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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Reasoning and Rhetoric – Reasoning    

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Reasoning. 
Reasoning is the process of thinking in a logical way, and then 
forming an opinion or making a decision based on facts. When 
readers reason, they take the information in a text and add it 
to what they already know to answer a question or figure out a 
solution.
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Reasoning and Rhetoric
Reasoning

Lesson 1

B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you may have to find the answer to something. You may have to 

figure something out. To do this, you may find it helpful to add up the pieces of information the 

author states in the text. You have to see how these pieces work together. When you do this, you 

use your ability to reason. Then you can use what you know to find the answer. 

 ► For example, read this paragraph.

I have a cat named Cleo. I also have a dog named Inky. They get along very well when 
they are alone. But once I show up, things change. Cleo purrs and rubs on my legs. At the 
same time, she waves her long tail in Inky’s face, as if to push him away. When Inky was a 
puppy he learned to push Cleo. He wanted to make sure I pet only him. 

Now let’s take a look at some information the author stated. 

• When the narrator is not there, the cat and dog get along well. 

• When the narrator is there, the cat and the dog try to push each other out of the way.

By using this information and your reasoning skills, you can figure out something. You know that 

each animal wants the narrator to pet only it, and not the other. This idea is not written. It is not 

stated in the text. Instead, you used information the author gave and your ability to reason to 

figure this out.

 ► Read this paragraph. Then use the information in the text and your ability to reason to 
complete the statement that follows.

Jess Green dreamed of going to school. But since she was a girl, that was not possible. 
Back in the 1700s, most people thought there was no need to teach girls. Some, in fact, 
believed that too much reading gave girls brain fever! All a girl had to know was how to run 
a home and care for children.

Based on what you read, in the 1700s, 

A. brain fever was a deadly illness for girls.

B. girls and boys did not learn the same things. 

C. schools did not have enough room to fit all students.

D. many children became blind and could not read.

To complete this statement, go back to the text. What information does the author give? In 

the 1700s, boys went to school. Girls did not. Girls stayed home and cared for children. People 

thought reading could make girls sick. So basically, boys and girls did not do the same things. 

They did not learn the same things. This was not written. You used information and reasoning to 

figure it out. Which answer choice is the closest to this? Answer choice B. There is no information 

in the text to support any of the other answer choices. Because of this, reasoning makes it clear 

that none of the other choices make sense.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Lava is a hot liquid that comes out of a volcano. As it cools, lava hardens and becomes 
rock. Some volcanoes are at the bottom of the ocean. Lava from these underwater 
volcanoes piles higher and higher. Over time, mountains form underwater. The mountains 
grow taller and taller. Finally, the tops of the mountains stick out of the water. 

1. Based on what you read in the paragraph above, you can tell that

A. some islands are the tops of mountains.

B. all mountains are volcanoes.

C. lava cools more slowly when it is underwater.

D. the oldest rocks are at the bottom of the ocean.

I have been thinking a lot about home tonight. Everything is so crowded and noisy in the 
city where I live. It feels like everyone is always running. I do not remember the last time I 
walked on grass. Sometimes when I wake up in the morning, I think I am back home. I look 
out the window, hoping to see trees and hills. But all I see are cars and trucks on the busy 
streets. 

2. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. People who live in large cities like to run.

B. The narrator cannot sleep if it’s too noisy.

C. People need to drive fewer cars and trucks.

D. The narrator used to live somewhere else.

A blimp is like a plane because both are machines that can fly. A blimp uses a small 
engine to help it move forward through the air. So does an airplane. But blimps, like all 
airships, are lighter than air. That is very different from planes.

3. Based on the information in the paragraph above, it would be correct to say that

A. a blimp flies faster than an airplane.

B. an airplane is not lighter than air.

C. an airship uses a small engine but a blimp does not.

D. a blimp is a machine but an airplane is not.

8B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

The mother called her daughter to her. “You know that I am very sick,” the mother said. 
“Soon it will be just you and your father. Promise me that you will look into this mirror 
every day and every night. There you will see me.” She gave the mirror to her daughter. 
The daughter never forgot her mother’s last wish. She held the mirror she now owned. She 
looked into it every day and night. She saw the bright and smiling face of her mother.

4. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. The mirror was broken.

B. The mother was sure that her health would get better.

C. The father gave the mirror to the daughter.

D. The daughter looked like her mother.

Reasoning and Rhetoric
Reasoning

Lesson 1

B A S I C
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Sometimes when you read, you have to find the answer to something. You have to figure 

something out. To do this, you must take the information that is stated in the text and add that to 

your general knowledge. General knowledge is information that you already know. When you do 

this, you use your ability to reason. When you use reason, you put different pieces of information 

together in a way that makes sense. You have thoughts and ideas that follow one another in a 

believable way. This can help you find the most reasonable answer.

