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Writing Prompts for Anchor 8: Reasoning and Rhetoric 

8A Judging Validity 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe at least five ways you can tell if a selection is true or not true. Use 
examples from selections you have read to support your statements. 

Basic Describe a selection that did not seem real in the beginning but made sense in the 
end. What did the author do to change your view? 

Intermediate Did the author of the selection have first-hand knowledge about the subject 
presented? If yes, explain how you can tell. If no, explain how first-hand knowledge 
might change the author's perspective. 

Intermediate Imagine you are an attorney. Write an opening statement to the jury that argues 
the validity of a selection you read. Provide supportive evidence. 

Intermediate What can you do to verify statements made by an author if he or she does not 
include supporting facts in the selection? What would you do if you found 
conflicting sources? 

Intermediate Imagine you are developing a new app to determine if a text is true or not true. 
What text clues would the app need to search for to judge validity? Provide 
examples. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Provide examples from three texts in which the author provides evidence to 
support statements or claims. 

Basic Give an example of how you used things you already know to help you decide 
whether a selection was try or not true. 

Basic Read two different arguments on the same topic. Describe the positions that are 
presented in each argument and explain which one you think is best supported. 
Use details from both arguments to support and explain your answer. 

Intermediate Why is it especially important to check the validity of political speeches? Provide 
examples from speeches you have read to support your claims. 

Intermediate Explain how an author uses logos, ethos, and/or pathos in an argument, and 
whether or not the argument is effective. 
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Intermediate Think about how an author's bias affects the validity of a claim. Choose a selection 
you have read and explain whether or not the author's bias has caused him or her 
to make a false claim. 

Intermediate Read two opposing arguments on the same topic. Analyze the positions presented 
in each argument and explain which one you think is best supported. Use details 
from both arguments to support and explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 


