to see which one is based on 

fact. For this, go back to the paragraph. 

Is answer choice A correct? The paragraph says nothing about luck. Since there is nothing to 

support this, it is not a valid statement. 

Is answer choice B correct? The paragraph does not say anything about special holidays. There is 

no support for this statement either, which means it is not valid. 

Is answer choice C correct? The paragraph does give information that supports this: The word 
for “to call out” was “calare.” So the Ancient Romans began to call the first day of the new month 
“kalends.” This is where we get the word “calendar.” This does make answer choice C a valid 

statement. It looks like this is the correct answer choice, but check the last one, to be sure. 

Is answer choice D correct? This one is tricky because it mentions both the night sky and 

“kalends.” But read carefully -- the Ancient Romans did NOT call the night sky “kalends,” and 

“kalends” does NOT mean “to start or begin.” Answer choice D is not a valid statement. 
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A sinkhole is a huge hole in the ground. It is so big, a car could easily fit in one. A 
sinkhole forms when a patch of ground suddenly gives way. The main cause is water below 
the ground. There might be a water pipe under the ground. A pipe can break. Then water 
will leak. The earth will get wet. The wet earth will become loose and fall away. Then the 
ground above it sinks and a huge sinkhole forms.

1. Based on the information in the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. Sinkholes cause more damage in areas that are close to water.

B. A sinkhole forms when water under the ground leaks out and wet earth falls away.

C. The size of a sinkhole depends on how hot or cold the ground around it is.

D. Most sinkholes can be fixed with a series of pipes under the ground.

Spiders have lived on Earth for millions of years. Most spiders live on land, but a few 
live in water. They can be found all over the world, in both warm and cold places. There 
are about 50,000 kinds of spiders. A small one can be about the size of a crumb. A large 
spider may have a body as big as a dinner plate. A spider that huge can eat a bird. But no, 
it will not catch people in a web!

2. Based on the information in the paragraph above, which two statements about spiders are 

correct?

A. Some spiders can live in water.

B. Most spiders have lived on Earth for a few hundred years.

C. The smallest spiders are also the most harmful to humans.

D. Very large spiders do not make webs.

E. Spiders live in both warm and cold areas.

Nature has many kinds of smells. Some things, such as flowers, can have a very nice 
smell. Other things can have a bad smell. A bad smell may mean that something is rotten 
or not good. However, a bad smell can also be a good thing. A bad smell can help keep an 
animal safe from another animal that wants to hunt it. This hunting animal may have sharp 
claws, big teeth, or a strong sense of smell. A bad smell can make the hunting animal think 
its prey is not good to eat.

3. Based on the information in the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. Most animals that hunt do not have a strong sense of smell.

B. In nature, only poisonous animals and flowers give off a bad smell.

C. A bad smell can help protect an animal that is being hunted.

D. Hunting animals use flowers to help attract their prey.
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Sometimes in a text, an author will make a statement or a claim. Or, an author will make an 

argument. The author wants to get you to view something or someone in a certain way. When 

this happens, you have a certain job to do as a reader. It is up to you to judge if the statement, 

claim, or argument is valid. 

What does “valid” mean? If a statement, claim, or argument is valid, it is correct. It is based 

on fact. It is up to you to figure out if a piece of writing is valid or not. You must look at the 

information and support that the author uses in the text. Does the author list where his or her 

information came from? If a strong statement or claim is made, what kind of support is used to 

back it up? If the support is valid, or correct, the statement or claim will be strong. If the support 

is not valid, or false, the statement or claim will be weak. 

 ► Read this paragraph. It is taken from a selection about plants.

Plants are very important to our lives. For example, we use plants for food. You might 
have an apple with your lunch. Or, you might have a salad with your dinner. Plants also 
give us the oxygen we need to breathe. Inside the leaves of plants are special cells. These 
cells are where a plant makes food for itself. As a plant makes food in its cells, it gives off 
oxygen. The oxygen then goes into the air.

Then suppose you are asked this question.