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from an essay by Edward William Bok. Edward was 
a wealthy and successful magazine editor. However, his childhood was spent in poverty. He 
grew up in the early 1900s. This excerpt describes a part of his childhood.

I lived in Brooklyn, New York. The main means of transportation to Coney Island at 
that time was the horse-drawn car. Near where we lived, the cars would stop to water the 
horses. The men would jump out and get a drink of water, too. But the women had no way 
of quenching their thirst. Seeing this lack, I got a pail, filled it with water and a bit of ice, 
and got a cup. I jumped on each car on Saturday afternoon and all day Sunday, and sold 
the water for one cent per cup. It was not long before some competition came. Other boys 
saw that a Sunday’s work meant two or three dollars. When this happened, I squeezed a 
lemon or two in my pail. My liquid became “lemonade” and my price became two cents a 
glass. Sundays meant five dollars to me.

Now suppose you are asked to complete this statement:

Based on what you read, it is reasonable to say that Edward

A. got a job working at Coney Island because he knew how to handle horses.

B. showed his abilities for intelligence and hard work at a very young age.

C. became jealous when other drink sellers sold more water than he did.

D. never got used to the fame that came as a result of his popular lemonade.

To answer this, go back to the information given in the paragraph. Edward explained how both 

the men and horses were able to get a drink of water on the way to Coney Island. But women 

could not. So Edward explained how he solved that problem, and earned money doing it. He 

said he sold water for one cent a cup, and made two to three dollars a day. Think about your 

knowledge of money. There are 100 cents to one dollar. In order to make two to three dollars, 

that’s 200 to 300 cups of water! This is not stated in the text -- this is something you figured out 

based on your general knowledge. Plus, Edward said he used a bucket. Think about the size of a 

bucket. Buckets are not usually very big. Edward probably had to make a lot of trips to fill up the 

bucket with more water in order to sell hundreds of cups. Again this was not stated in the text -- 

you figured this out based on your general knowledge. Edward figured out a clever way to solve 

a problem. He also had to work very hard carrying water back and forth to earn that money. And 

he was just a boy when he did this. 
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Which answer comes closest to these ideas? Let’s check. Does answer choice A come close? 

Edward said nothing about handling the horses himself at any time. So, this does not seem to be 

the best answer to pick. Does answer choice B come close? Edward did show both intelligence 

and hard work when he decided to sell cups of water. Plus, he stated he was just a boy when 

he did this, so he was young. This answer does seem to be close to the notes in the above 

paragraph. Keep this answer in mind while looking at the other choices. Does answer choice C 

come close? At no time did Edward say anything about getting jealous of other boys. So this 

answer is not the best one to choose. Does answer choice D come close? Edward did not say 

anything about getting famous for his lemonade. So, no, this is not the best answer choice either.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Note: The following paragraph is from a speech by President George W. Bush about 
volunteering.

There are citizens who say, “I need love.” Government can pass law, but it cannot put 
love into somebody’s heart. Oftentimes that helps when somebody puts their arm around 
you and says, “How can I help you, brother, or sister? What can I do to make your life 
better?” So today I call upon our fellow citizens to devote 4,000 hours over your lifetime 
in service to your country. You’ll become a better person for it, and our society will be 
healthier as a result of it. 

1. Based on the paragraph above, it is reasonable to say that President Bush

A. believed that volunteering helped both individuals and the country.

B. agreed that volunteering was needed most during times of war.

C. knew that volunteering was the best way to meet new people.

D. thought that volunteering could help businesses make more money. 

The Venus flytrap is a plant that eats meat. Like all plants, it uses sunlight to make its 
own food. But that alone is not enough. It needs meat to survive. Its leaves open and close, 
like a trap. If an insect comes close to the leaf, the leaf will begin to close. If the insect 
attempts to get out of the trap, it will make the leaf shut tighter. Escape is impossible. 
Could a Venus flytrap eat a person? No. It won’t even eat your finger if you put it inside its 
trap. The trap can’t close on your finger, since it’s attached to your hand.

2. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. The traps on a Venus flytrap are found on its roots.

B. Insects can escape a Venus flytrap, even if the trap has begun to close.

C. A Venus flytrap is not harmful to humans.

D. The Venus flytrap can survive on only the food it makes from sunlight.
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Professor Ueno took the train back and forth to work every day. His dog, Hachiko, 
quickly learned when the professor’s train came back. Every day, Hachiko would wait at the 
train station for his owner to come home. This went on for over a year. Every single work 
day, Professor Ueno would go to work. Every single work day, no matter how noisy or busy 
the station was, Hachiko would wait for his return. Hachiko continued like this day after day 
for a year.

