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Lesson 1

B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you may have to find the answer to something. You may have to 

figure something out. To do this, you may find it helpful to add up the pieces of information the 

author states in the text. You have to see how these pieces work together. When you do this, you 

use your ability to reason. Then you can use what you know to find the answer. 

 ► For example, read this paragraph.

I have a cat named Cleo. I also have a dog named Inky. They get along very well when 
they are alone. But once I show up, things change. Cleo purrs and rubs on my legs. At the 
same time, she waves her long tail in Inky’s face, as if to push him away. When Inky was a 
puppy he learned to push Cleo. He wanted to make sure I pet only him. 

Now let’s take a look at some information the author stated. 

• When the narrator is not there, the cat and dog get along well. 

• When the narrator is there, the cat and the dog try to push each other out of the way.

By using this information and your reasoning skills, you can figure out something. You know that 

each animal wants the narrator to pet only it, and not the other. This idea is not written. It is not 

stated in the text. Instead, you used information the author gave and your ability to reason to 

figure this out.

 ► Read this paragraph. Then use the information in the text and your ability to reason to 
complete the statement that follows.

Jess Green dreamed of going to school. But since she was a girl, that was not possible. 
Back in the 1700s, most people thought there was no need to teach girls. Some, in fact, 
believed that too much reading gave girls brain fever! All a girl had to know was how to run 
a home and care for children.

Based on what you read, in the 1700s, 

A. brain fever was a deadly illness for girls.

B. girls and boys did not learn the same things. 

C. schools did not have enough room to fit all students.

D. many children became blind and could not read.

To complete this statement, go back to the text. What information does the author give? In 

the 1700s, boys went to school. Girls did not. Girls stayed home and cared for children. People 

thought reading could make girls sick. So basically, boys and girls did not do the same things. 

They did not learn the same things. This was not written. You used information and reasoning to 

figure it out. Which answer choice is the closest to this? Answer choice B. There is no information 

in the text to support any of the other answer choices. Because of this, reasoning makes it clear 

that none of the other choices make sense.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Lava is a hot liquid that comes out of a volcano. As it cools, lava hardens and becomes 
rock. Some volcanoes are at the bottom of the ocean. Lava from these underwater 
volcanoes piles higher and higher. Over time, mountains form underwater. The mountains 
grow taller and taller. Finally, the tops of the mountains stick out of the water. 

1. Based on what you read in the paragraph above, you can tell that

A. some islands are the tops of mountains.

B. all mountains are volcanoes.

C. lava cools more slowly when it is underwater.

D. the oldest rocks are at the bottom of the ocean.

I have been thinking a lot about home tonight. Everything is so crowded and noisy in the 
city where I live. It feels like everyone is always running. I do not remember the last time I 
walked on grass. Sometimes when I wake up in the morning, I think I am back home. I look 
out the window, hoping to see trees and hills. But all I see are cars and trucks on the busy 
streets. 

2. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. People who live in large cities like to run.

B. The narrator cannot sleep if it’s too noisy.

C. People need to drive fewer cars and trucks.

D. The narrator used to live somewhere else.

A blimp is like a plane because both are machines that can fly. A blimp uses a small 
engine to help it move forward through the air. So does an airplane. But blimps, like all 
airships, are lighter than air. That is very different from planes.

3. Based on the information in the paragraph above, it would be correct to say that

A. a blimp flies faster than an airplane.

B. an airplane is not lighter than air.

C. an airship uses a small engine but a blimp does not.

D. a blimp is a machine but an airplane is not.
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The mother called her daughter to her. “You know that I am very sick,” the mother said. 
“Soon it will be just you and your father. Promise me that you will look into this mirror 
every day and every night. There you will see me.” She gave the mirror to her daughter. 
The daughter never forgot her mother’s last wish. She held the mirror she now owned. She 
looked into it every day and night. She saw the bright and smiling face of her mother.

4. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. The mirror was broken.

B. The mother was sure that her health would get better.

C. The father gave the mirror to the daughter.

D. The daughter looked like her mother.
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