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Writing Prompts for Anchor 8: Reasoning and Rhetoric 

8B Reasoning 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Tell how two (more more) facts from a selection led you to answer a question 

about the selection. 

Basic If there are parts of a selection that you did not understand, explain what the the 
author could have done to make the selection easier to understand. 

Basic Write three "why" questions about a selection and provide evidence from the text 
on how those questions should be answered. 

Basic Explain how you used information you already knew to figure out a selection's 
main idea. 

Basic What makes people or characters do the things they do? Use details from a 
selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

Intermediate How would you apply what you learned in a selection to your own life? 

Intermediate Describe a scene from a selection. Explain how you put together clues from that 
scene to figure out how and why something happened. 

Intermediate Describe a situation from your own life that is similar to something you have read 
in a selection. 

Intermediate Should people focus their efforts on developing just one talent, or should people 
have talents in many areas? Use details from a selection you have read, as well as 
your reasoning skills and personal experiences, to write your answer. 

Intermediate What motivates people? Use details from a selection you have read, as well as your 
reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 
 

Basic Should fictional stories show the world as it really is, or as it should be? Use details 
from a selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills and personal 
experiences, to write your answer. 

Intermediate Should fictional stories show the world as it really is, or as it should be? Use details 
from a selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills and personal 
experiences, to write your answer. 
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Intermediate Think about a fictional character who does not change in any way over the course 
of a text. Explain what the purpose of such a character might be. Use details from a 
selection you have read, as well as your reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

 
Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 
 

Intermediate Write a few paragraphs about a time you suddenly had to change your plans. Give 
clues about why, without directly giving the reason. Allow readers to use reasoning 
skills to figure out why you changed your plans. 

Intermediate Do people learn by studying the past? Use details from a selection you have read, 
as well as your reasoning skills, to support your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