This excerpt states that plants are very important to our lives. Which two sentences from the 

paragraph best support this?

A. The oxygen then goes into the air.

B. For example, we use plants for food.

C. These cells are where a plant makes food for itself.

D. You might have an apple with your lunch.

E. Plants also give us the oxygen we need to breathe.

To answer this, go back to the paragraph. The text explains how we use plants for food. It also 

explains how we breathe in the oxygen that plants give off. So, those are the two big ideas: 

plants as food, and plants as a source of oxygen. The two sentences that best support the 

statement that plants are very important to our lives probably have something to do with these 

two big ideas. Which answer choices do this? B and E. 

What about the other answer choices? Answer choice A does have to do with oxygen, but only 

to explain a step in the oxygen-making process. It’s the same with answer choice C, which has to 

do with the plant cells that make food. Answer choice D is about plants as food. But it’s only an 

example of one kind of food you might eat. 

Remember to look at the information and support in the text. This can help you figure out 

whether a statement, claim, or argument is valid.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

National parks are special places for people to visit. People can enjoy being outside. 
They can learn about nature. These parks are usually very big. They may cover a large area 
of land. The government protects the land in a national park. The government says no one 
can build houses in these parks. It says no one can build a business there.

1. The paragraph states that the government protects the land in a national park. Underline the two 

sentences in the paragraph that best support this statement.

It’s a good idea to eat small amounts every four or five hours. And don’t skip a meal. If 
you do, your body may not be able to do its work. If it does not get enough of the food it 
needs, your system will slow down. It’s like a car. Don’t let it run out of gas. Or you’ll start to 
feel tired and slow again.

2. The paragraph states, “And don’t skip a meal.” Underline the two sentences that best explain what 

will happen to your body if you do.

One of the oldest calendars is the Early Roman calendar. But this calendar was a mess! 
It had only 304 days that were grouped into ten months. It didn’t even count the other 61 
days, which usually passed in winter. The first month of the year was March. And different 
rulers would add a few days -- or even a whole month! -- if they wanted.

3. This paragraph states that the Early Roman calendar was a mess. Which two statements best 

explain why?

A. It is one of the oldest calendars.

B. The first month of the year was March.

C. It didn’t count the days that passed in winter.

D. Different rulers would add extra days or months.

E. The months were not named.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 8: Reasoning and Rhetoric 

8A Judging Validity 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe at least five ways you can tell if a selection is true or not true. Use 
examples from selections you have read to support your statements. 

Basic Describe a selection that did not seem real in the beginning but made sense in the 
end. What did the author do to change your view? 

Intermediate Did the author of the selection have first-hand knowledge about the subject 
presented? If yes, explain how you can tell. If no, explain how first-hand knowledge 
might change the author's perspective. 

Intermediate Imagine you are an attorney. Write an opening statement to the jury that argues 
the validity of a selection you read. Provide supportive evidence. 

Intermediate What can you do to verify statements made by an author if he or she does not 
include supporting facts in the selection? What would you do if you found 
conflicting sources? 

Intermediate Imagine you are developing a new app to determine if a text is true or not true. 
What text clues would the app need to search for to judge validity? Provide 
examples. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Provide examples from three texts in which the author provides evidence to 
support statements or claims. 

Basic Give an example of how you used things you already know to help you decide 
whether a selection was try or not true. 

Basic Read two different arguments on the same topic. Describe the positions that are 
presented in each argument and explain which one you think is best supported. 
Use details from both arguments to support and explain your answer. 

Intermediate Why is it especially important to check the validity of political speeches? Provide 
examples from speeches you have read to support your claims. 

Intermediate Explain how an author uses logos, ethos, and/or pathos in an argument, and 
whether or not the argument is effective. 
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Intermediate Think about how an author's bias affects the validity of a claim. Choose a selection 
you have read and explain whether or not the author's bias has caused him or her 
to make a false claim. 

Intermediate Read two opposing arguments on the same topic. Analyze the positions presented 
in each argument and explain which one you think is best supported. Use details 
from both arguments to support and explain your answer. 
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