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Sometimes when you read, you might have to figure something out. You might have to make 

a decision. An author might ask a question, but not give an answer. An author might describe 

something a person did, but not tell why the person did it. An author might tell about a problem, 

but might not say anything about how to solve it. Or, an author might give an opinion, and you 

have to decide if you agree with that opinion or not. To do any of these tasks, you have to use 

your ability to reason.

When you use reason, you take the information the author gives and add it to your general 

knowledge. General knowledge is information about the world that you already know. Your 

general knowledge grows every time you learn something new and remember it. You then use all 

of this information to form an answer that is thoughtful and well-informed. You think in a way that 

makes sense to you and others. You have thoughts that follow one another in a believable way. 

Why is reasoning so important? Because these types of texts, whether you read them or write 

them, often present a certain point of view. A text might point out a problem or offer a way to 

solve one. A text might ask others to take a stand on an important issue. A text might try to get 

other people to think or feel the same way the author does. When you read these, you must 

ask yourself some questions. Does the text make sense? Does it use good judgment? Does it 

follow from one thought to the next in a believable way? Does it have information to support its 

statements? If yes, then it is probably a very strong piece of writing. If no, then it needs some 

more work. Otherwise it may fall apart if it is questioned or challenged. 

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from a selection about zoos.

Some people say that a zoo is more like a jail cell than a home for wild animals. It’s true 
that very early zoos kept the animals in small cages. There was no room for them to move 
around. But most modern zoos are no longer like that. Animals are not kept in a cage with 
steel bars. They live in a large, open area that looks a lot like their natural environment. 
They are free to roam around.

Now suppose you are asked to complete this statement:

Based on the paragraph above, zoos stopped using cages for wild animals most likely because 

the cages were

A. costly to buy and hard to move.

B. too large for the wild animals.

C. not natural or healthy for the wild animals.

D. made from plastic and kept on breaking.

To answer this, go back to the text. The paragraph above explains how modern zoos don’t keep 

animals in cages, like zoos did many years ago. It states that modern zoos try to create the most 

natural setting it can for the animals. Plus, the animals get to roam around like they would in the 

wild. How does general knowledge fit in here? A natural setting and the ability to roam around 

would be most like a wild animal’s actual home. So, it is reasonable to think that a wild animal 

would likely feel at home in a zoo like this. The ideas and information are given in a way that 

makes sense. This kind of reasoning helps to make the author’s argument  -- that zoos are good 

for wild animals -- a strong and believable one.
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Is answer choice A the best choice? No, since the paragraph says nothing about buying or 

moving cages. Is answer choice B the best choice? No, since there is no information given about 

the size of the cages. Is answer choice C correct? Could be. The paragraph states that modern 

zoos create natural settings so the animals can roam around. They can’t roam around in a cage, 

which means they would not get exercise. It’s reasonable to think that this would not be natural 

or healthy for the animals. This might be the best choice. Let’s check the last one to be sure. Is 

answer choice D the best choice? No, because the paragraph says nothing about plastic. So to 

answer this question, the best answer choice is C.

For reasoning questions, remember to look for ideas or events that follow in a logical order or a 

sensible way.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Everyone feels stress. Scientists found that stress that doesn’t go away can harm the 
body. This kind of stress is bad stress. Bad stress can cause bad moods. It can even cause 
stomach pains and headaches. Luckily, most stress is caused by things we can control. 
We can get enough sleep. We can eat healthy food and get enough exercise. Doing these 
things can help the body control stress.

1. Based on the paragraph above, people who get enough sleep and exercise most likely

A. do not understand how stress affects the body.

B. have fewer illnesses and bad moods.

C. are happy in the morning but are cranky in the afternoon.

D. feel some kind of bad stress every day.

Scientists agree that an octopus is a very intelligent animal. But some were surprised to 
find out just how intelligent a baby octopus is. A baby octopus is not very strong. It can’t 
catch food by itself. But some scientists were watching as one baby octopus showed an 
amazing type of behavior. It used a tool to catch a shrimp to eat. This little octopus looked 
for a long arm from a jellyfish. It used the arm of a jellyfish as a tool to catch a shrimp for 
dinner. It will do this until it is big enough to do the job by itself.

2. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. An octopus will eat shrimp but not crab.

B. An octopus will grow weaker as it ages.

C. An octopus can use a tool to complete a task.

D. An octopus can swim faster than a jellyfish.
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The Taj Mahal is one of the most famous buildings in the world. It is in India. The people 
who built it were excellent engineers. They understood how words seen on a slant can 
be hard to read. Suppose you took this page and tilted it on edge, leaning backward. The 
words become tight together. It’s the same idea if you stand at the base of a wall and look 
up at the writing on it. The writing gets hard to read because the angle of your view causes 
the words higher up to run together. But if you stand at the base of the Taj Mahal and look 
at the words far above, you can easily read them. That’s because the engineers made the 
words higher up very tall. If you saw them close up, they would look stretched out. But 
when viewed from the ground, the writing looks just right. 

3. Based on the paragraph above, it is reasonable to say that the

A. people who built the Taj Mahal knew that visitors would stand at the base and look up.

B. number of visitors who travel to the Taj Mahal every year has started to increase.

C. materials used to build the Taj Mahal can no longer be found in that part of India.

D. words written on the walls of the Taj Mahal can no longer be seen.

Attila was one of the most successful, and feared, rulers in history. Known as Attila the 
Hun, he was chief of the Huns from 434 to 453. The Huns were a group of people from 
North Central Asia. They were strong horse riders and fierce warriors in battle. Under 
Attila’s rule, the Huns attacked many areas throughout Europe. They destroyed entire 
towns. They took over parts of France and Italy, and spread fear throughout the Roman 
Empire. 

4. Based on the paragraph above, what is the most likely reason why Attila the Hun was described 

as both successful and feared?

A. He was a strong horse rider but fought all of his battles on foot.

B. He became chief at a time when the Huns were already very powerful.

C. He traveled through North Central Asia at a time when there were no roads.

D. He took over parts of the Roman Empire but did so by destroying entire towns.
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