
Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 4

Reasoning and Rhetoric
Reasoning

Lesson 2

B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you have to find the answer to something. You have to figure 

something out. To do this, you must take the information that is stated in the text and add that to 

your general knowledge. General knowledge is information that you already know. When you do 

this, you use your ability to reason. When you use reason, you put different pieces of information 

together in a way that makes sense. You have thoughts and ideas that follow one another in a 

believable way. This can help you find the most reasonable answer.

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from an essay by Edward William Bok. Edward was 
a wealthy and successful magazine editor. However, his childhood was spent in poverty. He 
grew up in the early 1900s. This excerpt describes a part of his childhood.

I lived in Brooklyn, New York. The main means of transportation to Coney Island at 
that time was the horse-drawn car. Near where we lived, the cars would stop to water the 
horses. The men would jump out and get a drink of water, too. But the women had no way 
of quenching their thirst. Seeing this lack, I got a pail, filled it with water and a bit of ice, 
and got a cup. I jumped on each car on Saturday afternoon and all day Sunday, and sold 
the water for one cent per cup. It was not long before some competition came. Other boys 
saw that a Sunday’s work meant two or three dollars. When this happened, I squeezed a 
lemon or two in my pail. My liquid became “lemonade” and my price became two cents a 
glass. Sundays meant five dollars to me.

Now suppose you are asked to complete this statement:

Based on what you read, it is reasonable to say that Edward

A. got a job working at Coney Island because he knew how to handle horses.

B. showed his abilities for intelligence and hard work at a very young age.

C. became jealous when other drink sellers sold more water than he did.

D. never got used to the fame that came as a result of his popular lemonade.

To answer this, go back to the information given in the paragraph. Edward explained how both 

the men and horses were able to get a drink of water on the way to Coney Island. But women 

could not. So Edward explained how he solved that problem, and earned money doing it. He 

said he sold water for one cent a cup, and made two to three dollars a day. Think about your 

knowledge of money. There are 100 cents to one dollar. In order to make two to three dollars, 

that’s 200 to 300 cups of water! This is not stated in the text -- this is something you figured out 

based on your general knowledge. Plus, Edward said he used a bucket. Think about the size of a 

bucket. Buckets are not usually very big. Edward probably had to make a lot of trips to fill up the 

bucket with more water in order to sell hundreds of cups. Again this was not stated in the text -- 

you figured this out based on your general knowledge. Edward figured out a clever way to solve 

a problem. He also had to work very hard carrying water back and forth to earn that money. And 

he was just a boy when he did this. 
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Which answer comes closest to these ideas? Let’s check. Does answer choice A come close? 

Edward said nothing about handling the horses himself at any time. So, this does not seem to be 

the best answer to pick. Does answer choice B come close? Edward did show both intelligence 

and hard work when he decided to sell cups of water. Plus, he stated he was just a boy when 

he did this, so he was young. This answer does seem to be close to the notes in the above 

paragraph. Keep this answer in mind while looking at the other choices. Does answer choice C 

come close? At no time did Edward say anything about getting jealous of other boys. So this 

answer is not the best one to choose. Does answer choice D come close? Edward did not say 

anything about getting famous for his lemonade. So, no, this is not the best answer choice either.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Note: The following paragraph is from a speech by President George W. Bush about 
volunteering.

There are citizens who say, “I need love.” Government can pass law, but it cannot put 
love into somebody’s heart. Oftentimes that helps when somebody puts their arm around 
you and says, “How can I help you, brother, or sister? What can I do to make your life 
better?” So today I call upon our fellow citizens to devote 4,000 hours over your lifetime 
in service to your country. You’ll become a better person for it, and our society will be 
healthier as a result of it. 

1. Based on the paragraph above, it is reasonable to say that President Bush

A. believed that volunteering helped both individuals and the country.

B. agreed that volunteering was needed most during times of war.

C. knew that volunteering was the best way to meet new people.

D. thought that volunteering could help businesses make more money. 

The Venus flytrap is a plant that eats meat. Like all plants, it uses sunlight to make its 
own food. But that alone is not enough. It needs meat to survive. Its leaves open and close, 
like a trap. If an insect comes close to the leaf, the leaf will begin to close. If the insect 
attempts to get out of the trap, it will make the leaf shut tighter. Escape is impossible. 
Could a Venus flytrap eat a person? No. It won’t even eat your finger if you put it inside its 
trap. The trap can’t close on your finger, since it’s attached to your hand.

2. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. The traps on a Venus flytrap are found on its roots.

B. Insects can escape a Venus flytrap, even if the trap has begun to close.

C. A Venus flytrap is not harmful to humans.

D. The Venus flytrap can survive on only the food it makes from sunlight.
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Professor Ueno took the train back and forth to work every day. His dog, Hachiko, 
quickly learned when the professor’s train came back. Every day, Hachiko would wait at the 
train station for his owner to come home. This went on for over a year. Every single work 
day, Professor Ueno would go to work. Every single work day, no matter how noisy or busy 
the station was, Hachiko would wait for his return. Hachiko continued like this day after day 
for a year.

3. Based on the paragraph above, Hachiko’s actions help support the idea that 

A. trains are noisy.

B. busy stations are dangerous.

C. dogs are loyal.

D. pets are expensive.

The Day of the Dead comes from a festival that started very long ago. The Aztecs and 
Mayas of Central America held a Festival of the Dead each year. The festival went on for 
almost two months, until winter. It celebrated both the fall harvest and the memory of 
those who had died. The Aztecs and Mayas both believed that once a year the souls of the 
dead returned to the land of the living. The souls wanted to visit their family and friends 
who were still living. So people made special foods, drinks, and gifts for them.

 
4. Based on the paragraph above, what was the most likely reason the Aztecs and Mayas made 

specials foods, drinks, and gifts for the souls of the dead?

A. It was the only time of year that they were allowed to make such things.

B. They wanted the souls of the dead to feel welcomed and loved.

C. They needed to eat the foods and drinks before winter, when they would spoil.

D. It was the only way to let the souls of the dead know that the festival was happening.
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