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Reasoning and Rhetoric
Judging Validity

Lesson 1

B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you have to be a judge. You have to judge if a statement is correct. 

This is called judging validity. If a statement is valid, that means it is correct or true. 

Read these five statements. Two of them are correct. Three of them are not. Which two 

statements are the correct ones? 

1. Fish swim in the sea. 

2. “A” comes after “B” in the alphabet. 

3. January is the last month of the year. 

4. A square has four sides.

5. One plus two equals five.

Did you choose statements 1 and 4? How did you know that they are correct? To make your 

choice, you had to figure out which statements are valid. You had to figure out which statements 

are correct, or based on truth. Statements 1 and 4 are valid. They are based on truth. Fish do 

swim in the sea. A square does have four sides. But statements 2, 3, and 5 are not valid. They are 

not based on truth. “A” does not come after “B” in the alphabet. It comes before. January is not 

the last month of the year. It is the first. One plus two does not equal five. It equals three.

It was probably not too hard to judge which statements were or were not correct. Most people 

know basic information about fish. Most people also know the alphabet, the months of the year, 

and so on. But often, when you read, you will come across information you do not know. Then 

you will need help to judge if a statement is correct or based on truth. For example, read this 

paragraph. It is from a selection that explains how baby names around the world are picked.

Some Native Americans use another tradition. It is called the “naming trail.” A child gets 
one name at birth. Then the child gets a new name as a teen. The new name often tells 
something about the person. It may be “She Laughs a Lot.” Or “He Runs Fast.” The teen 
gets a new name again as an adult. This name may be a goal. It may be something the 
person has to live up to.

Suppose you are asked to answer this question.

Based on what you read, which statement about the “naming trail” is correct?

A. The child is given a name from the mother’s family.

B. The child’s name changes as he or she gets older.

C. The child is given a name from the father’s family.

D. The child’s name is based on a plant or an animal.

To answer this, go back to the paragraph. The text explains how a child gets one name at birth. 

Then the child gets a new name as a teen. Then the teen gets a new name as an adult. Which 

answer choice gives a correct, or valid, statement? Answer choice B. It explains how a child’s 

name changes as the child gets older. Based on the text, this is a valid statement. 

We can check the other answer choices, just to be sure. Answer choice A is not correct. The text 

says nothing about the mother’s family. Answer choice C is not correct. The text says nothing 

about the father’s family. Answer D is not correct. The text says nothing about plants or animals.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

More than 97 percent of the water on Earth is salt water. Salt water is mainly in oceans. 
The world has a great amount of this kind of water, but we cannot drink it. Only a bit more 
than 2 percent of the water on Earth is fresh water. Most lakes are fresh water. Most rivers 
are fresh water too. This kind of water has low amounts of salt.

1. Based on what you read, which statement about the water on Earth is correct?

A. Most of the water on Earth is salt water.

B. Most salt water on Earth is found in lakes.

C. Most rivers have high amounts of salt.

D. Most of the water in oceans is safe to drink.

There are many kinds of drums you can use to play music. One kind of drum is called a 
snare drum. A snare is a special part of the drum. A snare is a kind of metal wire. It is pulled 
tight along the bottom of the drum. It gives the drum a loud sound. This drum usually has 
a long strap that goes around your neck. It keeps the snare drum in front of you. Both of 
your hands are free to tap the drum.

2.  Based on the information in the paragraph above, which statement about a snare drum is 

correct?

A. It makes a high, tapping sound that is very much like a bell.

B. To play it, a person must study music and train with a master musician.

C. It gets its loud sound from a metal wire on the bottom of the drum.

D. To play it, it must be put in a special stand that is connected to a larger drum.

In ancient times, people knew there would be a sunrise each morning. They knew 
there would be a sunset each night. People began to measure time. They measured it by 
counting each cycle of the sun. This cycle became the period of time we call a day. Our 
word “day” comes from an ancient word. The meaning of that ancient word is “to burn.” A 
day was a cycle of the sun burning in the sky.

3. Based on the paragraph above, which two statements are correct?

A. The period of time we know as “night” comes from an old word that means “to count.”

B. People began to measure time by counting each cycle of the sun.

C. One cycle of the sun is equal to the period of time we call a year.

D. The sun gains energy each sunrise and loses energy each sunset.

E. The modern word “day” comes from an old word that means “to burn.”
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How long does it take for a mother bird to build a nest? To build a small, round nest, a 
small mother bird may need just two or three days. But a big bird needs a big nest. This 
kind can take a week or more to complete! The smallest bird on Earth builds a nest that is 
less than one inch across! Big birds can build a home that is many feet wide.

4. Based on the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. Nests are built by male birds only.

B. The size of the nest depends on the size of the bird.

C. Nests built in high trees last longer than nests built closer to the ground.

D. Some birds carry their nests with them if they leave.
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