3. Based on the paragraph above, Hachiko’s actions help support the idea that 

A. trains are noisy.

B. busy stations are dangerous.

C. dogs are loyal.

D. pets are expensive.

The Day of the Dead comes from a festival that started very long ago. The Aztecs and 
Mayas of Central America held a Festival of the Dead each year. The festival went on for 
almost two months, until winter. It celebrated both the fall harvest and the memory of 
those who had died. The Aztecs and Mayas both believed that once a year the souls of the 
dead returned to the land of the living. The souls wanted to visit their family and friends 
who were still living. So people made special foods, drinks, and gifts for them.

 
4. Based on the paragraph above, what was the most likely reason the Aztecs and Mayas made 

specials foods, drinks, and gifts for the souls of the dead?

A. It was the only time of year that they were allowed to make such things.

B. They wanted the souls of the dead to feel welcomed and loved.

C. They needed to eat the foods and drinks before winter, when they would spoil.

D. It was the only way to let the souls of the dead know that the festival was happening.

Reasoning and Rhetoric
Reasoning

Lesson 2

B A S I C
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Sometimes when you read, you might have to figure something out. You might have to make 

a decision. An author might ask a question, but not give an answer. An author might describe 

something a person did, but not tell why the person did it. An author might tell about a problem, 

but might not say anything about how to solve it. Or, an author might give an opinion, and you 

have to decide if you agree with that opinion or not. To do any of these tasks, you have to use 

your ability to reason.

When you use reason, you take the information the author gives and add it to your general 

knowledge. General knowledge is information about the world that you already know. Your 

general knowledge grows every time you learn something new and remember it. You then use all 

of this information to form an answer that is thoughtful and well-informed. You think in a way that 

makes sense to you and others. You have thoughts that follow one another in a believable way. 

Why is reasoning so important? Because these types of texts, whether you read them or write 

them, often present a certain point of view. A text might point out a problem or offer a way to 

solve one. A text might ask others to take a stand on an important issue. A text might try to get 

other people to think or feel the same way the author does. When you read these, you must 

ask yourself some questions. Does the text make sense? Does it use good judgment? Does it 

follow from one thought to the next in a believable way? Does it have information to support its 

statements? If yes, then it is probably a very strong piece of writing. If no, then it needs some 

more work. Otherwise it may fall apart if it is questioned or challenged. 

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from a selection about zoos.

Some people say that a zoo is more like a jail cell than a home for wild animals. It’s true 
that very early zoos kept the animals in small cages. There was no room for them to move 
around. But most modern zoos are no longer like that. Animals are not kept in a cage with 
steel bars. They live in a large, open area that looks a lot like their natural environment. 
They are free to roam around.

Now suppose you are asked to complete this statement:

Based on the paragraph above, zoos stopped using cages for wild animals most likely because 

the cages were

A. costly to buy and hard to move.

B. too large for the wild animals.

C. not natural or healthy for the wild animals.

D. made from plastic and kept on breaking.

To answer this, go back to the text. The paragraph above explains how modern zoos don’t keep 

animals in cages, like zoos did many years ago. It states that modern zoos try to create the most 

natural setting it can for the animals. Plus, the animals get to roam around like they would in the 

wild. How does general knowledge fit in here? A natural setting and the ability to roam around 

would be most like a wild animal’s actual home. So, it is reasonable to think that a wild animal 

would likely feel at home in a zoo like this. The ideas and information are given in a way that 

makes sense. This kind of reasoning helps to make the author’s argument  -- that zoos are good 

for wild animals -- a strong and believable one.

8B
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Is answer choice A the best choice? No, since the paragraph says nothing about buying or 

moving cages. Is answer choice B the best choice? No, since there is no information given about 

the size of the cages. Is answer choice C correct? Could be. The paragraph states that modern 

zoos create natural settings so the animals can roam around. They can’t roam around in a cage, 

which means they would not get exercise. It’s reasonable to think that this would not be natural 

or healthy for the animals. This might be the best choice. Let’s check the last one to be sure. Is 

answer choice D the best choice? No, because the paragraph says nothing about plastic. So to 

answer this question, the best answer choice is C.

For reasoning questions, remember to look for ideas or events that follow in a logical order or a 

sensible way.

8B
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Everyone feels stress. Scientists found that stress that doesn’t go away can harm the 
body. This kind of stress is bad stress. Bad stress can cause bad moods. It can even cause 
stomach pains and headaches. Luckily, most stress is caused by things we can control. 
We can get enough sleep. We can eat healthy food and get enough exercise. Doing these 
things can help the body control stress.

1. Based on the paragraph above, people who get enough sleep and exercise most likely

A. do not understand how stress affects the body.

B. have fewer illnesses and bad moods.

C. are happy in the morning but are cranky in the afternoon.

D. feel some kind of bad stress every day.

Scientists agree that an octopus is a very intelligent animal. But some were surprised to 
find out just how intelligent a baby octopus is. A baby octopus is not very strong. It can’t 
catch food by itself. But some scientists were watching as one baby octopus showed an 
amazing type of behavior. It used a tool to catch a shrimp to eat. This little octopus looked 
for a long arm from a jellyfish. It used the arm of a jellyfish as a tool to catch a shrimp for 
dinner. It will do this until it is big enough to do the job by itself.

2. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. An octopus will eat shrimp but not crab.

B. An octopus will grow weaker as it ages.

C. An octopus can use a tool to complete a task.

D. An octopus can swim faster than a jellyfish.

8B
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The Taj Mahal is one of the most famous buildings in the world. It is in India. The people 
who built it were excellent engineers. They understood how words seen on a slant can 
be hard to read. Suppose you took this page and tilted it on edge, leaning backward. The 
words become tight together. It’s the same idea if you stand at the base of a wall and look 
up at the writing on it. The writing gets hard to read because the angle of your view causes 
the words higher up to run together. But if you stand at the base of the Taj Mahal and look 
at the words far above, you can easily read them. That’s because the engineers made the 
words higher up very tall. If you saw them close up, they would look stretched out. But 
when viewed from the ground, the writing looks just right. 

3. Based on the paragraph above, it is reasonable to say that the

A. people who built the Taj Mahal knew that visitors would stand at the base and look up.

B. number of visitors who travel to the Taj Mahal every year has started to increase.

C. materials used to build the Taj Mahal can no longer be found in that part of India.

D. words written on the walls of the Taj Mahal can no longer be seen.

Attila was one of the most successful, and feared, rulers in history. Known as Attila the 
Hun, he was chief of the Huns from 434 to 453. The Huns were a group of people from 
North Central Asia. They were strong horse riders and fierce warriors in battle. Under 
Attila’s rule, the Huns attacked many areas throughout Europe. They destroyed entire 
towns. They took over parts of France and Italy, and spread fear throughout the Roman 
Empire. 

4. Based on the paragraph above, what is the most likely reason why Attila the Hun was described 

as both successful and feared?

A. He was a strong horse rider but fought all of his battles on foot.

B. He became chief at a time when the Huns were already very powerful.

C. He traveled through North Central Asia at a time when there were no roads.

D. He took over parts of the Roman Empire but did so by destroying entire towns.

Reasoning and Rhetoric
Reasoning

Lesson 3

B A S I C
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 8: Reasoning and Rhetoric 

8B Reasoning 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Tell how two (more more) facts from a selection led you to answer a question 

about the selection. 

Basic If there are parts of a selection that you did not understand, explain what the the 
author could have done to make the selection easier to understand. 

Basic Write three "why" questions about a selection and provide evidence from the text 
on how those questions should be answered. 

Basic Explain how you used information you already knew to figure out a selection's 
main idea. 

Basic What makes people or characters do the things they do? Use details from a 
selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

Intermediate How would you apply what you learned in a selection to your own life? 

Intermediate Describe a scene from a selection. Explain how you put together clues from that 
scene to figure out how and why something happened. 

Intermediate Describe a situation from your own life that is similar to something you have read 
in a selection. 

Intermediate Should people focus their efforts on developing just one talent, or should people 
have talents in many areas? Use details from a selection you have read, as well as 
your reasoning skills and personal experiences, to write your answer. 

Intermediate What motivates people? Use details from a selection you have read, as well as your 
reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 
 

Basic Should fictional stories show the world as it really is, or as it should be? Use details 
from a selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills and personal 
experiences, to write your answer. 

Intermediate Should fictional stories show the world as it really is, or as it should be? Use details 
from a selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills and personal 
experiences, to write your answer. 
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Intermediate Think about a fictional character who does not change in any way over the course 
of a text. Explain what the purpose of such a character might be. Use details from a 
selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

 
Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 
 

Intermediate Write a few paragraphs about a time you suddenly had to change your plans. Give 
clues about why, without directly giving the reason. Allow readers to use reasoning 
skills to figure out why you changed your plans. 

Intermediate Do people learn by studying the past? Use details from a selection you have read, 
as well as your reasoning skills, to support your answer. 
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CLAIM
An answer to a question based on 

your opinion and research.

EVIDENCE
Data from your research that  

supports your claim.

REASONING
Explain why/how the evidence supports 

your claim. Ties everything together.

How do you know? Explain.
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